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June 1999 
Dear Gerig Family Members, 


I am delighted to have completed this GERIG Family Book listing the descendants of 
my great grandparents, Joseph and Fannie (Roth) Gerig. 


I have built upon the work of Eli E. Zimmerman in 1959 when he produced the first book 
listing the descendants of Joseph and Fannie. I have included the preface and pages 1-6 
from his book. 


I never knew my Gerig great grandparents, but I felt as if I did since I heard my mother 
talk a lot about them. When she was a little girl her parents (my grandparents) lived in 
the same house as Joseph and Fannie. I remember well eleven of the thirteen Gerig 
children. They were my great uncles and aunts and one, Chris, was my maternal 
grandfather. 


Joseph Gerig was born in Germany. Fannie Roth was born in Butler County, OH. 
Joseph and Fannie were married in Tazewell County, IL. Twelve of their thirteen 
children were born in Waldo Township, Livingston County, IL. Lydia, the youngest was 
born in Pike Township, Livingston County, IL. Joseph and Fannie spent their last years 
in Flanagan, IL. Both were members of the Egly Amish Church, later known as the 
Defenseless Mennonite Church, and currently the Evangelical Mennonite Church. Both 
are buried in Waldo Cemetery, Livingston County, IL. 


About half of the eleven children who grew to adulthood moved from Illinois to 
Woodburn, IN. For a number of years the Gerig reunion was held each September at 
Monticello, IN, about half way between Flanagan, IL and Woodburn, IN. When I was a 
child I remember frequent visit to Illinois by my great uncles and great aunts living in 
Indiana. For a few years I corresponded with Uncle J. M. Gerig, Aunt Mary Gerig and 
Aunt Emma Gerig. 


I am very grateful to a number of my second cousins who helped me to gather the 
information for this book. In particular I would like to thank Emerlad Gerig who assisted 
me in collecting the information on the largest part of this family, the descendants of his 
grandparents, Joseph M. and Mary (Zimmerman) Gerig. 


I am grateful for my Gerig heritage. I am thrilled with a commitment to Jesus Christ that 
characterized the family as a whole. In part, because of this heritage, | am a Christian 
and a churchman. I have enjoyed preparing this book and hope that you will enjoy 
reading it. 


Cordially, 


Donald W. Roth 2733 Windridge Ct. Fort Wayne, IN 46845 219-637-3529 
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The second poem was written in memory of my grandmother, Mary Ann (Litwiller) 
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grandmother’s untimely death. 


Emma Gerig — [| have included a letter written to me by Aunt Emma dated March 29, 
1948. 


Neil Ann Stuckey Levine — Neil Ann is a Historian specializing in Amish Mennonite 
immigration to North America from Europe in the early nineteenth century. She authored 
the article, The Family of Michael Zehr (1762-1838) Near Strasbourg, France. This 
article was published in the January 1996 issue of Mennonite Family History, pages 4-14. 
In footnote #25 on page10 she references Joseph Gerig, son of Johannes Gerig and 
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In addition to the persons mentioned above, I would like to thank the following members 
of the Gerig family who provided special help for this project; Kay (Zimmerman) 
Alexander, Emerald Gerig, and Sylvia (Gerig) Knuth . 


PREFACE 


The object of this family record is to find out about past genera- 
tions of the Gerig family, also for those of the present generation to 
become better acquainted with one another, and for those of future 
generations. This record is dedicated to you all hoping that it will 
be placed with your other valuable possessions. Quite a number of 
years ago mention was made of a record and I was chosen as historian. 
In the last two or three years more interest was manifested and wrk 
was begun to get it completed as soon as possible. 


I, being the oldest grandchild of Joseph II do recall many of the 
things that transpired even while grandfather and grandmother were 
still living. i have pleasant memories when as a boy we all as o fam- 
ily for several years would go to visit with our grandparents, uncles, 
aunts, and cousins, staying several days or perhaps a week in the 
winter time. It was 10 miles to my grandparents' home. However, when 
we hed a car the visits could be made oftener and only perhaps staying 
a few hours at ao tim. 


My mother would frequently tell of some of the early times when 
she was a girl. Had I as a boy taken notes no doubt we would have a 
more complete record today. But we are fortunate in having received 
additional information to our own from those who have gone on before 
us in the last five years, and some of those who are yet living. 
Special mention is due to Peter Gerig of Flanagan, who having a good 
memory supplied me with a considerable part of the early data. Then 
also Emma Gerig of Gridley, had recorded things which were of great 
benefit. It is with a deep sense of gratitude to all the others who 
were so kind-and supplied me with information when I asked them either 
by writing or personal contact. 


Great care has been taken in the spelling of names, correct dates, 
addresses and occupations. That errors have occurred in the posterity 
ofover 150 names of our ancestgr Joseph I, is quite possible. Where 
such is the case I do ask that you will pardon m. I am sorry that 
not quite all the information desired from a few of the families 
could be supplied, but perhaps in later years can be recorded. 


Grandfather and grandmother worshipped in the Salem church which 
was near their home. I believe the greatest number of their descend- 
ants are attending an Evangelical Mennonite church or are members of 
it in the area where they reside. In this record you will find listed 
some who are ministers of the Evangelical Mennonite confcrence, some 
that are or were deacons in their local church besides other duties 
pertaining to theChristian life. The different occupations noted are 
farmers, teachers, business men, and others. 


I hope the work will prove inspirational and beneficial to all. 
We are living in a changing world. The changes are many that have 
taken place since our record began which wasprobably about in the 
year 1800 as near as we can ascertain. However, let us all strive to 
live faithful Christian lives so that at the end of our earthly pil- 
grimage we may all enter into the Home of the Blessed to be with our 


God forever. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Elias Edward Zimmerman 
July 1959 R.R. #5, Peoria, Illinois 


Brief Record of the Family of Joseph Gerig I 


The Gerigs originated in Switzerland many generations ago. They 
had been Waldenses and came to Salin in the Vosges Mountains where a 
Tdufer (Baptizers) settlement of Mennonites existed and undoubtedly do 
yet to this day. Such families as Bellers, Eymans, and Dellenbachs 
came from there. 


There are many different families by the name of Gerig in this 
land of ours and if a record were available it is quite possible that 
many would be at least of some distent kin to us. Family records in 
the generations of the past were not kept or recorded as they are with 
some families in the last goneration or two. Much of the data that we 
do have in some families is what the parents gave to their children 
verbally without much thought of recording it permanently in writing. 
That accounts why some records are incomplete. Then there are some 
people who seem to know not much if anything beyond their grandparents. 


The history of our particular family begins with Joseph Gerig I. 
We do not know too much about him but are very glad for whet we were 
able to gather. te married a woman by the name of Eyman, and then he 
moved to Musau, assburg, Germany. We have no record of the date and 
place of his birth or occupation. This one thing we do know thet he 
was what was known in the past andyet by some people as an "Old Amish 
preacher", Woe do not know the first name of his wife or have any 
further record. It was the custom in those days to name the first 
born son after the name of his father. 


We have the record that he had five sons and three daughters, of 
which only Joseph II, our grandfather, andhis sister Mary came to Amer- 
ica. In the record that we have we are not quite certain as to the 
order of the birth of his children after Joseph II. Therefore, they 
are listed with the information that was available in the following 
MENNCY e , 


II. Christian was married and had three girls; namely, Kate, Lena, and 
Mary. He was married twice. 


It. Lena was probably the oldest girl. She was first married to a 
Dellenbach and after his death married a preacher by the name of Chris 
Egly. Ho was married three times. She did not come to America. 


II. Katie. No other information. 


Ii. Mary was the only girl who came to America, somewhat later than 
grandfather. She first lived in Illinois in the Fairbury vicinity 
according to informations It was stated that she had walked to Peoria 
to attend the Apostolic church services. She marrieda man by the name 
Burke (first name not known). By that marriage there was one child, 
Katie. Later they moved to Coffee County, Kansas. Her husband died 
in Kansas. Peter Gerig while in Kansas in 1903, had the opportunity 
to talk to the daughter where he received some of the information of 
that family. 


II. Jacob Gerig never was married. By occupation he was a railroad 
man and was killed while working on it. 


“ 


“as 


II. John Gerig was born in Germany and also his wife. Date of birth 


is not know, but it is quite certain that he died in March 1908. It is 
thought that his wife was a Goldsmith (first name unknown). He hed two 


sons, Henry and Josephe Henry came to America when about 17 years of 


age settling near Chenoa, Illinois where he was a fermer for no few years. 


He was born in Germany in SepAtember 7, 1875. His second marriage was 
to Gladys Smith born Janusry 2, 1889 in Kansas. They resided in the 
vicinity of Watnwright,Oklahoma. He died in Oklahoma, November 18, 
1947. The descendants are listed below. Since Honry was of the third 
generation his children are listed as generation IV. and the grand- 
children as V. . 


IV. John A. Gerig was born June 11, 1909 in Oklahoma; married Gladys 


M. Wiedersphan who was born in Bartlett, Texas. Farmers, Bartlictt, Tex. 


V. Michael Gerig was born January 18, 1947, All three children were 
V. Mona Gerig was born November 18, 1949. born at Temple, Texas 
V. Gregory Gerig was born July 135, 1953. 


IV. Herman Gerig was born February 7, 1911 in Oklahoma; married Pearl 
Parker, barn in Oklehoma. Farmers, Boynton, Oklahome. 


V. Ralph Gerig was born February 10, 1950. All three children were 
Ve. Ronald Gerig was born January 2, 1953. born at Muskogee, Okla. 
V. Jerry Gerig was born September 27, 1950. 


IV. Lena Gerig was born April 13, 19135 in Oklahoma; married Leslie 
Leggett, born in Arkansas. Grocer, Los Angeles, California. 


V. Joan Leggett was born June 29, 1948 in Los Angeles, Calif. 


IV. Ruth Gerig was born July 3, 1917 in Oklahoma; merried J. D. Atkin- 
sone Minister, Watsonville, California. 


V. Edith Atkinson was born March 17, 1957 in Oklahoma. 


IV. Henry Gerig, Jr. was born June 15, 1919 in Oklehoma; married Lynne 
Overstreet, born in Oklahome. Carpenter, Los Angeles, Celif. 


IV. Paul Gerig was born September 29, 1921 in Oklahoma; married 
Rebecca Hammond, born in Oklahoma. Carpenter, Watsonville, Calif. 


V. Barbara Gerig was born July 18, 1948. Both children were barn> 
V. Floyd Gcrig was born December 18, 1951. in Muskogee, Okla. 


IV. Joseph George Gerig was born August 29, 1927 in Oklahoma; married 
Lorene Sexton, born in Oklahoma. Carpenter, Los Angeles, Calif. 


V. Alicca Gorig was born February 2, 1947. Both children were born 
V. Darice Gerig was born October 28, 1951. in Oklahoma. 


% % % % * % * % # # 


III. Joseph Gerig, second son and child of John Gerig, son of Joseph I 
also was born in Germany on March 4, 1882. As a young man he came to 
this country. when he left his native land he was ready for High 
School. Upon the advice of my father and perhaps others he decided to 
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or 


go to High School. In 1903 he graduated from the Flanagan High School | 
which then only had a two year course. In 1900 he worked for my father 
on the farm for $19.00 per month. 


With his deswre for reading and study he prepared himself for a 
teacher. For awhile he taught at the State Reformatory at Pontiac. 
Then he taught at various other places. Later he went to the state of 
Montana and took a homestead not too far from Lewistown, where he farm-)| 
ed and also taught school. Awhile later he quit teaching and just | 
farmed. Once he spent four years in the U.S. Navy and in that way saw 
much of the world. He died unexpectedly it is thought from tick fever 
about the middle of May in 1942. He never married. For many years he 
and I corresponded with each other. He visited at our home several 
times before going to Montana. 


II. Peter Gerig, the youngest son, was also born in Germany and marr- 
fed. He had two children, Albert and Kate. Albert was from his first 
marriage, and according to a report was killed in an automobile accid- © 
ent quite a number of years agoe I had corresponded with him for a 
while writing in German. 


Ben Brucker was from the second marriage. He came to America and 
for awhile, perhaps 45 years ago, worked in a harness shop in Minonk, 


Illinois. He visited at our home while in the area. We do not know i 


where he might be now or if he is still living. An only sister of Ben 
Brucker is deceased. 


Since we did not have a more complete record, it was thought best 
to arrange it this manner except the genealogy of Joseph II. 


x + H % *% % oe 3 % * | 


Historical Record of Joseph Gerig II (Our Grandfather) 


Joseph Gerig, oldest child in the family of Joseph I, was born Nov. | 


1, 1826, near Strassburg, Germany. He decided to depart from his 
native land at the ege of 22 years leaving Hamburg, Germany and cross- 


ing the Atlantic Ocesn on a sailing vessel. After 42 days of such trav- 


el he landed at New York City. Some days they went backward farther 
than they had gone forward the day before. Once they were almost out 
of food and were limited to one meal a dey. 


From New York he travelled to Mt. Vernon, Ohio, where he worked in 


a livery stable, remaining there for three years. (That was tho day | 


| 
| 


when horses were used for travel - very different from our present time. 
From there he migrated westward arriving in Illinois at a place then 
called Slabtown, near the present Mackinaw Dells about 25 miles south- 
east of Peoria. Here he worked as a farm hand for about nine years. 


Next he went to the vicinity of the present site of Gridley, then 
known as the Gridley Prairie, perhaps on account of the absence of 
trees in comparison to Slabtown. He decided to take up farming for him- 
self, and for two years boarded with John Ehresman and his family. Mr. 
Ehresman wasthe father of the late Joe, Peter, Jake, andBarbare Ehres- 
mun, being remembered by some of us older grandchildren. 


4bout this time he had decided to build a little home for himself 
6 


im | 
| 
| | 
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on the farm which he purchased after he came from Slabtown, and had 
already farmed for two years. It was an 80 acre tract which he pur- 
chascd from John Rediger, brother to the Rev. Joseph Rediger who was 
the bishop at the Salem church for many years until his decease in 
about 1904. For this land he paid $7.00 per acre. What a contrast 
compared to present day prices some at $700.00 per acre and even more. 
He borrowed money from the Danforth Bank in Washington, Illinois at the 
rate of ten per cent interest. It was recalled by some of his children 
that he was about at the point of giving up the farm. The banker asked 
how much he had paid. Grandfather said he had paid $100.00. The bank- 
er gave his approval and said he shald continue farming and pay off 
the loan. He did so. This farm was about 3/4 of - mile enst of the 
Salem church in Waldo Township. It was farmed for many years by Edwin 
Gerig. 


On this little place he lived as a bachelor for two yeers after he 
left the Ehresmans. The part of the original building recently was 
still standing - the one room shack. Later he added to it. Now having 
found the young lady of his choice he married Fanny Roth on Feb. 25, 
1864, who was born Apr. 14, 1846 in Butler County, Ohio. No doubt we 
will remember this was the time when the Civil Wer was being waged. 
Here they lived for more than twenty years and all the children were 
born there except Lydia, the youngest. Grandfather was a successful 
farmer, very economical and a good manager as is well known. All the 
children being born and raised on the farm knew what it meant to put in 
@ good day of hard work. All that before mentioned in addition to the 
blessings of God upon his labors contributed to his future investments. 


He died in Flanagan May 18, 1911 at the age of 84 years, 6 months 
and 17 days. Grandmother dicd Dec. 23, 1919 near Woodburn, Indiana, 
at the age of 75 years,7 months, and 9 days. Both are buried in Waldo 
cemeterye 


+ # % % + * + +: % % * 


4& Brief Sketch of the Family of our Grandmother 


Fanny Roth was born Apr. 14, 1846, in Butler County, Ohio. Her 
mother's maiden name was Anna Schmitt, or Smith, who was born June 27, 
1814 in alsace Lorraine, France. She died at the home of her grandson 
Chris Oyer, near Roanoke, Illinois, Jan 10, 1892. She was marricd to 
a Roth, but no one seems to be able to give his first name. Of that 
marriage besides grandmother, a son Jacob was born who died at the age 
of seven years. 


After the death of great grandmother Smith's husband Nr. Roth, she 
married Joseph Oyer whose father's name we are not certain of either 
but it is believed to be Jacob. We do not know the name of Jacob's 
wife. There were 14 children in the family. Many of the descendants 
as Oyers, Ulrichs, Zehrs, Redigers and others lived in the vicinity of 
Gridley. Some later moved to various other states. Rev. Joseph 
Rediger mentioned before had one of the Oyer girls for his wife. 


anna Smith had one sister by the name of Mary who was the mother 


of John Neuhauser who was a farmer near Flanagan for e number of years. 
He was well known to many of us. 


Another sister (either Elizabeth or Barbara) married John Kinsinger. 
4 
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5. 
From the second marriage of Anna Smith three sons were born. 


Chris Oyer who married Katie Zehr lived for 21 years near Roanoke, 
then moved to Fisher, Illinois. His descendants are or have been 
located in various places in Illinois, as Morton is where Jacob lives, 
Congerville is where Peter lives, also others near Fisher, Iowa and 
Michigane They wore farmers. There were 12 children. He was buried 
on his 77th birthday in 1929. 


John married Mary Smith. They farmed for a few years near Gridley. 


Later he moved to a place two miles east of Metamora. He did carpen- 
ter work then until 1901 when he started to farm again near Metamora. 
In about 1921 they moved to St. John, Michigan where he, his wife end 
some of the children resideduntil thoir death. In 1955 in the month 
of January, they observed their 75th Wedding anniversary. His wife 


die@ at the age of 96, and he died when he was 99 years, 5 months, and 


2e dayse One son, Ed, is a deacon in the Metamora church. Dan first 


was a deacon then a bishop and served at least pert of the time at St. 
John, Mioh. Noah, another son, was dean of Goshen College at the time . 
of his death a few years agoe Enma was a worker for quite a few years 


in the Mennonite Mission in Chicago. He had 11 children. 


Peter, the youngest, never marricd. He farmed for awhile in the 
Flenagan eree and later did carpenter work. In his later years he 
spent part of his time with different ones of his nieces and nephews 
as at our home, uncles Joseph Gerig and Peter Gerig. The writer re- 
members him as a kind uncle in assisting at our house when we were in 
the midst of the influenza epidemic in 1918. He died at the Home for 
the Aged at Eureka, Ill., Nov. 21, 1951, at the age of 77 years and 
15 days e 


* % % * % * * + + # 


Below are listed the different tracts of land that grandfather 
owned during his lifetime. Peter Gerig, his third son, was able to 
supply me with the extra information. 


I. The original 80 acres as before stated was purchased from John 


Rediger for &7.00 per acre. This was about 3/4 mile cast of the Salem 


church. It was purchased in about 1860. 
II. Shortly afterwards he purchased an adjoining 10 acres. On 
these 90 acres he reared a large family. | 


| 


III. The north 80 acres where the Christian Beckers lived for many _ 


yeers in Pike Twp., probably about $18.00 per acre. 


IV. Next he purchased the south 80 a. adjoining the north one. It 


is thought the price was $13.00 per A. 

Ve. The 160 4, in Pike Twp. just south and across the road to the 
west from Pike cemetery, on which once Jacob, Peter, and Mary lived 
before they were married. Later it was occupied by Peter and still 
later by John. Purchased for $26.00 per a. 

VI. The 160 4, in Pike Twp. 1/2 mile north and 3 1/2 miles east of 
the Salem church which was bought for $50.00 per 4. This was bought 
from Isace Zimmerman, father of the late Rev. D.M. Zimmerman of Ster- 
ling, Konsos. On this farm they lived from 1886 until in the fall of 
1910 when they moved to Flanagan on account of grandfather's illness 
80 he could be nenrer a doctor. They lived on S. Jackson Strect near 
the Lutheran church. It is quite certain thet he bought this farm in 
1864. However, Chris Ehresman farmed it in 1885. Now having sold 
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the original farm to Joe Claudon, father of the late D. N. Clawion, 
the family moved in 1886 to their new home. 

VII. 240 acres approximately two miles cast of their new home, 
paying $54.00 per acre. His son, Jacob, daughter, Mary, and nephew, 
Henry Gerig, rosided there for owhile. 

VIII. Then he traded farm No. VII, and bought enough to make a 
half section which was formerly known as the Joe Vercler farm. It is 
there where Jacob B. Gerig lived for quite a number of years before he 
moved to his Woodburn, Ind. farm after having the farm sale in 1936. 

IX. Purchased 130 acres near Cornell, Ill. and later sold it again 

X. Purchased 80 acres a few miles S.W. from Flanagan and later 
sold le 

XI. The last one that we have record of was the 80 acres 1/2 mile 
east of farm No. VI. which was owned by John after grandfather's death 
and later by Emma. 


& % % & % % % a. % % % 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Gerig 


Germany 


John was a brother to Joseph. 


Neapeae Beree: 
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Ancestors of Joseph Gerig 


Johannes Gerig 


Johannes Gerig 
b: 1782 
m: November 11, 1800 


Barbara Goldschmidt 


Joseph Gerig 

b: July 19, 1803 in Rosheim, Germany 

m: November 05, 1825 in Strasbourg, France 
d: May 03, 1860 


Christian Maurer 
b: 1745 
d: January 05, 1830 


Barbara Maurer 
b: April 07, 1777 


b Neer Anna Sommer 
b: November 01, 1826 in Strassburg, Germany Anna Sommer 


m: February 25, 1864 in Tazewell County, IL 


d: May 18, 1911 in Flanagan, IL f 
Nicholas Eymann 


Joseph Eymann 
b: 1767 
d: February 01, 1811 


mo | 
Katharina Eymann 


b: January 27, 1803 in Strasbourg, France 


d: January 08, 1870 


Katharina Reis 
b: 1774 
d: May 05, 1824 


Magdalena Roth 


Te 


Ancestors of Joseph Gerig 


Generation No. 1 


1. Joseph Gerig, born November 01, 1826 in Strassburg, Germany; died May 18, 1911 in Flanagan, IL. He 
was the son of 2. Joseph Gerig and 3. Katharina Eymann. He married (1) Fannie Roth February 25, 1864 in 
Tazewell County, IL. She was the daughter of Joseph Roth and Anna Peterschmidt. 


Children of Joseph Gerig and Fannie Roth are: 
i. Katherine Gerig, born February 03, 1865 in Waldo Township, IL; died October 10, 1941 in Gridley, IL; 
married Christian Becker November 30, 1890. 
iii Anna Gerig, born March 23, 1866 in Waldo Township, IL; died March 26, 1872 in Waldo Township, IL. 
iii. Magdalena Gerig, born October 17, 1867 in Waldo Township, IL; died April 30, 1956 in Flanagan, IL; 
married Joel Zimmerman March 02, 1890. 
iv. Joseph M. Gerig, born June 30, 1869 in Waldo Township, IL; died May 10, 1954 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Mary Zimmerman April 19, 1892. 
v. Jacob B. Gerig, born December 22, 1872 in Waldo Township, IL; died May 26, 1960 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Minnie Rediger July 01, 1906. 
vi. Peter Gerig, born July 23, 1874 in Waldo Township, IL; died September 18, 1969 in Flanagan, IL; 
married Malinda Zimmerman December 13, 1898. 
vii. Mary Gerig, born November 11, 1876 in Waldo Township, IL; died January 05, 1968 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Henry Gerig. 
viii. John H. Gerig, born May 11, 1878 in Waldo Township, IL; died December 09, 1918 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Elizabeth Gerig March 15, 1903. 
ix. Chris Gerig, born January 17, 1880 in Gridley, IL; died February 20, 1962 in Gridley, IL; married Mary 
Ann Litwiller September 20, 1906 in Gridley, IL. 
x. Elizabeth Gerig, born May 20, 1881 in Waldo Township, IL; died June 17, 1966 in Fort Wayne, IN; 
married Henry G. Becker February 06, 1918. 
xi. Emma Gerig, born September 22, 1883 in Waldo Township, IL; died December 01, 1959. 
xii. Benjamin F. Gerig, born June 25, 1885 in Waldo Township, IL; died September 16, 1965; married (1) 
Gesina Joosten January 14, 1914; married (2) Mathilda Fanny Litwiller August 24, 1929. 
xiii. Lydia Gerig, born September 04, 1887 in Pike Township, IL; died October 15, 1887 in Pike Township, 
IL. 


Generation No. 2 


2. Joseph Gerig, born July 19, 1803 in Rosheim, Germany; died May 03, 1860. He was the son of 4. 
Johannes Gerig and 5. Barbara Maurer. He married 3. Katharina Eymann November 05, 1825 in 
Strasbourg, France. 

3. Katharina Eymann, born January 27, 1803 in Strasbourg, France; died January 08, 1870. She was the 
daughter of 6. Joseph Eymann and 7. Katharina Reis. 


Children of Joseph Gerig and Katharina Eymann are: | 
] i. Joseph Gerig, born November 01, 1826 in Strassburg, Germany; died May 18, 1911 in Flanagan, IL; 
married Fannie Roth February 25, 1864 in Tazewell County, IL. 
ii. John Gerig, born 1828; died March 1908; married Miss Goldsmith. 
ili, Magdalena Gerig, born 1830; married (1) Mr. Dellenbach; married (2) Christian Egly. 
iv. Katharina Gerig, born 1832. 
v. Jacob Gerig, born June 18, 1834; died July 28, 1887. 
vi. Christian Gerig, born August 25, 1836; died October 12, 1906; married Magdalena Wernert March 09, 
1872. 
vii. Peter Gerig, born 1839. 
viii. Mary Gerig, born 1845; married Mr. Burkey. 


Generation No. 3 


de 


4. Johannes Gerig, born 1782. He was the son of 8. Johannes Gerig and 9. Barbara Goldschmidt. He 
married 5. Barbara Maurer November 11, 1800. 

5. Barbara Maurer, born April 07, 1777. She was the daughter of 10. Christian Maurer and 11. Anna 
Sommer. 


Child of Johannes Gerig and Barbara Maurer is: 
f i. Joseph Gerig, born July 19, 1803 in Rosheim, Germany; died May 03, 1860; married Katharina Eymann 
November 05, 1825 in Strasbourg, France. 


6. Joseph Eymann, born 1767; died February 01, 1811. He was the son of 12. Nicholas Eymann and 13. 
Anna Roth. He married 7. Katharina Reis. 

7. Katharina Reis, born 1774; died May 05, 1824. She was the daughter of 14. Jacob Reis and 15. 
Magdalena Roth. 


Children of Joseph Eymann and Katharina Reis are: 
3 i. Katharina Eymann, born January 27, 1803 in Strasbourg, France; died January 08, 1870; married Joseph 
Gerig November 05, 1825 in Strasbourg, France. 
ii. Elizabeth Eymann, born 1786. 
iii. Daughter Eymann. 
iv. Daughter Eymann. 
v. Son Eymann. 
vi. Son Eymann. 
vii. Son Eymann. 
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THE FAMILY OF JOSEPH AND KATHARINA (EYMANN) GERIG 
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The Zehr-Vordemwald civil mar- 
riage record was witnessed officially by 
two bureaucrats and two Anabaptists. 
The latter were Johannes Grieser, 31, 
the groom’s brother-in-law, and Joseph 
Gerig, 29;25 both gave their occupation as 
farmer. 

After marriage, Joseph Zehr and 
Maria Anna Vordemwald appear to 
have struck out on their own in some 
other location, for between 1832 and 
1835 they are not recorded in Strasbourg 
census ledgers in connection with either 
the bride’s or the groom’s family. But, 
in a census entry penned in February 
1835, the couple are documented among 
some thirty people, many with 
Anabaptist surnames, living at property 
#40 in Strasbourg.26 

Son Joseph Zehr was bor to the 
Zehrs in 1835. Yet, since the couple wed 
in 1832, they may well have had children 
before this one, born when they lived 
somewhere else. Subsequent updates of 
this particular census ledger entry 
disclose two more children: Barbara 
Zehr, b. March 8, 1837, and Michael 
Zehr, born February 15, 1840. Stras- 
bourg documentation may well hold 
additional information about Joseph 
Zehr’s family. Does anyone know more 
about them or what happened to them 
after many members of the Zehr family 
went to America in 1841? 


* * * 


JOHANNES ZEHRR was thirty-one 
years old in 1837 when he travelled from 
the family’s residence in the northern 
Strasbourg suburb of Robertsau to the 
picturesque village of Obernai (F 67210) 
to marry KATHARINA BACH- 
MANN, a resident of that town in 
Bas-Rhin. A certified copy of the 
couple’s French civil marriage document 
from Obernai, located along the fabled 
Alsatian Route du Vin, was obtained by 
the Zehr family as they prepared to 
leave Strasbourg for America in 1841 
and is still in the possession of descen- 
dants today. 

That document, dated March 2, 
1837, describes the bride as twenty-six 
years old and now a resident of Obernai. 
She had been born on June 16, 1812, in 
Hugsweier (D 77933), Baden, Germany. 
Hugsweier is a village in the administra- 
tive district of Lahr in the Black Forest, 
across the Rhine River a few miles south 
of Strasbourg. Katharina Bachmann’s 
parents are given in her marriage docu- 
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ment as Christian Bachmann, fifty- 
five, a miller at Obernai, and the late 
Katharina Frey, who had died in 
Obernai on August 10, 1835. Data writ- 
ten by Johannes Zehr in the Bible he 
purchased in 1857 by and large confirm 
and also augment details in his French 
civil marriage document, but over time 
he had misremembered some dates.27 

Christian Bachmann attended his 
daughter’s wedding at Obernai and 
signed the couple’s civil marriage certifi- 
cate. The four mandatory official 
witnesses for this document were all 
bakers from Obernai, described as 
friends of the bride’s family—and likely 
also customers of her father’s. 

Johannes Zehr’s French civil mar- 
riage document gives some additional 
information about his family. Both his 
parents journeyed with him from 
Robertsau to Obernai for the ceremony. 
Michael Zehr (I)’s age is given as sev- 
enty-six, Barbara Bachmann’s as fifty- 
eight. This record also states that 
Johannes Zehr had been born at 
Robertsau in Strasbourg on Apmil 28, 
1805. Johannes Zehr wrote his birthdate 
in his own Bible as April 27, 1805, the 
precise date his father Michael Zehr (I) 
had recorded in his Bible, which has 
been handed down through the family 
of Michael Zehr (II). 

The fact that the date of birth given 
in Johannes Zehr’s French civil marriage 
document is one day later than that 
written by him as well as by Michael Zehr 
(I) in family Bibles can be explained 
away as an understandable variation 
occasioned by different conversions 
from the French Republican calendar, 
in which all birth records for 1805 would 
have been kept, to the regular calendar 
used before 1792/93 and again beginning 


25 Joseph Gerig, born on 30 messidor XI 
(July 19, 1803) in Rosheim (F 67560) in Bas- 
Rhin, son of Johannes Gerig and Barbara 
Maurer now of Sainte-Marie-aux-Mines, was 
still living with his parents in Sainte-Marie 
when he married Katharina Eymann in 
Strasbourg on November 5, 1825: film 
0759088, 1825, #404. 

26 Also resident there at various times 
were the families of Johannes and Maria 
Sommer Eigsti, Christian and Anna Maria 
Hunsinger Schlabach, and Christian and 
Katharina Maurer Egli. Details on the latter 
family in N.A.S. Levine, “Some Egli Families 
at Strasbourg,” forthcoming. 

27 “We were married in the year 1837, 
March S.... My wife ‘Chatarina Bachman’ 
was born June 16, 1812, in the Grand Duchy 
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in January 1806. 

The mention of Robertsau as the 
precise Strasbourg location in which 
Johannes Zehr was born in 1805 in his 
civil marriage record from Obernai dem- 
onstrates, as the Strasbourg census led- 
gers cited earlier do not, that the family 
of Michael Zehr (I) settled first—at least 
by 1805—at Robertsau when they 
moved to the jurisdiction of Strasbourg 
from Ostwald in 1802. Furthermore, that 
the family went directly to Robertsau 
from Ostwald is confirmed from the copy 
of the French civil birth certificate of 
Michael Zehr (II) that he obtained in 
1841 during preparatory arrangements 
for emigration. This document gives 
his date of birth as 26 prairial XI 
(June 15, 1803)—exactly as written by 
his father in the Bible Michael Zehr (II) 
inherited—and Robertsau as his place 
of birth. The occupation of Michael 
Zehr (I) in 1803 was noted as tenant 
farmer (fermier). 

As discussed earlier, Michael Zehr 
(1)’s family were settled at la Ménagerie 
south of the heart of the city by cal 806. It 
appears unlikely that they settled first 
in Robertsau in order to be near the family 
of Michael Zehr (I)’s elder brother, 
Joseph Zehr. Although Joseph Zehr had 
made Robertsau his home from early in 
the 1770s and was back there again in 
retirement in 1817, his family had moved 
south to Neuhof by 1790/91, as discussed 
above. And, curiously, no member of 
either Zehr brother’s family was an 
official witness at the marriage record of 
any niece or nephew whose wedding 
at Strasbourg is discussed in this article. 

But Robertsau was the home of the 
sizable family of fellow Anabaptists 
Johannes Zimmermann and Barbara 
Stucky throughout the two years that 


of Baden, in the location of the principal 
government office at Lahr.... My wife’s 
mother died August 16, 1835; her name 
was ‘Chadarina’ Frey.... And my wife’s 
father, Christian Bachman, died December 
11, 1852 [place not specified]; he was 
about 70 years old.” Wir Sind in den Ehestand 
Getratten im Jahr 1837 den 5 Martz... 
Mein Frau Chadarina Bachman ist 
gebohren worden den 16 Brachmonat 1812 
im Grosherthzogthum Baden ihm Ober 
Amt Lahr.... Meiner Frau Chadarina 
Bachman ihr Mutter ist Gestorben den 16 
Augustmonat 1835. ihr Nahmen war 
Chadarina Frey.... Auch ist meiner Frau thr 
Vatter Christian Bachman Gestorben den 
11 Christmonat 1852. Er War Alt ongefahr 
70 Jahr. 
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Ancestors of Fannie Roth 


Joseph Roth 


b: 1811 


d: 1850 in Tazewell County, IL 


Fannie Roth 
b: April 14, 1846 in Butler County, OH 


m: February 25, 1864 in Tazewell County, IL 
d: December 23, 1919 in Woodbum, IN Johannes Peterschmidt 
d; May 26, 1784 


Jacob Peterschmidt 
b: 1766 
d: November 28, 1831 


Verena Wagner 
b: 1743 
d: October 22, 1812 


Anna Peterschmidt 
b: June 25, 1814 
d: January 11, 1892 in Roanoke, IL 


Christian Lauber 
d: May 02, 1788 


Barbara Lauber 
b: 1771 


Katharina Schwartz 
d: January 08, 1800 
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Ancestors of Fannie Roth 


Generation No. 1 


1. Fannie Roth, born April 14, 1846 in Butler County, OH; died December 23, 1919 in Woodburn, IN. She 
was the daughter of 2. Joseph Roth and 3. Anna Peterschmidt. She married (1) Joseph Gerig February 25, 
1864 in Tazewell County, IL. He was the son of Joseph Gerig and Katharina Eymann. 


Children of Fannie Roth and Joseph Gerig are: 
i. Katherine Gerig, born February 03, 1865 in Waldo Township, IL; died October 10, 1941 in Gridley, IL; 
married Christian Becker November 30, 1890. 
ii. Anna Gerig, born March 23, 1866 in Waldo Township, IL; died March 26, 1872 in Waldo Township, IL. 
ili. Magdalena Gerig, born October 17, 1867 in Waldo Township, IL; died April 30, 1956 in Flanagan, IL; 
married Joel Zimmerman March 02, 1890. 
iv. Joseph M. Gerig, born June 30, 1869 in Waldo Township, IL; died May 10, 1954 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Mary Zimmerman April 19, 1892. 
v. Jacob B. Gerig, born December 22, 1872 in Waldo Township, IL; died May 26, 1960 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Minnie Rediger July 01, 1906. 
vi. Peter Gerig, born July 23, 1874 in Waldo Township, IL; died September 18, 1969 in Flanagan, IL; 
married Malinda Zimmerman December 13, 1898. 
vii. Mary Gerig, born November 11, 1876 in Waldo Township, IL; died January 05, 1968 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Henry Gerig. 
viii. John H. Gerig, born May 11, 1878 in Waldo Township, IL; died December 09, 1918 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Elizabeth Gerig March 15, 1903. 
ix. Chris Gerig, born January 17, 1880 in Gridley, IL; died February 20, 1962 in Gridley, IL; married Mary 
Ann Litwiller September 20, 1906 in Gridley, IL. 
x. Elizabeth Gerig, born May 20, 1881 in Waldo Township, IL; died June 17, 1966 in Fort Wayne, IN; 
married Henry G. Becker February 06, 1918. 
xi. Emma Gerig, born September 22, 1883 in Waldo Township, IL; died December 01, 1959. 
xii. Benjamin F. Gerig, born June 25, 1885 in Waldo Township, IL; died September 16, 1965; married (1) 
Gesina Joosten January 14, 1914; married (2) Mathilda Fanny Litwiller August 24, 1929. 
xiii. Lydia Gerig, born September 04, 1887 in Pike Township, IL; died October 15, 1887 in Pike Township, 
IL. 


Generation No. 2 


2. Joseph Roth, born 1811; died 1850 in Tazewell County, IL. He was the son of 4. Roth. He married 3. 
Anna Peterschmidt. 

3. Anna Peterschmidt, born June 25, 1814; died January 11, 1892 in Roanoke, IL. She was the daughter of 
6. Jacob Peterschmidt and 7. Barbara Lauber. 


Children of Joseph Roth and Anna Peterschmidt are: 


1 i. Fannie Roth, born April 14, 1846 in Butler County, OH; died December 23, 1919 in Woodburn, IN; 
married Joseph Gerig February 25, 1864 in Tazewell County, IL. 
ii. Jacob Roth. 


Generation No. 3 
4. Roth. 


Child of Roth is: 
2 i. Joseph Roth, born 1811; died 1850 in Tazewell County, IL; married Anna Peterschmidt. 


6. Jacob Peterschmidt, born 1766; died November 28, 1831. He was the son of 12. Johannes 
Peterschmidt and 13. Verena Wagner. He married 7. Barbara Lauber. 
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7. Barbara Lauber, born 1771. She was the daughter of 14. Christian Lauber and 15. Katharina 


Schwartz. 


Children of Jacob Peterschmidt and Barbara Lauber are: 


Christian Peterschmidt, born 1790. 

Johannes Peterschmidt, born December 06, 1794; married Christina Schwartz. 

Jacob Peterschmidt, born January 11, 1797. 

Katharina Peterschmidt, born March 07, 1801. 

Barbara Peterschmidt, born 1803; died October 04, 1807. 

Elisabeth Peterschmidt, born December 06, 1805. 

Anna Maria Peterschmidt, born July 22, 1807; died February 02, 1884; married Peter N. Neuhauser 
January 23, 1835. 

Joseph Peterschmidt, born November 20, 1809; died April 20, 1810. 

Barbara Peterschmidt, born January 30, 1811. 

Anna Peterschmidt, born June 25, 1814; died January 11, 1892 in Roanoke, IL; married (1) Joseph Roth; 
married (2) Joseph Oyer September 07, 1851 in Tazewell County IL. 
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THE FAMILY OF JOSEPH AND ANNA 
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THE FAMILY OF JOSEPH AND ANNA (PETERSCHMIDT) ROTH OYER 
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THE FAMILY OF CHRISTIAN AND KATHERINE (ZEHR) OYER 


CHRISTIAN OYER ba May 22:3 welS52 a2 Mayo2074 1929 
Ma aeAUg 727 pel876 
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THE FAMILY OF JOHN P. 
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MY GRANDMOTHER’S POETRY 


By Russell L. Oyer 


My Aunt Elizabeth Beacher Oyer (Aunt Lizzie), wife of 
Manual Oyer, kept a notebook in which she wrote an introduc- 
tory statement and then copied two poems. She wrote, “These 
are verses Manual’s mother wrote when a girl one time when at 
home alone at the age of 16 years.” 

The poems, apparently written in 1874 and signed by “Katie 
Zehr,” are believed to have been written by my grandmother and 
Manual Oyer’s mother, Katherine Zehr Oyer (2 April 1858 - 14 
April 1921). On August 27, 1876, Katherine would marry 
Christian Oyer (23 May 1852 - 20 May 1929). 

Vance Gordon Oyer recently sent the poems to me. One, enti- 
tled “Not Knowing,” goes like this: 


Not Knowing 
I know not what shall befall me; 
God hangs a mist o’er my eyes, 
And at each step in my onward path 
He makes me scenes to arise, 
And every joy he sends to me 
Is a strange and sweet surprise. 
O! wistful, blissful ignorance! 
It is blessed not to know! 
It keeps me still in the arms of God, 
Which will not let me go, 
And hushes my soul to rest 
In the bosom that loves me so. 
So I go onward not knowing, 
I would not if I might, 
I would rather walk 
In the dark with God 
Than walk alone in the light. 
I would rather walk with Him by faith 
Than walk alone by sight. 

Katie Zehr 


I am interested in the nature of the composition assumed to 
have been written by Katherine Zehr Oyer as a sixteen-year-old. 
She must have been a rather serious-minded adolescent who had 
been deeply influenced by the religious and cultural environ- 
ment into which she was born. Her father was Jacob Zehr, a 
minister living at Deer Creek, Illinois. It is probable that she 
would not have completed more than eight grades in school. 

First, I was struck by the fact that this youthful writer appears 
to have been struggling with the idea of the mystery of God and 
also the uncertainty of life. Second, she expresses the thought 
that each enjoyable and meaningful experience of her journey is 
welcomed as a “strange and sweet surprise.” Third, Katherine 
seems to feel that it was good for her to be “ignorant” about God 
in an ultimate sense and also about the future because this dri- 
ves her to complete dependence upon the benevolence and char- 
ity of God. Fourth, it is very clear that God is intimately 
involved in her life as “protector” and “guide.” Fifth, Katherine 
is prepared to walk the path of life in confident faith, even 
though that path is dark and unknown. 

Theologically, we could probably quite correctly note that the 
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religious underpinnings of this poem would be very compatible 
with a literal biblicism of the type Katherine would likely have 
heard her father espouse. On the other hand, the language of her 
poem implies at the outset that God is a mystery. Not only is an 
understanding of God shrouded by mystery, but also life itself is 
unpredictable and fickle. 

This note of mystery is suggestive of the thinking of Dr. 
Gordon D. Kaufman of the Harvard Divinity School. Professor 
Kaufman, who has Mennonite roots, recently appeared on the 
campus of Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas, the commu- 
nity in which he grew up and the institution where his father was 
a teacher and administrator. Following are excerpts from a ser- 
mon he preached at Bethel College Church Nov. 3, 1996. 


Nothing is more sure than that our knowledge is only a 
small island in a vast sea that has not been traveled. The 
deepest question for us humans is, which do we love 
more, the small island of our so-called knowledge or the 
sea of infinite mystery? It is in terms of that which is 
beyond our knowing that we must understand ourselves. 
The mystery we are speaking of here is the kind we can’t 
get our minds around, cannot manage to grasp.... In 
our American and European religious traditions the ulti- 
mate mystery has usually been give a name, God. God is 
taken to be beyond all human knowledge and under- 
standing . . . . We must move toward a recognition that 
our destiny is ultimately in God’s hands, not ours. That 
is, it remains a mystery to us .. . . Our most profound 
insights must never be taken as ultimate or final. 
Everything we know or believe, indeed everything about 
us, 1s called into question by the ultimate mystery— 
God—before which (whom) we seek to bow ourselves. ' 


In confronting the mystery of God, Katherine Zehr Oyer is 
content to accept and to actually revel in and be grateful for the 
unknowable. Acquiescence and acceptance tend to be com- 
pelling forces in solidifying her faith, as she faces an unknown 
future. This contentment is conveyed in a very personal and 
“feeling” way as she writes, “It (the mystery) keeps me still in 
the arms of God, Which will not let me go.” 

This religious stance recalls the familiar hymn text, “We walk 
by faith and not by sight.” Also, it echoes the much quoted lines 
from the poem “God Knows” by Louise Haskins: “I said to the 
man who stood by the Gate of the Year, ‘Give me a light to see 
into the far dark reaches of the unknown.’ And he said, “Put your 
hand into the hand of God. That shall be to you better than a 
light and safer than a known way.” 

It is my perception that Grandmother Oyer in, at age sixteen, 
was already describing a dilemma which faces the church in 
every generation of believers. That dilemma requires some kind 
of a response from those who seriously seek religious and philo- 
sophic truth. One response is to determine to “walk by faith and 
not by sight,” believing that God has “said it all in Jesus,” as 
understood in simplistic terms and through the inerrant Word, so 
that “knowing” is superfluous and unimportant. Another reac- 
tion is to elect to deal with the mystery of God as a “reverent 
agnostic,” which suggests that our most profound and deepest 
thoughts must never be taken as final and ultimate truth. We 
must remain open to further revelation and greater, more com- 
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KATIE ZEHR’S SECOND POEM 


The second poem copied by Elizabeth Beacher Oyer into 
her notebook and believed to have been written by Katherine 
Zehr Oyer follows. It was written Christmas Day, 1874. 


[untitled] 


Still to his footstool in prayer we may go, 
And ask for a share in his love; 
And if we thus earnestly seek him below 
We shall see him and hear him above. 
There is a a [sic] voice that sweetly says 
Come little one to me. 
I’ll hear it in my early days, That I may blessed be 
Long since in old Jerusalem, 
T was Jesus children bless’d 
He laid his Holy hands on them 
And in his arms caressed. 
I will kneel down and ask Him still, 
To bless me from above 
And give me grace to do his will 
That I may share his love. 
Katie Zehr age 16 years 8 mon 23 d. 
25 Dec 1874 


Christmastime in Katherine Zehr Oyer’s later years is pre- 
served in the memory of one of her grandchildren, Clara Oyer 
Springer. Clara wrote about those and other memories of her 
grandmother in an undated letter to her cousin, Russell Oyer. 
Excerpts from that letter follow. 


From my birth, February 2, 1909, Grandpa and 
Grandma Oyer were a part of my life until their death. 

... Grandma was a loving person and we all loved her 
very much. She usually had a full cookie jar in the 
kitchen until we grandchildren came and emptied it. She 
and Aunt Elsie enjoyed flowers very much. Behind the 
house there was a large vegetable garden and in front of 


plete understanding which may be ready to burst forth upon the 
horizon. That is to say, we can never be so audacious and arro- 
gant as to conclude that we have discovered the “mind of God.” 

At its core, this dilemma poses a critical problem for all who 
ponder and reflect on questions about ultimate reality in the 
space age and in an era of incredible technologic advances and 
increasing knowledge about the universe. Can we continue our 
journey wrestling with and engaging those complex questions 
with open minds and still be “faithful”? Or do we simply strive 
to muster up the unfailing courage of Katherine Zehr Oyer 
when she wrote, “I would rather walk with Him by faith Than 


walk alone by sight.” | suspect that in the minds and hearts of 


our forebears, like in those in every age, there were struggles 
with the difficult questions of life which were never shared for 
fear of being considered heretical or of being misunderstood. 
And now Grandmother Oyer sleeps with the Anabaptst- 
Mennonite stalwaris of the faith of bygone years. Her poem 
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the garden was a bed of all kinds of flowers. It was bor- 
dered by blooming chives. Of the many flowers were all 
colors of Snapdragons. I used to like to go into the gar- 
den and make the snapdragons open their mouths. From 
the road in front, the house was a very picturesque scene. 
A white house surrounded by red, pink and yellow roses, 
trumpet vines, and other kinds of flowers - I don’t 
remember all the kinds. There were many shade trees 
around in the yard. Between the house and the road was 
a white fence with a gate. On the outside of the fence 
were all colors of Hollyhocks. 

... And there was always a reunion at Grandma’s. 
They had a large table to seat 12 in the dining room, and 
after the first 12 had eaten their meal, the dishes would 
be washed and table reset and the next group would sit 
to eat. There was always enough food. I enjoyed the 
reunions at Christmastime, but usually at that time it was 
only the Uncles, Aunts and cousins in that area. After the 
meal the adults would sit around the table and each fam- 
ily had brought candy, nuts, and goodies which they 
would spread around the table. Grandpa would be at the 
head of the table entertaining the group with his stories. 
We cousins would play games awhile, and then go to the 
table and have our parents hand us some candy and nuts. 
There were upside down flatirons and hammers on the 
table to crack the nuts. After we cousins’ hands were full 
of candy we would go back to our games, so we didn’t 
hear many of the stories Grandpa told. Grandma and 
Aunt Elsie were good cooks and good hostesses and 
there was always plenty of food in the kitchen. 

Grandma had a nice singing voice and liked to sing the 
beautiful old hymns while she was in good health. But 
her health failed while she was quite young and seem- 
ingly she went into a deep depression, and she was not 
happy anymore. No one could cheer her up anymore. 
She cried so much of the time and continually was 
singing a meaningless little ditty which always ended 
sadly, ‘Oh, if it had never been so!’ (The last in German.) 
She died at age 68, which now seems young to me. 


reminds us of life’s unanswered questions which continue to 
pervade our consciousness; it prompts us to stand in awe of the 
mystery of God. Our heritage bears witness to the fact that we 
are all travelers on the road together and one by one we fall 
away. Yet, we are acutely aware that we are bound by not only 
linkages of blood, genes, and DNA but also the challenges of 
those cogent, weighty questions and transcendent themes which 
are so elusive, yet so profound. 


Note: 

‘Material from Dr. Kaufman’s sermon was taken from a tape 
recording of the sermon obtained by a friend, Dr. D. Paul Miller, 
who was in the congregation at Bethel College Church the 
morning it was delivered. 

Russell L. Over, M.D., a retired medical doctor living in 
Normal, [llinots, was born and reared near Congerville, 
Mlinots. He formerly practiced in Chenoa, [linots. «ey, 
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70th Wedding Anniversary Observed 


By Michigan Couple on 


January 15 


ALL SEVEN CHILDREN ATTEND OBSERVANCE 
OF JOHN P. OYERS, ST. JOHNS 


St. Johns, Mich.—Mr. and Mrs. 
John P. Oyer of St. Johns cele- 
brated their 70th wedding anni- 
versary on Sunday, Jan. 15. 

John Oyer was born near Peor- 
ja, Il. on Feb. 27, 1858, and Mary 
Smith Oyer, near Bloomington, 
Ql. on Dec. 31, 1861. They were 
marr:ed on Jan. 15, 1880, near 
Gridley, Ill, where they lived 
the first six years of their mar- 


daughters Phyllis and Elaine, M 
and Mrs. Willard Smith and Joh 
Paul Oyer, of Goshen, Ind., Mr 
Lauren Shank, North Lim 
Ohio, and Mr. and Mrs. Le 
Birkey and daughter June, . 
Lowell, Mich. 

Only two of their grandch! 
dren could be present, Mrs. S. . 
Yoder and John Paul Oyer, 
Goshen. There were also tv 


Mr. and Mrs. John P. Oyer of St. Johns, Mich. read greeting 
received for their 70th wedding anniversary. 


ried life, after which they moved 
to Woodford county. For 16 years 
he worked at the carpenter 
trade, as a contractor, after 
which he went back to farming. 
In 1921 they came to St. Johns, 
Mich. to the place which is their 
home at the present time. 


Son Was College Dean 


There were eleven children 
born to them, three of whom 
died in infancy, and a son, Noah, 
dean of Goshen college, who died 
in 1931. The seven living chil- 
dren, Edward, Daniel, Lydia, 
Emma, Elmer, Edna and Esther, 
were all present for this rare 
occasion. 

The relatives who came from 
a distance were Mr. and Mrs. 
Ephriam Risser of Hesston, Kan., 
C. H. Smith (Mrs. Oyer’s broth- 
er) and daughter, Martha, and 


great grandch'‘ldren prese 
Phyllis and Elaine Yoder. 
Many Gifts, Cards 

Mrs. Oyer’s 29 nieces ¢é 
nephews (seven of whom w. 
present) presented them wit! 
glider rocker and ottoman. T! 
received many congratulat 
cards and letters, flowers : 
gifts from relatives, friends : 
neighbors. 

In spite of inclement weati 
and aside from the 33 relat: 
and friends who gathered in 
home for d.nner, about one h 
dred people called in the af 
noon to wish them well. 

Mrs. Ira Birmingham, of O 
Mich. baked two large cakes, 
propriately decorated, for an 
niversary gift. Also, the. yo 
women’s Sunday school ct 
prepared and served refr 
ments to those who called in 
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Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Oyer, of | afternoon. For these many 

Eureka, Ill., Elmer J. Oyer of, ens of love and friendship, 
Gibson City, Ill., Mrs. Noah Oy-| and Mrs. Oyer are truly gr 
er, Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Yoder and; ful. 
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To Celebrate Diamond Yea 
John P. Overs | : oe 
Wed in Gridley 
75 YearsAgo — 


By HERMA HAMMOND 
Pantagraph Reporter in Eureka 
- EUREKA — (PNS) — Weather 
" permitting, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Oyer of this city will drive to a 
‘ farmhouse eight miles north of 
St. Johns, Mich., where, on Jan. 
. 15, Mr. Oyer’s parents, Mr. and 
- Mrs. John P. Oyer, will celebrate 
their 75th wedding anniversary. 


The elder Oyers were residents 
of this area until 1921 when they 
moved to Michigan. They were 
married at Gridley, in 1880, when 

‘ Mrs. Oyer, the former Mary 
Smith, was 18 and John was 21. 

- Here they made a home for the 
younger members of Mary’s fami- 
ly consisting of three brothers and 
two sisters. They had 11 children 
of their own, three of which died 
in infancy. Three daughters and 
two sons are still living. 


MISS LYDIA OYER, 70, who is 
the oldest daughter and a regis- 
tered nurse, lives with her par- 
ents and cares for them. Also 
living at home is Edna, the sec- 
ond youngest daughter who 
teaches school. The youngest}. 
daughter, Mrs. Cyril Smith, lives! 
next door to her parents. A son, 
Elmer, a farmer, lives at Fisher. 


Edward, a cabinet maker, lives 
with his wife at 107 Creamery St., 
in Eureka. Their daughter, Mrs. 
Lloyd Noe, also of this city, and 
her two children, help to make 
up the total of the Oyer’s 17 
grandchildren and 12 great grand- 
children. Also living in Eureka is 
C. R. Smith, a brother of Mrs. 
Oyer, and Tilman Smith, Superin- 
tendent of unit 140, who is a 
nephew of Mrs. Oyer. 

In speaking of his mother, Ed-' 
ward said she has an exceptional 
memory and can still quote nantes 
and dates relating to friends in 
this area that she knew before 
moving to Michigan. Her hobby 
is letter writing and the Oyer 
family here receives long, newsy, 
letters from her. Despite her 93 
years she is in good health, al- 
though somewhat hard of hear- 
ing. : 


HER ADVICE to brides of to- 
day she says, ‘“‘Be more saving. 
The American people are too ex- 
travagant.”” She adds ‘‘they 
shouldn’t marry too young.” 

Mrs. Oyer has never worn a 
wedding ring. The couple belongs} 
to the Mennonite faith which dis- 
approves of jewelry. 

Mr. Oyer, who is 97, quit farm- 
ing at the age of 81. 


, 
s ¥. 


Mr. and Mrs. John P. Oyer 


The accompanying picture 
of Mr. and Mrs. Oyer was 
taken on their 70th wedding : 
anniversary. Recent snap- 
shots do not show a great i 
deal of change in their ap- |) 26 
pearance—Editor. } 


Ancestors of Chris Gerig 


Johannes Gerig 
b: 1782 
m: November 11, 1800 


Joseph Gerig 

b: July 19, 1803 in Rosheim, Germany 

m: November 05, 1825 in Strasbourg, France 
d: May 03, 1860 


Barbara Maurer 


b: April 07, 1777 
Joseph Gerig ie 


b: November 01, 1826 in Strassburg, Germany 
m: February 25, 1864 in Tazewell County, IL 


d: May 18, 1911 in Flanagan, IL Joseph Eymann 
b: 1767 


d: February 01, 1811 


Katharina Eymann 
b: January 27, 1803 in Strasbourg, France 
d: January 08, 1870 


. ’ Katharina Reis 
Chris Gerig b: 1774 


b: January 17, 1880 in Gridley, IL d: May 05, 1824 
m: September 20, 1906 in Gridley, IL 
d: February 20, 1962 in Gridley, IL 


Joseph Roth 
b: 1811 
d: 1850 in Tazewell County, IL 


Fannie Roth 
b: April 14, 1846 in Butler County, OH Jacob Peterschmidt 
d: December 23, 1919 in Woodburn, IN b: 1766 

d: November 28, 1831 


Anna Peterschmidt 
b: June 25, 1814 
d: January 11, 1892 in Roanoke, IL 


Barbara Lauber 
b: 1771 


THE FAMILY OF JOSEPH & FANNIE (ROTH) GERIG 
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Husband: 


Born: 
| Married: 
| Died: 
: Joseph Gerig 

: Katharina Eymann 


Joseph Gerig 


November 01, 1826 


February 25, 1864 
May 18, 1911 


Other Spouses: 


: Fannie Roth 


: April 14, 1846 

: December 23, 1919 
: Joseph Roth 

: Anna Peterschmidt 


Other Spouses: 


Name: Katherine Gerig 
Born: February 03, 1865 
Married: November 30, 1890 
Died: October 10, 1941 

Spouse: Christian Becker 


Name: Anna Gerig 
Born: March 23, 1866 


Died: March 26, 1872 


Name: Magdalena Gerig 
Born: October 17, 1867 
Married: March 02, 1890 
Died: April 30, 1956 
Spouse: Joel Zimmerman 


Name: Joseph M. Gerig 
Born: June 30, 1869 
Married: April 19, 1892 
Died: May 10, 1954 
Spouse: Mary Zimmerman 


Name: Jacob B. Gerig 
Born: December 22, 1872 
Married: July 01, 1906 
Died: May 26, 1960 
Spouse: Minnie Rediger 


Name: Peter Gerig 
Born: July 23, 1874 
Married: December 13, 1898 
Died: September 18, 1969 
Spouse: Malinda Zimmerman 
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: Flanagan, IL 


: Butler County, OH 
: Woodburn, IN 


: Waldo Township, IL 


55S" 


: Gridley, IL 


: Waldo Township, IL 


55° 5 


: Waldo Township, IL 


: Waldo Township, IL 


S55" 


: Flanagan, IL 


: Waldo Township, IL 


BS et 


: Woodburn, IN 


: Waldo Township, IL 


Ses 


: Woodburn, IN 


: Waldo Township, IL 


S 5 5 


: Flanagan, IL 


29 


13 


14 


1D 


: Mary Gerig 
: November 11, 1876 


: January 05, 1968 
: Henry Gerig 


: John H. Gerig 

: May 11, 1878 

: March 15, 1903 

: December 09, 1918 
: Elizabeth Gerig 

: Chris Gerig 

: January 17, 1880 

: September 20, 1906 
: February 20, 1962 

: Mary Ann Litwiller 
: Elizabeth Gerig 

: May 20, 1881 

: February 06, 1918 
: June 17, 1966 

: Henry G. Becker 


: Emma Gerig 
: September 22, 1883 


: December 01, 1959 


: Benjamin F. Gerig 

: June 25, 1885 

: August 24, 1929 

: September 16, 1965 
: Gesina Joosten, Mathilda Fanny Litwiller 


: Lydia Gerig 
: September 04, 1887 


- October 15, 1887 
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Descendants of Joseph Gerig 


Generation No. 1 
1. Joseph4 Gerig (Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born November 01, 1826 in Strassburg, Germany, 
and died May 18, 1911 in Flanagan, IL. He married Fannie Roth February 25, 1864 in Tazewell County, IL, 
daughter of Joseph Roth and Anna Peterschmidt. 


Children of Joseph Gerig and Fannie Roth are: 


Tomas i. Katherine Gerig, born February 03, 1865 in Waldo Township, IL; died October 10, 1941 in Gridley, IL. 
3 ii. Anna Gerig, born March 23, 1866 in Waldo Township, IL; died March 26, 1872 in Waldo Township, IL. 
+ 4 ili. Magdalena Gerig, born October 17, 1867 in Waldo Township, IL; died April 30, 1956 in Flanagan, IL. 
ae) iv. Joseph M. Gerig, born June 30, 1869 in Waldo Township, IL; died May 10, 1954 in Woodburn, IN. 
+ 6 v. Jacob B. Gerig, born December 22, 1872 in Waldo Township, IL; died May 26, 1960 in Woodburn, IN. 
art vi. Peter Gerig, born July 23, 1874 in Waldo Township, IL; died September 18, 1969 in Flanagan, IL. 
+ 8 vii. Mary Gerig, born November 11, 1876 in Waldo Township, IL; died January 05, 1968 in Woodburn, IN. 
Ae, #9 viii. John H. Gerig, born May 11, 1878 in Waldo Township, IL; died December 09, 1918 in Woodburn, IN. 
meee () ix. Chris Gerig, born January 17, 1880 in Gridley, IL; died February 20, 1962 in Gridley, IL. 
a i x. Elizabeth Gerig, born May 20, 1881 in Waldo Township, IL; died June 17, 1966 in Fort Wayne, IN. 
12 xi. Emma Gerig, born September 22, 1883 in Waldo Township, IL; died December 01, 1959. 
13 xii. Benjamin F. Gerig, born June 25, 1885 in Waldo Township, IL; died September 16, 1965. He married 


(1) Gesina Joosten January 14, 1914. He married (2) Mathilda Fanny Litwiller August 24, 1929. 
14 xiii. Lydia Gerig, born September 04, 1887 in Pike Township, IL; died October 15, 1887 in Pike Township, 
je 


Generation No. 2 
2. KatherineS Gerig (Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born February 03, 1865 in Waldo 
Township, IL, and died October 10, 1941 in Gridley, IL. She married Christian Becker November 30, 1890, son 
of Andrew Becker and Eva Jorg. 


Children of Katherine Gerig and Christian Becker are: 


15 i. Lydia Fanny Becker, born January 10, 1892; died October 10, 1918. 
et 16 ii. Aaron Noah Becker, born December 25, 1893; died January 16, 1979. 
+ 17 iii. Levi Edward Becker, born May 24, 1898; died September 26, 1950. 


4. Magdalena5 Gerig (Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born October 17, 1867 in Waldo 
Township, IL, and died April 30, 1956 in Flanagan, IL. She married Joel Zimmerman March 02, 1890, son of 
Jacob Zimmerman and Mary Rinkenberger. 


Children of Magdalena Gerig and Joel Zimmerman are: 


+ 18 i. Elias Edwardé Zimmerman, born February 01, 1891; died April 18, 1980. 

ee 19 ii. Ezra Noah Zimmerman, born September 17, 1894; died May 22, 1946. 

+ <20 iii. Laura Ella Zimmerman, born September 08, 1896; died November 14, 1958. 
21 iv. Alma May Zimmerman, born May 14, 1900; died October 27, 1986. 
22 v. Edna Malinda Zimmerman, born March 26, 1905; died December 08, 1960. 


5. Joseph M.5 Gerig (Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born June 30, 1869 in Waldo Township, 
IL, and died May 10, 1954 in Woodburn, IN. He married Mary Zimmerman April 19, 1892, daughter of John 
Zimmerman and Magdalena Roth. 


Children of Joseph Gerig and Mary Zimmerman are: 


aus ee i. Ella Leah® Gerig, born January 25, 1893; died May 06, 1969. 

a 24 ii. Elmer Ezra Gerig, born June 08, 1895; died March 09, 1977. 

st ae 925) ili. Clara Esther Gerig, born August 08, 1898; died December 27, 1990. 
Po. 26 iv. Noah Joel Gerig, born December 15, 1899; died May 08, 1991. 


34 


aes v. Daniel Amos Gerig, born February 19, 1902; died October 25, 1981. 


6. Jacob B.5 Gerig (Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 22, 1872 in Waldo 
Township, IL, and died May 26, 1960 in Woodburn, IN. He married Minnie Rediger July 01, 1906, daughter of 
Jacob Rediger and Magdalena Litwiller. 


Children of Jacob Gerig and Minnie Rediger are: 
+d S i. Gaylord Edwiné Gerig, born June 03, 1915; died October 13, 1992. 
t+. 829 ii. Alvin Everett Gerig, born September 02, 1917; died January 17, 1984. 


7. Peters Gerig (Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 23, 1874 in Waldo Township, IL, 
and died September 18, 1969 in Flanagan, IL. He married Malinda Zimmerman December 13, 1898, daughter 
of Christian Zimmerman and Catharine Steckley. 


Children of Peter Gerig and Malinda Zimmerman are: 


30 i. Inez Mabel Gerig, born May 24, 1901; died October 21, 1918. 
31 ii. Lorena Magdalena Gerig, born October 05, 1905; died August 26, 1990. 
hee 4 ili. Sylvia Katherine Gerig, born June 10, 1908. 
33 iv. Lester Clifford Gerig, born May 23, 1911; died August 01, 1997. He married Mildred Mae Ehresman 


August 19, 1933. 


8. Marys Gerig (Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born November 11, 1876 in Waldo Township, 
IL, and died January 05, 1968 in Woodburn, IN. She married Henry Gerig, son of John Gerig and Miss 
Goldsmith. 


Child of Mary Gerig and Henry Gerig is: 
+34 i. Amanda Luella® Gerig, born June 24, 1903; died September 18, 1980. 


9. John H.5 Gerig (Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 11, 1878 in Waldo Township, IL, 
and died December 09, 1918 in Woodburn, IN. He married Elizabeth Gerig March 15, 1903, daughter of Joseph 
Gerig and Katharina Nofziger. 


Children of John Gerig and Elizabeth Gerig are: 
LANSS i. Harry Josephé Gerig, born July 13, 1910. 
shasiemnd: f ii. Mabel Fanny Gerig, born October 01, 1912; died July 15, 1936. 


10. Chris5 Gerig (Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born January 17, 1880 in Gridley, IL, and 
died February 20, 1962 in Gridley, IL. He married Mary Ann Litwiller September 20, 1906 in Gridley, IL, 
daughter of David Litwiller and Maria Rediger. 


Children of Chris Gerig and Mary Litwiller are: 
+. Sd i. Viola Maeé Gerig, born September 10, 1907 in Chenoa, IL; died June 22, 1993 in Meadows, IL. 
38 ii. Lillian Bernice Gerig, born April 22, 1912. 


11. ElizabethS Gerig (Joseph, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 20, 1881 in Waldo Township, 
IL, and died June 17, 1966 in Fort Wayne, IN. She married Henry G. Becker February 06, 1918, son of George 
Becker and Elisabeth Fischer. 

Children of Elizabeth Gerig and Henry Becker are: 

39 i. Luella Maeé Becker, born December 14, 1918; died December 14, 1918. 
+ 40 ii. Wilmer Roy Becker, born January 26, 1920; died November 12, 1968. 


Generation No. 3 


16. Aaron Noahé Becker (Katherines Gerig, Joseph+, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 
25, 1893, and died January 16, 1979. He married Esther Ann Birky February 21, 1923. 


Child of Aaron Becker and Esther Birky is: 


i 


+c 4] i. Helen Ruth? Becker, born April 19, 1925; died December 21, 1998. 


17. Levi Edward®¢ Becker (Katherines Gerig, Joseph, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 24, 
1898, and died September 26, 1950. He married Pearl Miller June 02, 1921. 


Children of Levi Becker and Pearl Miller are: 
+ 42 i. Doris Jean? Becker, born February 14, 1925. 
+ AS ii. Carolyn Lee Becker, born March 21, 1932. 


18. Elias Edward6 Zimmerman (Magdalena5 Gerig, Joseph+, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
February 01, 1891, and died April 18, 1980. He married Katherine B. Stucky September 07, 1918, daughter of 
Joseph Stucky and Elizabeth Hochstettler. 


Children of Elias Zimmerman and Katherine Stucky are: 


+ 44 i. Edwin Joseph? Zimmerman, born December 05, 1919. 
ig) we) ii. Orville Wilbur Zimmerman, born May 28, 1924; died September 27, 1974. 
46 ili. Vernon Kenneth Zimmerman, born August 06, 1928; died November 21, 1996. He married (1) Marilyn 


Ruth Pflederer December 16, 1967. He married (2) Joyce Wiese Parkhill April 1996. 


19. Ezra Noahé Zimmerman (Magdalena5 Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
September 17, 1894, and died May 22, 1946. He married Idella Barbara Staker June 12, 1919, daughter of 
Aaron Staker and Kathryn Wagler. 


Children of Ezra Zimmerman and Idella Staker are: 
+ 47 i. Darlene Kathryn? Zimmerman, born August 28, 1922. 
cmt OE ii. Verniel Frances Zimmerman, born November 24, 1924. 


20. Laura Ellas Zimmerman (Magdalena Gerig, Joseph, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
September 08, 1896, and died November 14, 1958. She married Peter Stucky January 21, 1920, son of Christian 
Stucky and Catherine Stuckey. 


Children of Laura Zimmerman and Peter Stucky are: 


am NY i. Jerald Vernon’ Stucky, born October 16, 1921; died July 19, 1998. 
50 ii. Leland Lale Stucky, born July 08, 1926; died August 10, 1975. 
51 ill. Delite Magdalene Stucky, born January 15, 1928. 


23. Ella Leah¢ Gerig (Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born January 25, 1893, and 
died May 06, 1969. She married Henry Gerig June 01, 1919, son of John Gerig and Anna Gerig. 


Children of Ella Gerig and Henry Gerig are: 
a2 i. Lester Joseph? Gerig, born March 14, 1924. 
ae aa) ii. Annabelle Mae Gerig, born May 11, 1929. 


24. Elmer Ezraé Gerig (Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born June 08, 1895, and 
died March 09, 1977. He married Mary Ann Steiner May 15, 1918, daughter of Paul Steiner and Magdalena 
Gerig. 

Children of Elmer Gerig and Mary Steiner are: 

#4 i. Norman Leon’ Gerig, born November 02, 1924. 
ime ii. Janice Marceil Gerig, born October 26, 1934. 


25. Clara Esther6 Gerig (Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born August 08, 1898, 
and died December 27, 1990. She married Jesse Andrew Yaggy January 30, 1918, son of Andrew Yaggy and 
Lydia Gerig. 


Child of Clara Gerig and Jesse Yaggy is: 
+550 i. Loretta Joan? Yaggy, born December 11, 1931. 


26. Noah Joelé Gerig (Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 15, 1899, 
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and died May 08, 1991. He married Elsie Mae Ehresman December 28, 1922, daughter of Samuel Ehresman 
and Fannie Oyer. 


Children of Noah Gerig and Elsie Ehresman are: 


a ST i. Emerald Dale? Gerig, born July 31, 1925. 
amp acot:| ii. Merle Leon Gerig, born March 22, 1927. 
+, 69 iii. Eloise Joan Gerig, born September 06, 1931. 


27. Daniel Amos¢ Gerig (Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born February 19, 1902, 
and died October 25, 1981. He married (1) Wanda Berneice Miller January 23, 1924. He married (2) Lula 
Marguerite Gearhart 1950. He married (3) Verda C. Reynolds June 20, 1968. 


Children of Daniel Gerig and Wanda Miller are: 


+r 60 i. Evelyn Marie? Gerig, born January 10, 1925. 

+ 61 ii. Delores Mary Gerig, born November 24, 1927. 

#1162 ili. Cletus LeVon Gerig, born September 19, 1929. 

a OS iv. Carol Bernice Gerig, born June 05, 1934; died April 27, 1987. 
+ 64 v. Karen Sue Gerig, born March 18, 1943. 


28. Gaylord Edwin¢ Gerig (Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born June 03, 1915, 
and died October 13, 1992. He married Ola Mae Raber November 24, 1938. 


Children of Gaylord Gerig and Ola Raber are: 


65 i. Clifford Eugene? Gerig, born June 01, 1939. 
+ 66 ii. Kenneth Lee Gerig, born August 08, 1941. 

67 iii. Theodore Lewis Gerig, born May 13, 1943; died October 03, 1966. 
+ 68 iv. Gaylord Leon Gerig, born May 31, 1953. 


29. Alvin Everett Gerig (Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born September 02, 
1917, and died January 17, 1984. He married Mildred June Dancer February 01, 1942. 


Children of Alvin Gerig and Mildred Dancer are: 
+ 69 i. Rita Nanette? Gerig, born March 18, 1943. 
emer dt ii. Larry Dean Gerig, born August 25, 1945. 


32. Sylvia Katherine‘ Gerig (Peter5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born June 10, 1908. She 
married Harry Clarence Knuth June 13, 1940. 


Children of Sylvia Gerig and Harry Knuth are: 
ay i i. Charlotte Kay7 Knuth, born April 11, 1941. 
eee ii. Lois Elaine Knuth, born March 26, 1942. 


34. Amanda Luella® Gerig (Mary5, Joseph+, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born June 24, 1903, and 
died September 18, 1980. She married Elmer Alexander Adreon December 14, 1926. 


Children of Amanda Gerig and Elmer Adreon are: 
73 i. Mary Amanda’ Adreon, born May 02, 1929; died December 26, 1988. 
sae TA ii. Ronald Lee Adreon, born July 08, 1943. 


35. Harry Joseph Gerig (John H.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 13, 1910. He 
married Ida Kathryn Ehresman March 27, 1932, daughter of Samuel Ehresman and Fannie Oyer. 


Children of Harry Gerig and Ida Ehresman are: 


any weet fe) i. Harold Wayne? Gerig, born February 21, 1935. 
hee ii. Ivan Richard Gerig, born September 24, 1940. 
+ 97 iii. Jerry Dean Gerig, born May 12, 1942. 

ees iv. Donald Alvin Gerig, born July 21, 1944. 
Tare v. Dennis Melvin Gerig, born July 21, 1944. 


36. Mabel Fanny® Gerig (John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, Johannes!) was born October 01, 1912, 
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and died July 15, 1936. She married Earl Myron Brown March 26, 1932. 


Children of Mabel Gerig and Earl Brown are: 


+ 80 i. Clarence Earl? Brown, born January 30, 1933. 
Toe. | ii. Ruth Marie Brown, born May 06, 1934. 
+S 2 iii. David Lee Brown, born December 09, 1935. 


37. Viola Maeé Gerig (Chris5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born September 10, 1907 in 
Chenoa, IL, and died June 22, 1993 in Meadows, IL. She married Elden Wayne Roth September 15, 1927 in 
Flanagan, IL, son of Daniel Roth and Barbara Ehresman. 


Children of Viola Gerig and Elden Roth are: 


83 i. Donald Wayne? Roth, born September 28, 1935 in Bloomington, IL. He married Maureen Kay Rupp 
October 28, 1961 in Archbold, OH. 
+ 84 il. Marilyn Mae Roth, born February 04, 1937 in Bloomington, IL. 
eee ili. Margery Lou Roth, born February 20, 1939 in Bloomington, IL. 
4. 86 iv. Elden David Roth, born March 07, 1940 in Bloomington, IL. 
87 v. Cheryl Ann Roth, born May 23, 1944 in Bloomington, IL. 


38. Lillian Bernice® Gerig (Chris5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born April 22, 1912. She 
married Ezra Stucky September 05, 1928, son of Christian Stucky and Catherine Stuckey. 


Children of Lillian Gerig and Ezra Stucky are: 


+P. 88 i. Jean Kathryn? Stucky, born August 04, 1935. 
+ 89 ii. Richard Lee Stucky, born May 17, 1940. 
a 90 iii. Roger Carl Stucky, born March 28, 1943. 


40. Wilmer Roy® Becker (Elizabeths Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born January 26, 
1920, and died November 12, 1968. He married Mary Evans. 


Child of Wilmer Becker and Mary Evans is: 
91 i. Cynthia Ann? Becker, born September 01, 1946. 
Generation No. 4 


41. Helen Ruth’ Becker (Aaron Noah, KatherineS Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
April 19, 1925, and died December 21, 1998. She married Bernard Celestial Highland September 22, 1956. 


Children of Helen Becker and Bernard Highland are: 
92 i. John Mark’ Highland, born September 13, 1958. 
te Ss ii. Linda Kaye Highland, born August 27, 1962. 


42. Doris Jean? Becker (Levi Edwardé, KatherineS Gerig, Joseph, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
February 14, 1925. She married Robert James Bushelle September 19, 1945. 


Children of Doris Becker and Robert Bushelle are: 


+ 94 i. Gregory Keith8 Bushelle, born September 10, 1948. 
+895 ii. Sandra Lee Bushelle, born December 07, 1950. 

Eee G iii. David Allen Bushelle, born October 17, 1953. 

or OF iv. Donna Dee Bushelle, born December 14, 1958. 


43. Carolyn Lee’ Becker (Levi Edward6, Katherine5 Gerig, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes?, Johannes!) was 
born March 21, 1932. She married Martin Edward Fogarty. 


Children of Carolyn Becker and Martin Fogarty are: 

98 i. Linda Louise’ Fogarty, born June 01, 1954. 
99 ii. Mark John Fogarty, born April 23, 1956. 
100 ili. Jeffery Scott Fogarty, born October 15, 1958. 


Sie: 


44, Edwin Joseph? Zimmerman (Elias Edward6, Magdalenas Gerig, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born December 05, 1919. He married Lois Eileen Hochstetler September 09, 1947, daughter of 
Ervan Hochstettler and Sadie Ackerman. 


Children of Edwin Zimmerman and Lois Hochstetler are: 


+ Ol i. Phillip Dale’ Zimmerman, born February 05, 1950. 
+) B02 ii. Lester Ray Zimmerman, born August 18, 1953. 
103 iii. Esther Kay Zimmerman, born August 18, 1953. She married Jack Dean Alexander August 25, 1990. 


45. Orville Wilbur? Zimmerman (Elias Edward6, Magdalena5 Gerig, Joseph, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born May 28, 1924, and died September 27, 1974. He married Juanita Vivian Korta November 
23, 1956. 


Children of Orville Zimmerman and Juanita Korta are: 
104 i. Barbara Lynn’ Zimmerman, born September 30, 1959. 
+ me 10S ii. Carol Ann Zimmerman, born November 05, 1961. 


47. Darlene Kathryn’ Zimmerman (Ezra Noah6, Magdalena Gerig, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born August 28, 1922. She married Clarence Dale Jensen January 21, 1945. 


Child of Darlene Zimmerman and Clarence Jensen is: 
+ 106 i. Cline Reece’ Jensen, born December 03, 1952. 


48. Verniel Frances? Zimmerman (Ezra Noah6, Magdalenas Gerig, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born November 24, 1924. She married Paul August Koeller May 11, 1946. 


Children of Verniel Zimmerman and Paul Koeller are: 
+107 i. Jan Paul’ Koeller, born November 22, 1949. 
+ =108 ii. Grant Harlan Koeller, born March 09, 1954. 


49. Jerald Vernon’ Stucky (Laura Ella’ Zimmerman, MagdalenaS Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born October 16, 1921, and died July 19, 1998. He married Betty Jean Block January 14, 1949. 


Child of Jerald Stucky and Betty Block is: 
109 i. Dallas Jay’ Stucky, born May 21, 1953. He married Brenda Lucille Ahrends March 06, 1982. 


52. Lester Joseph’ Gerig (Ella Leah®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born March 
14, 1924. He married Waneta Inez DeWitte September 09, 1943. 


Children of Lester Gerig and Waneta DeWitte are: 


+ RIO i. Lester Joseph’ Gerig, born December 08, 1943. 
+> Shh ii. Connie Sue Gerig, born September 13, 1945. 

+ et iii. Dean Allen Gerig, born January 25, 1947. 
ees iv. Terry Lee Gerig, born April 02, 1948. 

+> oli4 v. Gloria Jean Gerig, born June 14, 1951. 

+ hes vi. Randy Joe Gerig, born March 02, 1954. 

Ha IG vii. Dennis Lee Gerig, born June 22, 1955. 


53. Annabelle Mae’ Gerig (Ella Leah‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 
11,1929. She married Robert Wayne Bollier June 28, 1947. 


Children of Annabelle Gerig and Robert Bollier are: 


+” 2D, i. Nancy Anné Bollier, born August 21, 1949. 
+ TLIS ii. William Henry Bollier, born January 16, 1952. 
it SEES ili. Kay Marie Bollier, born April 09, 1957. 


54. Norman Leon’ Gerig (Elmer Ezra‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
November 02, 1924. He married (1) Mary Lou Williamson January 06, 1946. He married (2) Chris Madden 
December 11, 1998. 
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Children of Norman Gerig and Mary Williamson are: 


+120 i. Kathleen Ann8 Gerig, born October 28, 1949. 
12) ii. Gail Lynn Gerig, born March 30, 1953. 
+5 7122 iii. Michael Wayne Gerig, born August 14, 1956. 


55. Janice Marceil? Gerig (Elmer Ezra‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
October 26, 1934. She married Andrew Delagrange February 11, 1956. 


Child of Janice Gerig and Andrew Delagrange is: 
4) 123 i. Penny Sue’ Delagrange, born May 13, 1957. 


56. Loretta Joan? Yaggy (Clara Estheré Gerig, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was 
born December 11, 1931. She married Kenneth Charles Fiedler March 31, 1951. 


Children of Loretta Yaggy and Kenneth Fiedler are: 


+. 4124 i. Keith Allen’ Fiedler, born October 19, 1951. 
* 125 li. Ricky Lynn Fiedler, born December 04, 1953. 
ae AXE ili. Michael Duane Fiedler, born January 23, 1955; died March 20, 1996. 
27 iv. Kevin Brian Fiedler, born August 05, 1965. He married Lisa Brunson August 16, 1987. 


57. Emerald Dale? Gerig (Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph+, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 
31, 1925. He married Gewndolyn Irene Somerville June 18, 1949 in Morris, PA. 


Children of Emerald Gerig and Gewndolyn Somerville are: 
+7 2128 i. Emily Anné’ Gerig, born February 03, 1951. 
129 il. Gregory Lee Gerig, born November 27, 1954. 
+130 iii. Onalee Irene Gerig, born February 13, 1957. 
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58. Merle Leon’ Gerig (Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born March 
22, 1927. He married Eloise Elizabeth Klaehn August 09, 1952. 


Children of Merle Gerig and Eloise Klaehn are: 


Pas bey | i. Jacquelyn Sue’ Gerig, born January 21, 1954. 
ae ANS ii. Dean Leon Gerig, born January 27, 1957. 
+ 133 iii. Jill Marie Gerig, born August 28, 1958. 
134 iv. Denise Louise Gerig, born March 04, 1962. She married Donald Gilbert Ecker. Jr. August 09, 1997. 


59. Eloise Joan? Gerig (Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
September 06, 1931. She married Gerald Edward Thorne August 25, 1956. 


Children of Eloise Gerig and Gerald Thorne are: 
ae LAS i. Susan Lynne’ Thorne, born August 31, 1958. 
+ #136 ii. Michael Curtis Thorne, born March 12, 1963. 


60. Evelyn Marie’ Gerig (Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
January 10, 1925. She married Carl Bernard Klaus July 29, 1944. 


Children of Evelyn Gerig and Carl Klaus are: 


AE i. Terry Lee’ Klaus, born April 28, 1945. 
+, 38 ii. Deanna Marie Klaus, born July 31, 1947. 
+ 139 ili. Jannette Louise Klaus, born May 10, 1949. 
140 iv. Richard Carl Klaus, born September 12, 1951; died September 15, 1951. 


61. Delores Mary’ Gerig (Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
November 24, 1927. She married (1) William Robert Hawk May 03, 1947. She married (2) Roger Mack 
Arthur June 06, 1975. 


Children of Delores Gerig and William Hawk are: 
= ae EG i. Robert Joe’ Hawk, born May 12, 1948. 
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+ 4142 ii. Dennis Allen Hawk, born May 12, 1949. 


+ 143 iii. Jenelle Annette Hawk, born July 19, 1951. 
hah oe iv. Bonita Jane Hawk, born September 14, 1952. 
145 v. Lynette Dee Hawk, born March 02, 1956. She married Jerry Vincent Gerace July 07, 1984. 


+: 146 vi. Keith Stanley Hawk, born September 12, 1962. 


62. Cletus LeVon7 Gerig (Daniel Amos‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, Johannes!) was born 
September 19, 1929. He married Barbara Josephine Terral August 20, 1950. 


Children of Cletus Gerig and Barbara Terral are: 
+ 147 i. Deborah Leigh’ Gerig, born October 12, 1955. 
148 ii. Jeffrey Brian Gerig, born March 27, 1958. 
+ 149 iii. David Clete Gerig, born February 07, 1960. 
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63. Carol Bernice? Gerig (Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
June 05, 1934, and died April 27, 1987. She married David Lee Heffner October 20, 1952. 


Children of Carol Gerig and David Heffner are: 


tL SO i. Michael Lee’ Heffner, born December 14, 1953. 
a i | ii. Julia Bernice Heffner, born July 09, 1956. 
ce) a bPe iii. Russell Dean Heffner, born March 18, 1960. 


64. Karen Sue? Gerig (Daniel Amos¢, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes, Johannes!) was born March 
18, 1943. She married Richard Dean Schaffer September 23, 1963. 


Children of Karen Gerig and Richard Schaffer are: 
153 i. Frank Alan’ Schaffer, born April 18, 1969. 
154 ii. Michael Scott Schaffer, born March 29, 1971. 


65. Clifford Eugene’? Gerig (Gaylord Edwin‘, Jacob B.5, Joseph, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
June 01, 1939. He married Dorothy Jeanette Pankratrz July 14, 1960. 


Child of Clifford Gerig and Dorothy Pankratrz is: 
55 vi eb! i. Esther Louise’ Gerig, born February 27, 1969. 


66. Kenneth Lee? Gerig (Gaylord Edwin®, Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
August 08, 1941. He married Alta Rose Wolfer December 27, 1965. 


Children of Kenneth Gerig and Alta Wolfer are: 


156 i. Arlan Kent’ Gerig, born November 28, 1966. He married Elizabeth Anne Cipollone December 16, 1995. 
tant ae ii. Galen Lewis Gerig, born April 24, 1969. 
158 ili. Lynette Rose Gerig, born July 30, 1975. She married Kenneth Clare Lovelace August 23, 1997. 


68. Gaylord Leon’? Gerig (Gaylord Edwin®, Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
May 31, 1953. He married Patricia Rae Fletcher December 22, 1974. 


Children of Gaylord Gerig and Patricia Fletcher are: 


159 i. Tiffany Rae’ Gerig, born October 07, 1977. 
160 ii. Drew Leon Gerig, born July 05, 1981. 
161 iii. Adam Leon Gerig, born April 18, 1985. 


69. Rita Nanette? Gerig (Alvin Everett6, Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
March 18, 1943. She married James Allen Raichart August 04, 1974. 


Child of Rita Gerig and James Raichart is: 
162 i. Gary James Raichart, born January 17, 1983. 


70. Larry Dean’ Gerig (Alvin Everett6, Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
August 25, 1945. He married Patsy S. Revert June 12, 1965. 
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Children of Larry Gerig and Patsy Revert are: 
163 i. Michelle Lynn’ Gerig, born September 03, 1974. 
164 ii. Brian Dean Gerig, born October 10, 1976. 


71. Charlotte Kay’? Knuth (Sylvia Katherineé Gerig, Peters, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was 
born April 11, 1941. She married Renald Stephen Perilllo August 28, 1965. 


Children of Charlotte Knuth and Renald Perilllo are: 


165 i. Stephen Renald8 Perilllo, born February 20, 1966. He married Lori Snelson July 15, 1989. 
+ 166 ii. Christopher Martin Perilllo, born August 16, 1968. 
167 iii. Rebecca Ann Perilllo, born June 10, 1974. 


72. Lois Elaine? Knuth (Sylvia Katherineé Gerig, PeterS, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
March 26, 1942. She married (1) Norman Edmund Capp December 08, 1967. She married (2) Raymond 
Eugene Sorenson September 22, 1990. 


Child of Lois Knuth and Norman Capp is: 
+ 168 i. Catherine Elizabeth’ Capp, born April 26, 1973. 


74. Ronald Lee? Adreon (Amanda Luella® Gerig, Mary5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 


July 08, 1943. He married (1) Karen Sue Rinard July 04, 1964. He married (2) June Marie (Pelkie) Goldy 
October 09, 1986. 


Children of Ronald Adreon and Karen Rinard are: 


+7 7169 i. Andrea Sue’ Adreon, born October 09, 1965. 
170 ii. Ronald Lee Adreon, born July 20, 1966. 
+ 171 iii. Tracey Lynn Adreon, born March 07, 1969. 


75. Harold Wayne’ Gerig (Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
February 21, 1935. He married Gloria Ellen Basting February 09, 1954. 


Children of Harold Gerig and Gloria Basting are: 


ap a P- i. Debbra Kay’ Gerig, born March 29, 1955. 
af AWE: ii. Jennifer Kay Gerig, born September 30, 1957. 
to L74 ili. Harold George Gerig IL born July 17, 1961. 

175 iv. Joseph Wayne Gerig, born May 19, 1967. 
ES v. Gloria Nellie Rosa Gerig, born December 19, 1970. 
Fos al 7 vi. David Jon Gerig, born September 08, 1973. 


76. Ivan Richard’ Gerig (Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
September 24, 1940. He married Sharon Jean Remenschneider February 20, 1960. 


Children of Ivan Gerig and Sharon Remenschneider are: 
F178 i. Todd Alan’ Gerig, born March 13, 1961. 
ce eK, ii. Teri Lynn Gerig, born August 15, 1964. 
a 8180 iii. Timothy Jon Gerig, born January 30, 1969. 


77. Jerry Dean’ Gerig (Harry Joseph, John H.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 12, 
1942. He married Christine Carpenter August 05, 1967. 


Children of Jerry Gerig and Christine Carpenter are: 
18] i. Kathryn Leslie’ Gerig, born August 24, 1972. She married Jerry Edward Dobbs May 07, 1996. 
182 ii. Michelle Eileen Gerig, born September 29, 1975. 


78. Donald Alvin? Gerig (Harry Joseph, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 
21, 1944. He married (1) Trudy Kay Gerig March 16, 1963. He married (2) Shirley Blake 1977. He married 
(3) Patricia Paulette Vinson November 04, 1985. 


Children of Donald Gerig and Trudy Gerig are: 
+ 183 i. Joni Renee’ Gerig, born April 17, 1964. 
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+ 184 ii Amy Beth Gerig, born February 04, 1967. 


Child of Donald Gerig and Shirley Blake is: 
185 i. Steven Ryan’ Gerig, born April 08, 1979. 


79. Dennis Melvin’ Gerig (Harry Joseph, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 
21, 1944. He married Patricia Lee Harris August 14,1971. 


Child of Dennis Gerig and Patricia Harris is: 
186 i. Lori Marie’ Gerig, born August 18, 1977. 


80. Clarence Earl? Brown (Mabel Fannyé Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was 
born January 30, 1933. He married Evelyn Elizabeth Blanchard October 29, 1952. 


Children of Clarence Brown and Evelyn Blanchard are: 
Peer Loy i. Dennis Claire’ Brown, born October 08, 1953. 

188 ii. Sherwood Patrick Brown, born March 17, 1958. He married Luanne Petome August 29, 1987. 
+, “89 iii. Debra Lynn Brown, born July 01, 1962. 


81. Ruth Marie? Brown (Mabel Fanny® Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
May 06, 1934. She married Marvin Wesley Rice October 31, 1953. 


Child of Ruth Brown and Marvin Rice is: 
+ 190 i. Sandra Lee’ Rice, born November 26, 1954. 


82. David Lee? Brown (Mabel Fannyé Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
December 09, 1935. He married Bettie Marie Nash June 29, 1957. 


Children of David Brown and Bettie Nash are: 


+ 191 i. Cheryl Marie’ Brown, born December 09, 1958. 
a rel bP ii. Diane Lynn Brown, born September 06, 1961. 
+1 93 iii. Paul David Brown, born May 08, 1963. 

+ 194 iv. Sue Ann Brown, born December 21, 1964. 


84. Marilyn Mae’ Roth (Viola Mae Gerig, Chris5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
February 04, 1937 in Bloomington, IL. She married Richard Lee Oyer March 25, 1956 in Gridley, IL. 


Children of Marilyn Roth and Richard Oyer are: 


195 i. Brenda Lee’ Oyer, born February 20, 1957. She married Mark Lee Birkey August 20, 1995 in Gridley, 
IL. 
+ 196 ii. Linda Mae Oyer, born June 18, 1958. 
fo easy ili. Janet Sue Oyer, born July 04, 1959. 
+ 198 iv. Cindy Jo Oyer, born April 08, 1961. 


85. Margery Lou’ Roth (Viola Mae‘ Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
February 20, 1939 in Bloomington, IL. She married Roger Kay Frey August 27, 1960 in Gridley, IL, son of 
Albert Frey and Elsie Raber. 


Children of Margery Roth and Roger Frey are: 


+ 199 i. Cary David’ Frey, born October 18, 1961. 
200 ii. Kyle Dean Frey, born April 12, 1963; died September 14, 1995. 
201 iii. Craig Dallas Frey, born November 01, 1974. He married Kendrea Jean Schroeder September 05, 1998. 


86. Elden David? Roth (Viola Maeé Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born March 
07, 1940 in Bloomington, IL. He married Judith Evelyn Johnson September 20, 1969 in Glen Ellyn, IL. 


Children of Elden Roth and Judith Johnson are: 
202 i. Ryan David’ Roth, born November 27, 1975. 
203 ii. Trenton Donn Roth, born August 21, 1977. 
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87. Cheryl Ann’ Roth (Viola Mae6 Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 
23, 1944 in Bloomington, IL. She married Earl Ivan Cecil July 08, 1967 in Fort Wayne, IN. 


Children of Cheryl Roth and Earl Cecil are: 
+ 204 i. Angela Beth’ Cecil, born June 02, 1970 in Lafayette, IN. 
205 ii. Aric Nathan Cecil, born August 02, 1972. He married Tiffany Diane Mylott May 31, 1997. 
206 ili. Andrew Jon Cecil, born May 16, 1978. 
207 iv. April Joy Cecil, born April 23, 1980. 


88. Jean Kathryn’ Stucky (Lillian Bernice Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was 
born August 04, 1935. She married Leon Wayne Folkers November 06, 1955 in Gridley, IL. 


Child of Jean Stucky and Leon Folkers is: 
+ 208 i. Jerry Ivan’ Velichkoff, born August 10, 1950. 


89. Richard Lee’ Stucky (Lillian Berniceé Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
May 17, 1940. He married Betty Jane Witzig June 17, 1962. 


Children of Richard Stucky and Betty Witzig are: 


209 i. Teresa Lynn’ Stucky, born June 19, 1963. 
LO ii. Julie Ann Stucky, born October 02, 1965. 

a | iii. Richard Ramond Stucky, born December 05, 1969. 

212 iv. Patricia Jane Stucky, born March 13, 1972. 


90. Roger Carl’ Stucky (Lillian Bernice® Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born 
March 28, 1943. He married Bonita Mae Koerner December 26, 1965 in Bloomington, IL. 


Children of Roger Stucky and Bonita Koerner are: 
253 i. Christopher David’ Stucky, born June 21, 1969. He married Carolyn Louise Robinson June 03, 1995. 
214 ii. Heather Rebecca Stucky, born February 17, 1975. 


Generation No. 5 


93. Linda Kaye’ Highland (Helen Ruth’ Becker, Aaron Noah®, Katherine5 Gerig, Joseph‘, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born August 27, 1962. She married Edward J. Lewis February 25, 1995. 


Children of Linda Highland and Edward Lewis are: 
215 i. Kayla Ruth? Lewis, born April 04, 1997. 
216 ii. John Kevin Lewis, born March 19, 1999. 


94. Gregory Keith’ Bushelle (Doris Jean? Becker, Levi Edward6, KatherineS Gerig, Joseph+, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born September 10, 1948. He married (2) Victoria Ann Rosencrantz 1996. 


Child of Gregory Bushelle is: 
217 i. Tonya? Farrell, born June 21, 1971. 


95. Sandra Lee’ Bushelle (Doris Jean? Becker, Levi Edward6, KatherineS Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 07, 1950. She married Bruce Thomas Boulton September 1978. 


Child of Sandra Bushelle and Bruce Boulton is: 
218 i. Christopher Bruce? Boulton, born August 07, 1979. 


96. David Allen’ Bushelle (Doris Jean? Becker, Levi Edward®, KatherineS Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born October 17, 1953. He married Kathleen Weaver November 1980. 


Child of David Bushelle and Kathleen Weaver is: 
219 i. Ethan David? Bushelle, born August 20, 1981. 
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97. Donna Dee’ Bushelle (Doris Jean? Becker, Levi Edward6, Katherines Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 14, 1958. She married Gary William Klages April 28, 1984. 


Children of Donna Bushelle and Gary Klages are: 
220 i. Kyle Ryan? Klages, born September 03, 1986. 
221 ii. Kimberly Lauren Klages, born April 20, 1988. 


101. Phillip Dale’ Zimmerman (Edwin Joseph’, Elias Edward6, Magdalena5 Gerig, Joseph‘, Joseph3, 
Johannes?2, Johannes!) was born February 05, 1950. He married Shirlee Jean Hartter November 18, 1972. 


Children of Phillip Zimmerman and Shirlee Hartter are: 


19 8 i. Brad Joseph? Zimmerman, born April 22, 1976. 
223 ii. Scott Phillip Zimmerman, born April 04, 1979. 
224 iii. Dean Michael Zimmerman, born June 04, 1983. 


102. Lester Ray’ Zimmerman (Edwin Joseph’, Elias Edward6, Magdalena5 Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born August 18, 1953. He married Linda Joy Wittmer August 12, 1978. 


Children of Lester Zimmerman and Linda Wittmer are: 


225 i. Ryan Jay9 Zimmerman, born June 12, 1982. 
226 ii. Sara Lois Zimmerman, born February 06, 1985. 
Zen ill. Jodi Kay Zimmerman, born July 01, 1986. 


105. Carol Ann’ Zimmerman (Orville Wilbur7, Elias Edward6, MagdalenaS Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born November 05, 1961. She married William Eric Litwiller August 10, 1991. 


Children of Carol Zimmerman and William Litwiller are: 
228 i. Jacob William9 Litwiller, born January 09, 1996. 
229 ii. Joel Thomas Litwiller, born April 25, 1999. 


106. Cline Reece’ Jensen (Darlene Kathryn? Zimmerman, Ezra Noah, Magdalena Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 03, 1952. He married Elizabeth Ann Hartsock September 03, 1977. 


Children of Cline Jensen and Elizabeth Hartsock are: 
230 i. Kyleen Nicole? Jensen, born December 05, 1978. 
231 ii. Rachael Marie Jensen, born June 19, 1980. 


107. Jan Paul8 Koeller (Verniel Frances? Zimmerman, Ezra Noah6, Magdalena5 Gerig, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born November 22, 1949. He married (1) Jo Anne Marie Kennedy June 18, 1971. 
He married (2) Susan Adele Tuttle June 25, 1982. 


Children of Jan Koeller and Jo Kennedy are: 
232 i. Benjamin August? Koeller, born March 12, 1973. 
233 ii. Julie Marie Koeller, born May 25, 1976. 


Children of Jan Koeller and Susan Tuttle are: 
234 i. Christopher Charles? Koeller, born June 01, 1983. 
235 il. Jennifer Carol Koeller, born September 06, 1986. 


108. Grant Harlan8 Koeller (Verniel Frances? Zimmerman, Ezra Noah6, Magdalena Gerig, Joseph4, 
Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born March 09, 1954. He married Cynthia Lee Griner August 08, 1981. 


Children of Grant Koeller and Cynthia Griner are: 


236 i. Laura Ann? Koeller, born February 19, 1984. 
237 ii. Steven Paul Koeller, born May 08, 1986. 
238 ili. Leanne Marie Koeller, born July 03, 1989. 


110. Lester Joseph’ Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Ella Leah‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4+, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born December 08, 1943. He married Vicki Lynn Nern November 16, 1963. 
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Children of Lester Gerig and Vicki Nern are: 


SP i. Lori Ann? Gerig, born May 13, 1964. 

239 ii. Mark Allen Gerig, born November 26, 1965. He married Jenny Lynn Durbin May 23, 1992. 
+ 240 ili. Robyn Lynn Gerig, born November 14, 1967. 
+> 24) iv. Todd Alan Gerig, born April 10, 1971. 


111. Connie Sue’ Gerig (Lester Joseph7, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born September 13, 1945. She married Melvin Theodore Downs April 02, 1966. 


Children of Connie Gerig and Melvin Downs are: 
242 i. Michelle Lee? Downs, born March 09, 1976. 
243 ii. Bradley Joe Downs, born June 15, 1978. 


112. Dean Allen’ Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born January 25, 1947. He married (1) Diana Lynn Madden August 14, 1966. He married (2) Rita Jayne 
Roe October 09, 1976. He married (3) Cheryle Jane Sorg April 03, 1987. 


Children of Dean Gerig and Diana Madden are: 


+ 244 i. Denise Renee? Gerig, born July 21, 1967. 
245 ii. Douglas Allen Gerig, born November 25, 1970. 
Children of Dean Gerig and Cheryle Sorg are: 
246 i. Terry Joseph? Gerig, born December 08, 1988. 
247 ii. Zachary Allen Gerig, born March 09, 1990. 


113. Terry Lee’ Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born April 02, 1948. He married (1) Gwen Lee Purk January 27, 1968. He married (2) Margaret Marie 
Tolliver February 16, 1995. 


Children of Terry Gerig and Gwen Purk are: 
248 i. Bobbie Jo? Gerig, born May 15, 1968. 
249 ii. Terri Lee Gerig, born September 04, 1970. She married Steve Douglas Kortokrax October 09, 1993. 


114. Gloria Jean’ Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Ella Leah®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born June 14, 1951. She married Oriean Donald Clayton July 10, 1971. 


Children of Gloria Gerig and Oriean Clayton are: 


250 i. Jeffery Alan? Clayton, born November 30, 1970. He married Tiffany Elizabeth Fritz July 18, 1998. 
251 ii. Marc Robert Clayton, born June 17, 1976. 
22 ili. Michael Oriean Clayton, born November 06, 1981. 


115. Randy Joe’ Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Ella Leah®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born March 02, 1954. He married (1) Rebecca Kaye Hughes March 02, 1974. He married (2) Irene 
Louise Bradtmueller July 17, 1993. 


Children of Randy Gerig and Rebecca Hughes are: 


253 i. Jason Lee? Gerig, born December 22, 1975. He married Jennifer Gail Dubbins October 18, 1997. 
254 ii. Amy Jo Gerig, born December 18, 1977. 
a oS ili. Christine Marie Gerig, born May 21, 1980. 


116. Dennis Lee’ Gerig (Lester Joseph7, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born June 22, 1955. He married Merry Anne Meglich March 27, 1975. 


Child of Dennis Gerig and Merry Meglich is: 
“+e 256 i. Jaime Inez Gerig, born October 22, 1976. 


117. Nancy Ann8 Bollier (Annabelle Mae? Gerig, Ella Leah®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, 
Johannes!) was born August 21, 1949. She married (1) David Karl Haberkorn February 20, 1970. She 
married (2) Gary Lynn Meinerding December 01, 1978. 
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Children of Nancy Bollier and David Haberkorn are: 
257 i. Erik David? Haberkorn, born July 12, 1970. 
258 ii, Tera Kay Haberkorn, born April 18, 1975. 


118. William Henry Bollier (Annabelle Mae? Gerig, Ella Leah¢, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 


Johannes!) was born January 16, 1952. He married Vicki Jo Gerbers June 09, 1973. 


Children of William Bollier and Vicki Gerbers are: 


259 i. Lindsey Rae? Bollier, born January 07, 1978. 
260 ii. Sidney Jo Bollier, born August 30, 1981. 
261 iii. Kasey Kristine Bollier, born November 23, 1986. 


119. Kay Marie8 Bollier (Annabelle Mae? Gerig, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, 


Johannes!) was born April 09, 1957. She married Gary Lynn Remenschneider August 27, 1977. 


Children of Kay Bollier and Gary Remenschneider are: 


262 i. Tiana Marie? Remenschneider, born December 12, 1980. 
263 ii. Garett Robert Remenschneider, born January 06, 1984. 
264 iii. Haley Korine Remenschneider, born September 09, 1987. 


120. Kathleen Ann’ Gerig (Norman Leon’, Elmer Ezra‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 


Johannes!) was born October 28, 1949. She married Stephen Mark Bowman March 25, 1972. 


Children of Kathleen Gerig and Stephen Bowman are: 


265 i. Jennifer Ann? Bowman, born September 28, 1977. 
266 ii. Jill Stephanie Bowman, born December 01, 1979. 
267 iii. David Mark Bowman, born April 09, 1982. 


121. Gail Lynn’ Gerig (Norman Leon’, Elmer Ezra‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 


was born March 30, 1953. She married Gregory Dean Bratton June 15, 1974. 


Children of Gail Gerig and Gregory Bratton are: 
268 i. Matthew Brandon? Bratton, born August 14, 1983. 
269 ii. Janie Crystal Bratton, born August 01, 1985. 


122. Michael Wayne’ Gerig (Norman Leon’, Elmer Ezra6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 


Johannes!) was born August 14, 1956. He married (1) Luanne Betz June 03, 1984. He married (2) Thoma 
Lynn Smith October 25, 1997. 


Children of Michael Gerig and Luanne Betz are: 
270 i. Adam Michael? Gerig, born November 08, 1985. 
271 li. Angela Britton Gerig, born November 08, 1985. 


123. Penny Sue’ Delagrange (Janice Marceil7 Gerig, Elmer Ezra6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 


Johannes!) was born May 13, 1957. She married Stephen Paul Nelson October 31, 1976. 


Children of Penny Delagrange and Stephen Nelson are: 
232 i. Neil Andrew? Nelson, born April 20, 1990. 
273 ii. Neicole Marion Nelson, born April 15, 1994. 


124. Keith Allen’ Fiedler (Loretta Joan? Yaggy, Clara Esther Gerig, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 


Johannes2, Johannes!) was born October 19, 1951. He married Jan Latella November 25, 1978. 


Children of Keith Fiedler and Jan Latella are: 
274 i. Logan Cae? Fiedler, born June 28, 1982. 
285 ii. Derek Alan Fiedler, born March 05, 1985. 


125. Ricky Lynn8 Fiedler (Loretta Joan? Yaggy, Clara Esther6 Gerig, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 


Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 04, 1953. He married Joyce Bruns October 28, 1972. 
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Children of Ricky Fiedler and Joyce Bruns are: 
276 i. Shawn Patrick? Fiedler, born January 02, 1973; died January 31, 1973. 
277 ii. Autum Christina Fiedler, born September 30, 1980. 


126. Michael Duane’ Fiedler (Loretta Joan? Yaggy, Clara Esther6 Gerig, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born January 23, 1955, and died March 20, 1996. He married Deborah Ehle August 
06, 1977. 


Children of Michael Fiedler and Deborah Ehle are: 
278 i. Garth Andrew? Fiedler, born February 08, 1982. 
279 ii. Dane Edward Fiedler, born October 16, 1984. 


128. Emily Ann’ Gerig (Emerald Dale7, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born February 03, 1951. She married David Ellis Skinner November 06, 1971. 


Children of Emily Gerig and David Skinner are: 


280 i. Matthew David? Skinner, born March 16, 1973. 
281 ii. Timothy John Skinner, born September 15, 1978. 
282 ili. Daniel Paul Skinner, born February 18, 1980. 


129. Gregory Lee’ Gerig (Emerald Dale?, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, Johannes!) 
was born November 27, 1954. He married Patricia Lengacher June 18, 1977. 


Children of Gregory Gerig and Patricia Lengacher are: 
283 i. Jessica Lee? Gerig, born October 06, 1984. 
284 ii. Noah Joel Gerig IL born May 09, 1986. 


130. Onalee Irene’ Gerig (Emerald Dale?, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born February 13, 1957. She married Kevin Michael Giggy August 04, 1979. 


Children of Onalee Gerig and Kevin Giggy are: 
285 i. Darrin Michael? Giggy, born May 08, 1986. 
286 ii. Rachelle Elizabeth Giggy, born August 19, 1989. 


131. Jacquelyn Sue’ Gerig (Merle Leon’, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born January 21, 1954. She married Ronald Edward Bandelier January 13, 1973. 


Children of Jacquelyn Gerig and Ronald Bandelier are: 


+2 287 i. Alisa Michele? Bandelier, born July 11, 1973. 
288 ii. Sean Michael Bandelier, born September 21, 1977. He married Brandie Lee Christman October 16, 
1998. 


132. Dean Leon’ Gerig (Merle Leon7, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was 
born January 27, 1957. He married Linda Kay Schleiser August 13, 1977. 


Children of Dean Gerig and Linda Schleiser are: 


289 i. Tyler Leon? Gerig, born June 09, 1982. 

290 ii. Brady Christopher Gerig, born September 16, 1985. 
291 ili. Shaina Nicole Gerig, born September 16, 1987. 
292 iv. Cody Austin Gerig, born January 18, 1992. 

293 v. Dylan Lucas Gerig, born February 28, 1997. 


133. Jill Marie’ Gerig (Merle Leon’, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was 
born August 28, 1958. She married Neil Fredrick Richter November 02, 1985. 


Children of Jill Gerig and Neil Richter are: 
294 i. Andrew Wayne? Richter, born December 28, 1989. 
295 ii Kelli Marie Richter, born April 16, 1993. 


135. Susan Lynne’ Thorne (Eloise Joan? Gerig, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, 
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Johannes!) was born August 31, 1958. She married Brian Wyndham Pottle July 27, 1985. 


Children of Susan Thorne and Brian Pottle are: 


296 i. Casey Lyn? Pottle, born June 28, 1989. 

297 ii. Cara Grace Pottle, born July 04, 1993. 

298 iii. Haley Michelle Pottle, born February 15, 1996. 
299 iv. Joanne Wyndham Pottle, born February 15, 1996. 


136. Michael Curtis8 Thorne (Eloise Joan? Gerig, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born March 12, 1963. He married Julia Elizabeth Little May 28, 1988. 


Children of Michael Thorne and Julia Little are: 

300 i. James Michael9 Thorne, born May 08, 1992. 

301 ii. Cynthia Joy Thorne, born January 11, 1994. 

302 ili. Elizabeth Hope Thorne, born November 12, 1996. 


137. Terry Lee’ Klaus (Evelyn Marie? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born April 28, 1945. He married (1) Cheryl Maxine Fudge September 10, 1966. He married 
(2) Joy Elizabeth Williamson October 23, 1971. 


Child of Terry Klaus and Chery] Fudge is: 


303 i. Stacey Lyn? Klaus, born March 18, 1967. She married Douglas Carter Pickford December 23, 1989. 
Children of Terry Klaus and Joy Williamson are: 
304 i. Randy James? Klaus, born July 06, 1960. He married Michelle Ann Wayland June 16, 1991. 

+) 2305 ii. Brian Kacey Klaus, born December 22, 1962. 


138. Deanna Marie’ Klaus (Evelyn Marie? Gerig, Daniel Amos‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born July 31, 1947. She married (1) John Wayne Wilson September 09, 1967. She married (2) | 
David Michael Gardner March 19, 1976. 


Child of Deanna Klaus and John Wilson is: 
+ 306 i. Denise Marie? Wilson, born January 01, 1969. 


Child of Deanna Klaus and David Gardner is: 
307 i. Jason Michael? Gardner, born June 21, 1977. 


139. Jannette Louise’ Klaus (Evelyn Marie? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 10, 1949. She married Anthony Richard Kozitza January 25, 1969. 


Children of Jannette Klaus and Anthony Kozitza are: 


+ 308 i. Rachael Marie? Kozitza, born August 24, 1971. 
309 ii. Ryan Anthony Kozitza, born December 01, 1974. 
310 ili. Justin Wade Kozitza, born April 18, 1976. 


141. Robert Joe’ Hawk (Delores Mary? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born May 12, 1948. He married Cindy Lou Chandler December 01, 1970. 


Children of Robert Hawk and Cindy Chandler are: 


311 i. Robert Lane? Hawk, born August 21, 1969. 
312 ii. William Russell Hawk, born October 22, 1971. 
313 iii. Andrew Jacob Hawk, born October 13, 1978. He married Clesa Marie Bannerman February 07, 1998. 


142. Dennis Allen’ Hawk (Delores Mary7 Gerig, Daniel Amos¢, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born May 12, 1949. He married (1) Sharon Colleen Frank June 1967. He married (2) Patricia 
Ann Roadruck December 22, 1973. 


Child of Dennis Hawk and Sharon Frank is: 
+ 314 i. Brian Russell? Hawk, born February 26, 1968. 
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143. Jenelle Annette’ Hawk (Delores Mary7 Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 19, 1951. She married Jacob Charles Griesinger March 05, 1977. 


Children of Jenelle Hawk and Jacob Griesinger are: 
315 i. Janeen Marie? Griesinger, born July 25, 1979. 
316 ii. Jacob Keith Griesinger, born March 28, 1981. 


144, Bonita Jane’ Hawk (Delores Mary’ Gerig, Daniel Amos‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born September 14, 1952. She married (1) Russell Anthony Brown September 29, 1973. She 
married (2) Michael Everett Lenhart June 16, 1984. 


Children of Bonita Hawk and Russell Brown are: 

+ 317 i. Jessica Lynne? Brown, born June 29, 1975. 
318 ii. Jennifer Elaine Brown, born March 28, 1978. 
319 iii. Andrea Jane Brown, born September 03, 1979. 


146. Keith Stanley’ Hawk (Delores Mary? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born September 12, 1962. He married Daphne Jayne Hay December 26, 1992. 


Child of Keith Hawk and Daphne Hay is: 
320 i. Haylie Anne? Hawk, born December 19, 1994. 


147. Deborah Leigh’ Gerig (Cletus LeVon’, Daniel Amos‘, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born October 12, 1955. She married (1) John T. Griffiths. She married (2) Marland L. 
Whaley December 18, 1981. 


Child of Deborah Gerig and John Griffiths is: 
2 i. Daniel Scott? Griffiths, born October 18, 1976. 


Children of Deborah Gerig and Marland Whaley are: 
522 i. Kendra Leigh? Whaley, born January 07, 1984. 
323 ii. Kiah Jo Whaley, born July 17, 1986. 


148. Jeffrey Brian’ Gerig (Cletus LeVon7, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, 
Johannes!) was born March 27, 1958. He married (1) Marcia Loftus April 07, 1979. He married (2) Patricia 
Jo February 24, 1994. 


Children of Jeffrey Gerig and Marcia Loftus are: 

324 i. Brandon Jake? Gerig, born August 22, 1984. 
5 i be ii. Megan Gerig. 

326 ili. Christopher Gerig. 


Children of Jeffrey Gerig and Patricia Jo are: 
327 i. Megan? Gerig, born July 20, 1989. 
328 li. Christopher Gerig, born October 08, 1993. 


149. David Clete’ Gerig (Cletus LeVon7, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, 
Johannes!) was born February 07, 1960. He married Cynthia Richardson April 07, 1986. 


Children of David Gerig and Cynthia Richardson are: 


329 i. David Raymond? Gerig, born March 13, 1985. 
330 ii. Johanna Lee Gerig, born March 22, 1988. 
3a) iii. Jessseca Lee Gerig, born May 07, 1991. 

332 iv. Jaiden Lee Gerig, born February 26, 1995. 


150. Michael Lee’ Heffner (Carol Bernice? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born December 14, 1953. He married (1) Velma Lyn Murphy March 18, 1973. He married (2) 
Janie Kay Larson February 25, 1991. 
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Children of Michael Heffner and Janie Larson are: 
333 i. Dustin Michael? Heffner, born May 13, 1992. 
334 ii. Zachary David Heffner, born November 03, 1995. 


151. Julia Bernice’ Heffner (Carol Bernice? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born July 09, 1956. She married (2) Michael Mohrhauser July 03, 1975. She married (3) 
Damon Brasswell May 21, 1993. 


Child of Julia Heffner is: 
335 i. Matthew Aaron? Rodriguez, born May 09, 1990. 


Child of Julia Heffner and Michael Mohrhauser is: 
+ 3396 i. Christina Bernice? Mohrhauser, born May 13, 1976. 


Child of Julia Heffner and Damon Brasswell is: 
337 i. Lindsey? Brasswell, born May 27, 1996. 


152. Russell Dean’ Heffner (Carol Bernice? Gerig, Daniel Amos6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born March 18, 1960. He married Davene Marches May 13, 1989. 


Children of Russell Heffner and Davene Marches are: 


338 i. Jackie Nichole? Heffner, born April 17, 1987. 
339 ii. Carolyn Suzanne Heffner, born March 22, 1990. 
340 iii. Laura Christine Heffner, born February 24, 1993. 


155. Esther Louise’ Gerig (Clifford Eugene?, Gaylord Edwin®, Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born February 27, 1969. She married Thomas Alan Dangerfield April 10, 1998. 


Children of Esther Gerig and Thomas Dangerfield are: 
341 i. Mary Katherine? Dangerfield, born October 29, 1996. 
342 ii. Jacob Montana Dangerfield, born April 17, 1998. 


157. Galen Lewis’ Gerig (Kenneth Lee7, Gaylord Edwin6, Jacob B.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born April 24, 1969. He married Tamara Patricia Walter July 16, 1994. | 


Child of Galen Gerig and Tamara Walter is: 
343 i. Ryan Lewis? Gerig, born February 18, 1997. 


166. Christopher Martin8 Perilllo (Charlotte Kay’ Knuth, Sylvia Katherine® Gerig, Peter5, Joseph4, 
Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born August 16, 1968. He married (1) Raquel Valadez May 25, 1991. He 
married (2) Eileen Marie Corrigan March 22, 1997. 


Child of Christopher Perilllo and Eileen Corrigan is: 
344 i. AndrewScott? Perilllo, born August 02, 1998. 


168. Catherine Elizabeth’ Capp (Lois Elaine? Knuth, Sylvia Katherine6 Gerig, Peters, Joseph4, Joseph3, | 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born April 26, 1973. : 


Child of Catherine Capp is: 
345 i. Anthony Michael? Capp, born May 02, 1990. 


169. Andrea Sue’ Adreon (Ronald Lee7, Amanda Luella® Gerig, Mary5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born October 09, 1965. She married Carl Louis Burns March 23, 1991. 


Children of Andrea Adreon and Carl Burns are: 
346 i. Patrick Louis? Burns, born January 23, 1992. 
347 ii. Katilyn Marie Burns, born October 15, 1997. 


171. Tracey Lynn’ Adreon (Ronald Lee7, Amanda Luella® Gerig, Mary5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
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Johannes!) was born March 07, 1969. She married (1) James Martin Amstutz July 15, 1984. She married (2) 
Daniel Scheerer December 18, 1995. 


Child of Tracey Adreon and James Amstutz is: 
348 i. Ranae Marie? Amstutz, born August 05, 1984. 


172. Debbra Kay’ Gerig (Harold Wayne’, Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born March 29, 1955. She married Victor Cedric Potts June 02, 1973. 


Children of Debbra Gerig and Victor Potts are: 


+ 349 i. Angela Kay? Potts, born February 02, 1974. 
$350 ii. Alisha Marie Potts, born October 26, 1976. 
351 iii. Amanda Joy Potts, born January 01, 1982. 


173. Jennifer Kay’ Gerig (Harold Wayne’, Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born September 30, 1957. She married Gordon Lynn Colson February 01, 1975. 


Children of Jennifer Gerig and Gordon Colson are: 


op 24 i. Corrie Ellen? Colson, born January 29, 1976. 

353 ii. Renee Grace Colson, born October 16, 1978. 

354 ili. Seth Gerig Colson, born June 20, 1980. 

355 iv. Alexander Paul Colson, born August 24, 1990; died August 24, 1990. 


174. Harold George’ Gerig II (Harold Wayne’, Harry Josephé, John H.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born July 17, 1961. He married Monna Jean Gessner November 23, 1982. 


Children of Harold Gerig and Monna Gessner are: 
356 i. Emily Jean9 Gerig, born September 21, 1989. 
of! ii. Harold Andrew Gerig IIL born June 19, 1991. 


176. Gloria Nellie Rosa’ Gerig (Harold Wayne’, Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born December 19, 1970. She married Christopher Andrew Birkenbeul January 29, 1994. 


Children of Gloria Gerig and Christopher Birkenbeul are: 
358 i. Jackson Robert? Birkenbeul, born September 07, 1995. 
a9 ii. Alexis Grace Birkenbeul, born July 12, 1998. 


177. David Jon’ Gerig (Harold Wayne’, Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born September 08, 1973. He married Stephanie Marie Leu February 25, 1995. 


Children of David Gerig and Stephanie Leu are: 
360 i. Tyler Jon9 Gerig, born July 04, 1995. 
361 il. Brooke Anne Gerig, born June 02, 1997. 


178. Todd Alan’ Gerig (Ivan Richard’, Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes, Johannes!) 
was born March 13, 1961. He married Faith Renae Gardner May 19, 1984. 


Children of Todd Gerig and Faith Gardner are: 


362 i. Brittany Lynn? Gerig, born June 15, 1987. 

363 ii. Alexis Renae Gerig, born September 07, 1988. 
364 ili. Dylan Todd Gerig, born April 17, 1994. 

365 iv. Anthony Richard Gerig, born August 10, 1995. 


179. Teri Lynn’ Gerig (Ivan Richard’, Harry Joseph, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born August 15, 1964. She married Craig Alan Fox October 17, 1987. 


Children of Teri Gerig and Craig Fox are: 
366 i. Benjamin Jeffrey? Fox, born October 11, 1993. 
367 ii. Bryce Mitchell Fox, born June 29, 1998. 


49 


180. Timothy Jon’ Gerig (Ivan Richard7, Harry Joseph6, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born January 30, 1969. He married Susan Elizabeth Olwine July 22, 1989. 


Children of Timothy Gerig and Susan Olwine are: 


368 i. Kristen Elizabeth? Gerig, born September 22, 1992. 
369 ii. Morgan Nicolle Gerig, born July 05, 1995. 
370 iii. Joshua Timothy Gerig, born August 20, 1998. 


183. Joni Renee’ Gerig (Donald Alvin’, Harry Joseph, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born April 17, 1964. She married (1) Michael Wayne Jansing July 31, 1982. She married (2) Richard 
Louis Kline July 15, 1989. 


Children of Joni Gerig and Michael Jansing are: 


Rye i. Justin Michael? Jansing, born December 21, 1982. 
312 ii. Courtney Renee Jansing, born August 05, 1984. 
Children of Joni Gerig and Richard Kline are: 

373 i. Noelle Elizabeth? Kline, born December 15, 1990. 
374 ii. Kasey Morgan Kline, born June 06, 1996. 


184. Amy Beth’ Gerig (Donald Alvin’, Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 
was born February 04, 1967. She married Mark Shinzo Kittaka June 25, 1989. 


Children of Amy Gerig and Mark Kittaka are: 
375 i. Zachary Tyler? Kittaka, born February 22, 1994. 
376 ii. Abbey Kay Kittaka, born June 04, 1996. 


187. Dennis Claire’ Brown (Clarence Earl’, Mabel Fannyé Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born October 08, 1953. He married Marsha Marie Sargent October 26, 1975. 


Children of Dennis Brown and Marsha Sargent are: 
aye i. Scott Andrew? Brown, born January 22, 1976. 
378 ii. Timothy Patrick Brown, born October 05, 1980. 


189. Debra Lynn’ Brown (Clarence Earl’, Mabel Fannyé Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born July 01, 1962. She married David John Grofuert June 02, 1984. 


Children of Debra Brown and David Grofuert are: 
379 i. Jennifer Lynn? Grofuert, born June 04, 1992. 
380 ii. John Paul Grofuert, born January 30, 1995. 


190. Sandra Lee’ Rice (Ruth Marie? Brown, Mabel Fanny® Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born November 26, 1954. She married David Allen Adkins February 14, 1986. 


Children of Sandra Rice and David Adkins are: 
381 i. Christine Lynette? Adkins, born November 11, 1988. 
382 ii. Paul Christopher Adkins, born June 24, 1993. 


191. Cheryl Marie’ Brown (David Lee7, Mabel Fanny® Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born December 09, 1958. | 


Child of Cheryl Brown is: 
383 i. Dylan John? Brown, born January 22, 1994. 


192. Diane Lynn* Brown (David Lee’, Mabel Fanny® Gerig, John H.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born September 06, 1961. She married (1) Rodney Leroy Snyder May 10, 1981. She married 
(2) Dean Jay Heemseth June 18, 1994. 
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Children of Diane Brown and Rodney Snyder are: 
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384 i. Tiffany Lynn? Snyder, born September 07, 1984. 
385 ii. Nicholas Lyle Snyder, born July 13, 1987. 


Child of Diane Brown and Dean Heemseth is: 
386 i. Lindsay Marie? Heemseth, born November 21, 1994. 


193. Paul David’ Brown (David Lee?, Mabel Fanny® Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born May 08, 1963. He married Victoria Rocha. 


Children of Paul Brown and Victoria Rocha are: 


387 i. Jeremy Lee? Brown, born December 31, 1984. 
388 ii. Kimberly Sue Brown, born August 23, 1986. 
389 ili. Justin James Brown, born February 02, 1988. 
390 iv. Brandon Lee Brown, born December 23, 1997. 


194. Sue Ann’ Brown (David Lee7, Mabel Fannyé Gerig, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) 


was born December 21, 1964. She married Adrean James Coopsen March 26, 1991. 


Children of Sue Brown and Adrean Coopsen are: 


391 i. Courtney Sue? Coopsen, born December 29, 1992. 

392 ii. Amber Christine Coopsen, born January 21, 1994; died January 21, 1994. 
393 iii. Valarie Marie Coopsen, born January 27, 1995. 

394 iv. Hannah Christine Coopsen, born June 10, 1997. 


196. Linda Mae’ Oyer (Marilyn Mae? Roth, Viola Mae® Gerig, Chris5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born June 18, 1958. She married John Chong Hoon Chae April 22, 1989 in Gridley, IL. 


Children of Linda Oyer and John Chae are: 
395 i. Justin John? Chae, born March 13, 1992. 
396 ii. Ryan Christopher Chae, born January 30, 1994. 


197. Janet Sue’ Oyer (Marilyn Mae’ Roth, Viola Maeé Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 


Johannes!) was born July 04, 1959. She married Curtis Michael Cartolano October 11, 1986 in Gridley, IL. 


Children of Janet Oyer and Curtis Cartolano are: 
397 i. Melinda Sue? Cartolano, born March 05, 1991. 
398 ii. David Michael Cartolano, born September 27, 1994. 


198. Cindy Jo’ Oyer (Marilyn Mae? Roth, Viola Maeé Gerig, Chris5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born April 08, 1961. She married Michael Andrew Heiniger June 20, 1987 in Gridley, IL. 


Children of Cindy Oyer and Michael Heiniger are: 


399 i. Andrew Michael? Heiniger, born May 27, 1990. 
400 ii. Kara Nicole Heiniger, born May 19, 1992. 
401 ili, Megan Jo Heiniger, born July 11, 1994. 


199. Cary David’ Frey (Margery Lou? Roth, Viola Maeé Gerig, Chriss, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, 
Johannes!) was born October 18, 1961. He married Kimberly Ann Hartke July 30, 1988 in Normal, IL. 


Child of Cary Frey and Kimberly Hartke is: 
402 i. Tanner David? Frey, born October 01, 1991. 


204. Angela Beth® Cecil (Cheryl Ann7 Roth, Viola Mae® Gerig, Chris5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes?, 
Johannes!) was born June 02, 1970 in Lafayette, IN. She married Andrew James Isbell August 21, 1992 in 
Morton, IL. 


Children of Angela Cecil and Andrew Isbell are: 
403 i. Alexander James? Isbell, born January 08, 1996. 
404 ii. Adria Beth Isbell, born August 17, 1997. 
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208. Jerry Ivan8 Velichkoff (Jean Kathryn’ Stucky, Lillian Bernices Gerig, Chriss, Joseph‘, Joseph, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born August 10, 1950. He married Sandra Lee Keith August 21, 1971. 


Children of Jerry Velichkoff and Sandra Keith are: 
405 i. Jeremy Shawn? Velichkoff, born May 04, 1974. He married Delinda Jane Calderini June 10, 1996. 
406 ii. Kimberly Joy Velichkoff, born March 27, 1978. 


210. Julie Ann’ Stucky (Richard Lee’, Lillian Bernice6 Gerig, Chris5, Joseph+, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born October 02, 1965. She married Jeffrey John Babecki February 23, 1990. 


Children of Julie Stucky and Jeffrey Babecki are: 
407 i. Allyssa Elaine? Babecki, born May 29, 1990. 
408 iii Amber Marie Babecki, born July 29, 1995. 


Generation No. 6 


238. Lori Ann? Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Lester Joseph’, Ella Leahé, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born May 13, 1964. She married Brian Lee Chronster April 09, 1988. 


Children of Lori Gerig and Brian Chronster are: 


409 i. Aaron PaullO Chronster, born August 29, 1991. 
410 ii. Matthew Brian Chronster, born June 06, 1994. 
411 iii. Kyle Brandon Chronster, born August 19, 1998. 


240. Robyn Lynn°® Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Lester Joseph7, Ella Leah®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born November 14, 1967. She married Richard Loren Miller May 10, 1984. 


Children of Robyn Gerig and Richard Miller are: 
412 i. Ryan Christopher! Miller, born December 19, 1983. 
413 ii. Adam Trent Miller, born October 20, 1985. 


241. Todd Alan? Gerig (Lester Joseph’, Lester Joseph’, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born April 10, 1971. He married Julie Ann Gilbert July 29, 1989. 


Children of Todd Gerig and Julie Gilbert are: 


414 i. Todd Alan!0 Gerig, born April 30, 1990. 
415 li. Katie Lynn Gerig, born January 22, 1993; died September 22, 1993. 
416 iii. Brook Nicole Gerig, born November 17, 1994. 


244. Denise Renee? Gerig (Dean Allen’, Lester Joseph7, Ella Leah, Joseph M.5, Joseph‘, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 21, 1967. She married Paul Alan Northup August 18, 1989. 


Children of Denise Gerig and Paul Northup are: 
417 i. Tiffany Renee!o Northup, born September 08, 1989. 
418 ii. Austin Paul Northup, born January 26, 1996. 


255. Christine Marie? Gerig (Randy Joe’, Lester Joseph’, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 21, 1980. She married Aaron Wayne Abbott September 18, 1999. 


Child of Christine Gerig and Aaron Abbott is: 
419 i. Lia Marie10 Gerig, born April 02, 1998. 


256. Jaime Inez® Gerig (Dennis Lee’, Lester Joseph7, Ella Leah®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, 
Johannes!) was born October 22, 1976. She married Dan Robert Kuhn June 19, 1997. 


Child of Jaime Gerig and Dan Kuhn is: 
420 i. Hannah Nicole!0 Kuhn, born November 13, 1997. 


52 


257. Erik David? Haberkorn (Nancy Anné Bollier, Annabelle Mae? Gerig, Ella Leah6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, 
Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 12, 1970. He married Lisa Kay Hicks April 30, 1994. 


Child of Erik Haberkorn and Lisa Hicks is: 
421 i. Treg David!0 Haberkorm, born April 24, 1995. 


287. Alisa Michele? Bandelier (Jacquelyn Sue’ Gerig, Merle Leon7, Noah Joel6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, 
Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born July 11, 1973. She married Denis Michael Cahil June 20, 1998. 


Child of Alisa Bandelier and Denis Cahil is: 
422 i. Devin Michael!0 Cahil, born May 10, 1996. 


305. Brian Kacey? Klaus (Terry Lee’, Evelyn Marie? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born December 22, 1962. He married Christiana Ann Schmansky August 1983. 


Children of Brian Klaus and Christiana Schmansky are: 
423 i. Brandon Joseph!° Klaus, born November 04, 1983. 
424 ii. Kacie Lyn Klaus, born August 18, 1991. 


306. Denise Marie? Wilson (Deanna Marie’ Klaus, Evelyn Marie? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.S, 
Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born January 01, 1969. She married Timothy John Reese 
September 15, 1990. 


Children of Denise Wilson and Timothy Reese are: 
425 i. Rhobyn Rhaquel!0 Reese, born August 23, 1993. 
426 ii. Rhyan Christopher Reese, born June 02, 1995. 


308. Rachael Marie? Kozitza (Jannette Louise’ Klaus, Evelyn Marie? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.S, 
Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born August 24, 1971. She married Brian Michael Jaster June 29, 
1996. 


Child of Rachael Kozitza and Brian Jaster is: 
427 i. Eric Michael! Jaster, born November 21, 1997. 


314. Brian Russell? Hawk (Dennis Allen’, Delores Mary7 Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, 
Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born February 26, 1968. He married (1) Timmi Nicole Hurt October 19, 
1991. He married (2) Heather Lee Gwaley November 09, 1996. 


Child of Brian Hawk and Timmi Hurt is: 
428 i. Matthew Allen!0 Hawk, born April 03, 1992. 


Child of Brian Hawk and Heather Gwaley is: 
429 i. William Russell!0 Hawk, born April 03, 1998. 


317. Jessica Lynne? Brown (Bonita Jane’ Hawk, Delores Mary? Gerig, Daniel Amos®, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, 
Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born June 29, 1975. 


Child of Jessica Brown is: 
430 i. Zachary Andrew!0 Brown, born January 30, 1997. 


321. Daniel Scott Griffiths (Deborah Leigh’ Gerig, Cletus LeVon7, Daniel Amos6, Joseph M.5, Joseph4, 
Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born October 18, 1976. He married Shiela Fix December 17, 1994. 


Child of Daniel Griffiths and Shiela Fix is: 
431 i. Danika Elizabeth!° Griffiths, born December 10, 1996. 


336. Christina Bernice? Mohrhauser (Julia Bernice’ Heffner, Carol Bernice? Gerig, Daniel Amos, Joseph 
M.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, Johannes2, Johannes!) was born May 13, 1976. She married J. W. Harker July 09, 1996. 
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Child of Christina Mohrhauser and J. Harker is: 
432 i. James Patrick!0 Harker, born August 14, 1996. 


349. Angela Kay? Potts (Debbra Kay’ Gerig, Harold Wayne’, Harry Joseph®, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born February 02, 1974. She married Lester Monroe Kienel June 08, 1996. 


Child of Angela Potts and Lester Kienel is: 
433 i. Aleshia Michelle!° Kienel, born December 21, 1990. 


350. Alisha Marie? Potts (Debbra Kay’ Gerig, Harold Wayne7, Harry Joseph, John H.5, Joseph4, Joseph3, 
Johannes2, Johannes!) was born October 26, 1976. She married (1) Mr. Will. She married (2) Jeremy Ian 
Shramek May 27, 1995. 


Child of Alisha Potts and Mr. Will is: 


434 i. Lydia Kathryn!0 Will, born February 16, 1999. 
Children of Alisha Potts and Jeremy Shramek are: 

435 i. Kayla Marie Victoria!° Shramek, born July 08, 1994. 
436 ii. Katelinh Rose Shramek, born October 21, 1995. 
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Be it Remembered, ruse on the 


in thé year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty ____y personally appeared before ay 


D7 Bp S 
_BPalru G ¢ YA Oreck _.._.. presiding Judge of the County Court of the 


county of Livingston and State aforesaid, (the same being a Court of Record, having and exercising common law jurisdic- 
tion, a scal and a clerk,) and sitting jadicially Jor the despatch of business, at the Court House in Pontiac, in the county 
eS aforesald|eauees wey AZ QL . 


an 


alien born, free, white, male person, above the age of twenty-one yeurs, and applied to the said court to be admitted to become 
a naturalized citizen of the United States of America, pursuant to the several ucts of Congress heretofore passed on that 
subject, entitled “ An Act to establish u uniform rule of naturalization, and to repeal the Acts heretufore passed on that 
subject,” approvedthe 14th day of April, 1802: An Act entitled.“ An Act in addition to an Act entitled an Act to estab- 
e lish a unifurm rule of naturalization and to repeal the Acts heretofore passed on that subject,” approved on the 26th day 
of March, 1804: an Act entitled ** An act supplimentary to the Acts herctufure passed un the subject of x uniform rule 
of naturalization,” passed the 30th day of July, 1818; the Att relative to evidence in cases of naturalization passed the 
22d day of March, 1816, and an Act in further addition to an Act to establish u uniform ru ek and to re- 


peal the acts heretofore passed on that subject, passed May 26, 1824: and tho said 
having thereupon produced to the Court, Record” testimony” showing that he has 


N= 


State of Illinois, and that during the whole of that time he has behaved himself as a man of good moral character, attached 
to the principles contained in the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed to th 


ood ordgr 
happiness of the samc, and two years and upwards having clapsed since tho said 
\ 


ell being and 


: and under the jurisdiction of the United States, for at least five years last past, and at least one year last past within the 


reported himself, and filed his declaration of his intention us aforcsaid, It was Ordered, 


take the oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and the usual oath whereby he renounced Ms allegiance 


c That the sai be permitted to 


and fidelity to every foreigy prince, potentate, state and sovereignty whatever, and more particularly to COlhor 


i 


7 


whereof he was-eretofore a subject, which said oath, having-been administered to tho said___ 


ordered by the court that 


the said be admitted to all and singular the rights, privileges 


and immunities of a naturalized citizen of the United States, and that the same be certified by the clerk of this court, under 
the seal of said court accordingly. 


B85 BSSRAMOUT VCOBBASOR, Tho Scal of the said Court is 
hereto affixed at the Clerk’s office in Pontiac, this / day 


of _( Ll tbtshsr. : A. D. 186 ©, and of the Independenco of tho 


United States the __ Y . 
By Order of the Court, We 
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Funeral Notice 


Joseph Gerig 


Born, November 3, 1826 
Died, May 18, 1911 


The funeral services will be held at the M. E. church in 
Waldo at 10:30 A. M. on Sunday, May 21, 1911. 
Rev. C. R. Egle will have charge of the services; 
assisted by Rev. Ben Rupp. 


Interment will be made in Waldo cemetery. 
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MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF CAUSE OF DEATH 
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A 
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~The first land he bought hp. pi 


ui Settler of 
Pike Town Dea 


Joseph. Gerig a Pioneer Pat Foe 
May 18—Saw Many- Hardships— 
Was osha ire Upusht) Citizen— 
Sketch of Life © ‘ 


before he could mak~ another payment 
meTinally did it, and kept buying land 
until at the time of his death. he owned 
, 880 acres of as fine farming lang as there 
‘is in the world. 

He was not easily discouraged. 


In the 


ate the ’corn he carried asack of corn 
through the field and re-planted it by 
+ ; hand, The country was new, and every- 
thing was wild. The. experiences he 
went through were enough to disheart- 
en all except the bravest of men; yet he 
never loss courage, but always did the 
best he cculd. He lived at peace with 
eee oe) se re Gerig i wan: born aS ‘all’ men and always mitnata micittly, to 
Strasburg, rance,, November I 1826, “his own affairs, He. was a Republican 


In 1851 he Rernees money in the old ie ‘ 
: ag eae al it litics and always aimed at doing hi 
country with which he paid hfs fare to ue bees = betas tie 


ek rat ‘duty in his chosen country, 
the new world, It-took his entire wages ake J 


the first year t the money borrow The funeral was held at the M. E, 
me wee ee ; hurch in Waldo at 10:30 a Sund 
ed for fare. He first went to Mt, Ver- pagar ys ta Sed 30 a m. sunday, 


May 21. Rev. C. R, Egle had f 
non, Ohio, where he worked in’ a livery oe oe dl pare 

the services and preached in German 
barn for three years. 


; d Rev. Ben Rupp assisted and h- 
In 1854 ne went to Carlock,’ * Illinois, aS % ae Oe te cae pe ARE Si 
where he worked by the month ona Dae 
: ; The pall bearers were Ben Koth, Joe 
farm fora year. In 1855 he engaged in 


, ber, Ack 
farming at Carlock for himself. He payer, Jee eabere oe Seckerman,,John 


: : 2 George, and C. C. Zimmerman. Inter- 
then resided in Washington for three 8S : 
‘ment was made in Waldo cemetery, 


/Joseph Gerig, one of the oldest pioneer 
settlers of this vicinity, died at-his home 
in Flanagan Thursday, May -18, 1911, at 
8:50 a.m, at the age of 84 years, 6 months, 


years, In 1856 he purchased go acres of atone (Hose aintiy ew obiferided 
aaa ee phe aa Aebie ae cack feite funeral were Chris Oyer and wife, 
ee Sree TEPC SC 27 Y Sa as Foosland; Mrs, Anna Unzicker, Fisher; 


1886 he moved to Pike town, seven miles 
northwest of this city, where he resided 
unti! in November of last year he moved 
to Flanagan, : 

He was married February 25, 1864, to 
Miss Fannie Roth, with whom he lived 
for over 47 years. To this union were 
born six sons and seven daughters. Two 
daughters preceded him to the better 
world. The wife and eleven children 
live to mourn his departure, The child- 
ren are Mrs, Kate Becker, Pik¢ Town;, 
Mrs, Lena Zimmerman, Flanagan ; Jo- | | 
seph, Flanagan; Jacob, Pike Town; Pe- 
ter, Flanagan; Mary, Foosiand; John 
and Christ, Pike Town; Lizzie, Emma, 
jand Ben at home. He is survived by 
nineteen grandchildren besides many 
friends. 

Mr. Gerig was the oldest child in his | 
father’s family of five boys and three | 
girls, and the last one living. All died 
in Germany except one sister, Mrs. Mary 
Burkey, who moved to Coffee County, 
Kansas, in an early day. Hecame to 
this country when it was an unbroken 
wilderness, He suffered the hardships 
of pioneer life and lived to enjoy the 
| fruits of his industry and frugality. 4 ,, 


John Oyer, Low Point; Peter Oyer and 
wife, Eureka; and Elmer Wagner, Roa- 
noke, 

Tne family wish to express their heart- 
felt thanks to all who assisted them dur- 
ing the illness, death and burial of their 
beloved husband and father, 


Funeral of Joseph Gerig 


The funeral of Joseph Gerig, sr., 
whose death occurred on May 18, as) 
mentioned in The Times last week, | 
took place at the Mennonite chureh in 
Waldo Sunday at 10:30 a.m., Rev. Chris 
Egle, assited by Rev. Ben Rupp, ofilici- 
atea. The former spoke in German 
and the latter in English. 

Burial was made in the Waldo ceme- 


acted as pall bearers: 
Raber, Joe Oyer, Joe Ackerman, John 
George and Chris Zimmerman. 

Joseph Gerig was born Nov,, 1826, in 
Strassburg,. Alsace, France, and thus 
_be was in his eighty-fifth year when 
‘he died. At the age of 25 he came to 
| America, residing first at Mt. Vernon, 
‘Ohio. Three years later he moved to 
Washington. Ili., where he lived five 
years. In 1860 he took up his abode 
in Livingston county, where he resided 
until he passed away. 
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down and although it was Bet ert 


early days when blackbirds and squirrels 


tery and the following gentlemen | 
Ben Roth, Joe} 


_ Funeral of .Mrs. Fannie Gerig 
The funeral services of Mrs. Fan- 
Vale. Gerig, who died on December 23,. 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
H. G. Becker, near Woodburn, Ind.. | 
were held at Salem church on Friday, : 
and interment was made in the Wal-| 
do cemetery. The services were con-' 
.ducted by Rev. Ben Rupp of Bloom-' 
ington and Rev. J. K. Gerig of Chi- 
cago. Those attendin= from a dist- 
ance were the following: Mr. and 
-Mrs. Chris Oyer, Mr. and }zs. Sam 
Oyer, Joseph Oyer, Manuel Over, EI-' 
sie Oyer and Erwin and Esther Un-: 
sicker, all of Fisher; John and Ed’ 
Oyer, with their wives, of Metamora; 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Oyer and C. E. 
Zimmerman of Morton; Mr. and Mrs. 
August Leuschner of Bloomington. 
and Mr. and Mrs. Peter Neuhauser of 
Cazenovia. 
. Mrs. Gerig, whise maiden name 
was Miss Fannie Roth, was born in 
Butler county, Ohio, on April 14. 
1846, and moved with her parents to 
Tazewell county, ll., when she was an 
infant. On February 25, 1864, she 
| was married to Joseph Gerig, who. 
died on Mav 18, 1911.. Mrs. Gerig 
was the mother of thirteen children. | 
.Two daughters died in infancy and | 
“one son, John H. Gerig, died at Ed- 
.gerton, Ind., in December, 1918. The 
following chidren survive: Mrs. | 
, Christian Becker and Jacob Gerig a 
‘Cheno'a; Joseph Gerig of Woodburn, | 
Ind.; Joel Zimmerman and Peter, | 
Christian, Mary and Emma of Flan- 
;agan; Mrs. H. G. Becker of Wood- 
iburn, Ind., and Benjamin Gerig of 
; Bacon, N. Y. ‘There are -also 22 
‘grandchildren and one great grand- 
child. Three half-brothers of the 
, deceased survive. Mrs. Gerig resided 
‘in Pike township for many years, but 
,for the past nine years had made her 
home in Flanagan. She was a faith- 
ful memiber of the Defenseless Men- 
'nonite church and had a large num- 
her of friends who esteemed her 
_ highly. 


On February 25, 1864. he was married 
to Miss Fannie Roth, who’ survives 
him. Thirteen children, six sons an 
seven daughters were born to the 
union. Two daughters preceded him 
to the better land. The following 
children are living: Mrs. Kate Becker, 
Jacob, John and Chris Gerig, all resid- 
ing in Pike township; Mrs. Lena Zim- 
merman, Joe and Peter Gerig, near 
Flanagan; Miss Mary Gerig, Foosland; 
Misses Lizzie and Emma Gerig and Ben 
Gerig, who reside at the family home 
in Flanagan. Deceased also leaves 19 
‘grand children, besides many relatives 
‘and friends. 

Mr. Gerig came here when this part 
of the state was a wilderness, He had 
some hard times but was successful and 
accumulated a large amount of proper- 
ty. All who knew him held him in 
high esteem. 

The family of Mr. Gerig wish to ex- 
tend their heartfelt thanks to all who'! 
assisted them during the illness, death 
and funeral of their beloved husband 
and father. r 


on. 


her eatly youth from Ohio, 


A Respected Citizen Gone 


Fannie Gerig, nee Roth, widow 
of Joseph Gerig deceased, was 
born Apr. 14, 1846, in Butler Co. 
Ohio, and died at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. H. G. Becker, 
near Woodburn, Ind. Dec. 28, 
1919, aged 73 years, 8 months 
and 9 duys.: 

She was married to Joseph Gerig 
Feb, 25, 1864, who preceded her 
in death May 18, 1911. To -this 
union 13 childden were born, 


‘to the end. 
g | her departure 10 children, Mrs. 


i eee epee S-Ni A Rr 


Tazewell Co. Ill. where her faiher 


died when she was 4 yours of age. | 
After her marriage she came with| 


her husband on a farmin Living- 
ston county where she resided un- 
til 9years ago when she came to 
Flanagan where she had since re- 
sided. 

. She was converted, and united 
with the Defenseless Mennonite 
church and was a faithful member 
She leaves to mourn 


Bacon, N.Y. 22 grand children 
1 great grand child 3 half broths 
ers and a host of relatives and 
friends. | 

Those who“attended from a dis- 
tance were—Mr. and Mrs. Chrls 
Oyer of Fisher; Mr. and Mrs. 
} Joho Oyer, Mr. and Mrs. Edw. 
Oyer of Metamora; Mr, and Mrs. 
Petec Oyer seeRbi Emauuel and 
Elsie {Gyer; Erwin and Esther 
Unsicker of Fisher; and EK. E. 
a mmerman of Morton; Mr. and 


gons and 7 daughters, of whom 2 sae Christian Becker of Chenoa; Mrs. ' Mrs. August Leushmer of Bloom- 


died in infancy; also 1 son Jubn 
H. Dec. 9 1918 at Edgortan, Ind. 
and 2 grand children. 


| Joel Zimmerman of Flanagan; J. 


M. Gerig of Woodburn, Ind. Jan 


oob of Chenoa; Peter, Mary, | 
Christian and Emma of Flanagan; 


ington; Mr. and Mrs. Peter Neu- 
hauser of Cazenovia. 


Funeral services were conduct- 
ed Sunday, by Rev. Ben Rupp of 


She came with her parents in|Mrs, H G. Becker of Woodburn, | Bloomington(in German)and Rev. 


to'Icd ‘and Berjemin at ‘present of|J K Gerig of Chicago(in EHng- 


ne 
Ish). Interment in Waldo ceme- 
tery. 


We wish in this way to express 
cur deep gratitude for the many 
kindnesses shown us during the 
death and funerai of our beloved 
mother. es 

The Children. 


LICENSED EMBALMER PHONES: 
AND FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
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Entrance of church after 1941 


remodeling. 


Salem Evangelig 


Mennonite Chur 
nf Gridley, Hlinais 


4, Front of building 
wee PIO to 41941, 

met Note two entrances - | 
merems left side for women - | 
right side for men. | 


Salem Church prior to 
1941. Annex at rear 
housed Sunday School 
for pre-school to 
high school. 


oo eae P 


The church after the 19584. 
remodeling ee 


The Gerigs, as 

identified on the 

back of the 
photo. 


Front: Jacob, 
Joseph, 

} Grandma, Katie. 
| Lena 
Back: Chris, 
Lizzie, Peter, 
Mary, John, 
Emma, Ben 


[Courtes\ 
Rev. Donald W. Rotr 


THE FAMILY OF JOSEPH AND FANNIE 
(ROTH) GERIG 


Compiled by Donald W. Roth 


Joseph Gerig 
b. | Nov. 1826, Strasburg (to Joseph Gerig & Katharina 
Eyman) 
d. 18 May 1911, Flanagan, Livingston Co., Ill. 
m. 25 Feb. 1864, Tazewell Co., Ill. 
Veronica (Fannie) Roth 
b. 14 Apr. 1846, Butler Co., Ohio (to Joseph Roth & Anna 
Schmidt [Anna m/2 Joseph Oyer]) 
d. 23 Dec. 1919, Woodburn, Ind. 


Joseph and Veronica Gerig’s thirteen children were all born in 
Livingston County, Illinois 
1. Catherine (Katie) Gerig 
b. 3 Feb. 1865 
d. 10 Oct. 1941 
m. 30 Nov. 1890 
Christian Becker 
b. | Aug. 1869, d. 10 Mar. 1943 
later lived north of Meadows, III. 
last lived in Gridley, III. 


2. Anna Gerig 
b. 23 Mar. 1866 
d. 26 Mar. 1872 


3. Magdalena Gerig 
b. 17 Oct. 1867 
d. 30 Apr. 1956 
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m. 2 Mar. 1890 

Joel Zimmerman 

b. 26 Dec. 1862, d. 6 Nov. 1940 
later lived north of Flanagan, III. 
last lived in Flanagan, III. 


4. Joseph M. Gerig 
b. 30 June 1869 
d. 10 May 1954 
m. 19 Apr. 1892 
Mary Zimmerman 
D.lGdans s/s d22) June 1956 
later lived north of Flanagan, III. 
last lived in Woodburn, III. 


5. Jacob B. Gerig 
b. 22 Dec. 1872 
d. 26 May 1960 
m. | July 1906 
Minnie Rediger 
b. 4 May 1886, d. 6 Jan. 1974 
last lived in Woodburn, Ind. 


6. Peter Gerig 
b. 23 July 1874 
d. 18 Sep. 1969 
m. 13 Dec. 1898 
Malinda Zimmerman 
b. 9 Mar. 1879, d. 22 Dec. 1962 
later lived north of Flanagan, III. 
last lived in Flanagan, III. 


(see p. 14 GER 
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(GERIG from p. 13) 


7. Mary Gerig 
b. 11 Nov. 1876 
d. 5 Jan. 1968 
m. and divorced 
Henry Gerig (he remarried and moved to Okla.) 
b. 7 Sept. 1875, d. 18 Nov. 1947 
last lived near Woodburn, Ind. 


8. John H. Gerig 
b. 11 May 1878 
d. 9 Dec. 1918 
m. 15 Mar. 1903 
Elizabeth (Lizzie) Gerig 
b. 17 Oct. 1882, d. 25 Dec. 1946 
last lived near Woodburn, Ind. 


9. Christian (Chris) Gerig 
b. 17 Jan. 1880 
d. 20 Feb. 1962 
m. 20 Sept. 1906 
Mary Ann Litwiller 
b. 29 Nov. 1889, d. 8 Jan. 1948 
later lived north of Flanagan, III. 
last lived in Gridley, Ill. 


10. Elizabeth (Lizzie) Gerig 
b. 20 May 1881 


d. 17 June 1966 
m. 6 Feb. 1918 

Henry G. Becker 

b. 12 Jan. 1880, d. 4 Dec. 1964 
last lived near Woodbury, Ind. 


11. Emma Gerig 
b. 22 Sep. 1883 
d. 1 Nov. 1959 
later lived in Chicago, Ill. (mission worker) 
last lived in Gridley, Il. 


12. Benjamin F. Gerig 
b. 25 June 1885 
d. 16 Sep. 1965 
m/I1st. 14 Jan. 1914, divorced 
Gesina Joosten 
b. 13 Jan. 1888, d. 22 Oct. 1947 
m/2nd. 24 Aug. 1929 
Mathilda Fannie Litwiller 
b. 17 Jan. 1898, d. 20 Aug. 1992 
last lived at Pontiac, Ill. 


13. Lydia Gerig 
b. 4 Sep. 1887 
d. 15 Oct. 1887 


i) 
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Part Three: 


ILLINOIS MINISTERS 
ATTENDING THE AMISH MINISTERS’ 
MEETINGS OF 1862-1878 


By Steven R. Estes 


ntroduction 

The following biographical sketches were prepared for a 
ublication of the proceedings of a series of Amish ministers’ 
1eetings held in North America between 1862 and 1878. These 
nnual meetings were called to help preserve unity in the Amish 
hurch. Four of the sixteen conferences were held in Illinois — in 
866 at the John Strubhar farm in McLean County, in 1871 at the 
iridley Prairie meetinghouse in Livingston County, in 1875 at the 
hristian Sutter farm in Tazewell County, and in 1878 in the 
oanoke meetinghouse in Woodford County. 

A total of 253 ministers were listed in the minutes of these 
leetings as participating in the conferences. This article consists 
t biographies of the 69 ministers who attended from Illinois. Also 
icluded are the biographies of two attending ministers (Isaac 
moker and his son Jonathan P. Smucker) who lived in Illinois 
ior to the meetings and the biographies of three attending 
usters (Joseph J. Borntreger, Joseph N. Keim, and Joseph 

der) who lived in II]linois following the conferences. 

These biographies will be part of a publication being prepared 

the Mennonite Historical Society, Goshen, Indiana. Compilers 


+ [Illinois Mennonite Heritage 


of this four-part publication are Paton Yoder of Goshen, Indiana, 
and Steve Estes of Meadows, Illinois. Part I is an annotated 
English translation of the proceedings of these conferences. Part II 
is a collection of documents relating to the conferences and the 
concems of the participants. Part III is the collection of 
biographical sketches of the 253 participating ministers (from 
which this article is taken). Part IV is a set of four appendices. 
Also included will be pictures; a map prepared by V. Gordon Oyer 
of Champaign, Illinois; and an introduction by John E. Sharp, 
director of the Historical Committee of the Mennonite Church. 
John D. Roth, Goshen, Indiana, of the Mennonite Historical 
Society, editor of The Mennonite Quarterly Review and director of 
the Mennonite Historical Library at Goshen, is preparing the lay- 
out of the work for publication. 

The first two parts of this article, containing the first twenty-six 
biographies, appeared in the September and December 1998 
issues of IMH. Endnotes are numbered consecutively through all 
parts; full citations are given at first occurence in each part. 


HOCHSTETTLER, JOSEPH, 1866. Born 3 Feb. 1836 at 
Siebenbrunnenfeld, near Augsburg, Bavaria; died 4 July 1896, 
Washington, Tazewell Co., Ill. Son of Joseph Hochstettler (1798- 
1854) and Phoebe Jacobina Gingerich (ca. 1800-1854). Married 6 
July 1862 to Elizabeth Unzicker (28 Sep. 1839-10 Aug. 1920), 
daughter of Jacob Unzicker (1808-1893) and Marie Krehbiel 
(1814-1904). The couple moved to near Washington, then to near 
Hopedale, both in Tazewell Co., II. Several of their children were 
born near Stanford, McLean Co., Ill. Ordained as a minister 
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FAMILY RECORD 


Joseph Gerig and Fann 
February--25 
OK RL kK ok 


Joseph - 
Fannie 
Katie 
Anna 
Lena 
Joseph M. 
Jacob B. 
Peter 
Mary 
John H. 
Christian 
Lizzie 


Emma 


Benjamin F, 


Lydia 


Meet ete ek KK OR OK OK a OK Kk OK OK kb ok 


Joel 
Christian 


Lizzie 


ZAMS TOA aa on Nov.- 
Becker --------------------_--- Mar.- 
Gerig ------~--------_.-.__~_.. Dec.- 

enn ee Jane- 
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y Gerig were united in Marriage 


Stee ae eee cr «sober * 
Date Born Date of Death 

Gerig -------- Nove- 1 - 1826 --May- 5- 1911 
Gerig ------- Apre -14—- 1846 — Dec.-23 -1919 
Gerig ------- Feb.- 3 - 1865 = Oct -10 - 1941 
Gerig -----.. Mar.- 23- 1846 - Mar.-26 - 1872 
Gerig -----.- Oct.- 17- 1867 - 
Gerig ------- June- 30- 1869 - 
Gerig ------- Dec.=- 22- 1872 - 
Gerig -----.- Jul.e- 23- 1874 - 
Gerig ------- Nov.-ll - 1876 - 
Gerig ------- May.- 1ll- 1878 - Dec.-9 -- 1918 
SORRY ooteke- Jan.- 17- 1880 - 
Gerig ------- Maye- 20- 1881 - 
Gerig ------- Sepe- 22- 1883 = 
Gerig ------- JUNe- 25=- 1885 - 
Gerig ------- Sepe- 4 - 1887 - Oct.-15 -- 1887 


6 => 1940 
10 --1943 
25 —- 1946 
8 -- 1948 


Dates Odmkin stat 


eoseph Gerig "as Dorn November 
Fannie Roth Vlas Born April 
Were United in Marriege Vebruary 
fatie Gerig Was born rebruary 
Anna Gerig Was Porn March 
lena Geric Was Born Cctober 
Joseph M, Gerig Was Born eune 
J2cob B. Gerip Tas Born December 
Peter Gerig Yes Born July 
Vary Gerig ‘Tas Born ' November 
eohn Ee Gér ig Tas Born lay 
Christien Gerig Was Porn January 
Pisa Gerig Was Bonn hay 
Amma. Gerig MKS Born September 
Penjemin fF. Gerig Tas Porn vune 
invrdia. Gerig Was Born September 4. 188% 
Date of Lenth 
Anna Geric Lied March 26. 18'72m 
india. Gerig Died October Se LESa 
Joseph Geuig Died May i8, 1919 
eoOun it. Serig Died December oe 1S] 
rannis Cenig Died December 25- 1919% 
katie Gerlg\..becker’42Died October 10. 194% 
x | 
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yn 
4 a 


a oF . 
PAG Pines 


SMennonite Old Wenples Home 


(INCORPORATED 1919) 


“Cast me not off in the time of old age; 
forsake me not when my strength faileth.” Ps. 71-6. 


Mexdoms, Illinvis, 


Date of Death 


Zimmerman Died November 

Becker Died march 

Geric Lied December 

per es Died January 
69 
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MARRIAGES 


Joseph Gerig and Fannie Roth 
Tazewell Co, IL — Rev. Andrew Rupp 


Kate Gerig and Christian Becker 
Livingston Co, IL — Rev. Joseph Rediger 


Lena Gerig and Joel Zimmerman 
Livingston Co, IL — Rev. Joseph Rediger 


Joseph M. Gerig and Mary Zimmerman 
Livingston Co, IL — Rev. Joseph Rediger 


Jacob B. Gerig and Minnie Rediger 
Livingston Co, IL — Rev. C.R. Egle 


Peter Gerig and Malinda Zimmerman 
Livingston Co, IL — James H. Gaff 


Mary Gerig and Henry Gerig 


John H. Gerig and Lizzie Gerig 
Allen Co, IN — Rev. Andrew Gerig 


Chris Gerig and Mary Ann Litwiller 
Livingston Co, IL — Rev. C.R. Egle 


Lizzie Gerig and Henry G. Becker 
Livingston Co, IL — Rev. C.R. Egle 


Benjamin F. Gerig and Tillie Litwiller 
Geneva, IL — Rev. W.W. Pylesworth 
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Feb. 25, 1864 


Nov. 30, 1890 


Mar. 2, 1890 


Apr. 19, 1892 


Jul. 1, 1906 


Dec. 13, 1898 


Mar. 15, 1903 


Sep. 20, 1906 


Feb. 6, 1918 


Aug. 24, 1929 


BURIALS 


Joseph Gerig 
Fannie Gerig 
Kate Becker 
Anna Gerig 

Lena Zimmerman 
Joseph M. Gerig 
Jacob B. Gerig 
Peter Gerig 

Mary Gerig 

John H. Gerig 
Chris Gerig 
Lizzie Becker 
Emma Gerig 
Benjamin F. Gerig 


Lydia Gerig 


Th 


Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 
Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 
Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 
Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 
Mt. Zion Cemetery, Flanagan, IL 
EMC Cemetery, Woodburn, IN 
EMC Cemetery, Woodburn, IN 
Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 
EMC Cemetery, Woodburn, IN 
EMC Cemetery, Woodburn, IN 
Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 
EMC Cemetery, Woodburn, IN 
Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 
Memorial Gardens, Pontiac, IL 


Waldo Cemetery, Gridley, IL 


Gerig 
Township. Illinois 


Tia 


Emma and Fannie 
Home in Pike 


Gerig 


The GERIGS 
| Front: Jacob, Joseph. Grandma. Katie, Lena 
Back: Chris, Lizzie, Peter. Mary, John, Emma, Ben 


The Gerig Family with Grandma Gerig 
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Grandma Gerig with Gerig Daughters elc. 


Gerig Women 
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Back: (eft to right) Ben. Pete. Joe. Jake, Chris 
Front: (eft to right) Lena, Kate, Mary. Lizzie 


Two Generations of Gerig Men 


Members of Gerig Family 
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Gerig Grandchildren 


eR. 


Left i right: Viola Roth, Lorena Goria 


Ida Ga al Veale lie: 


. Viola Roth and Noah Gerig at Jesse Yaggy s Funeral al 
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Third Gerig Reunion 
August 26, 1934 
Miller Park. Bloomington. IL 


GERIG FAMILY REUNIONS AT MONTICELLO, INDIANA 


Date # of Persons Present President 

Sep 13, 1936 45 Jacob B. Gerig 

jul Be ke Sif, 74 Benjamin F. Gerig 
Jul 24, 1938 64 Daniel A. Gerig 

Jul 23, 1939 48 Noah J. Gerig 

Jul 28, 1940 ay Ezra N. Zimmerman 
May 25, 1941 62 Aaron N. Becker 


There were no reunions held for the years 1942 — 1945 due to World War 2. 
Sep 8, 1946 67 Chris Gerig 
1947 Lester C. Gerig 


No minutes have been found for a 1947 reunion. It was never held. The last Gerig 
family reunion was in 1946. 
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Chris and Kate 
(Gerig) 
Becker 


= 
— 


THE FAMILY OF CHRISTIAN AND KATHERINE (GERIG) BECKER 


KATHERINE GERIG 
m: Nov 30, 1890 
Christian Becker 


i Lydia Fanny Becker 


Pe. Aaron Noah Becker 
ms “Febr21, 1923 
Esther Ann Birky 


ce Levi Edward Becker 
Wits Wibhel 2, aLSeab 
Pearl L. Miller 


LYDIA FANNY BECKER 


AARON NOAH BECKER 
Mer eb g215 1923 
Esther Ann Birky 


A. Helen Ruth Becker 
Mec eD wae. L956 
Bernard Celestial Highland 


1. John Mark Highland 
2. Linda Kaye Highland 
m: Feb 25, 1995 
Edward J. Lewis 
a. Kayla Ruth Lewis 
ley John Kevin Lewis 
LEVI EDWARD BECKER 
We Abel 2 SKS al 
Pearl L. Miller 
7s Doris Jean Becker 
mM: Sep. 9 1945 


Robert James Bushelle 


1. Gregory Keith Bushelle 
m: AES 


Victoria Ann Rosencrantz 


a. Tonya May Farrell 


ae Sandra Lee Bushelle 


m: September 1978 


Bruce Thomas Boulton 


a. Christopher Bruce Boulton 


3. David Alan Bushelle 
m: November 1980 
Kathleen Weaver 


b. 


Di. 


Feb 3, 1865 
Aug 1, 1869 
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rig Grandchildren w th Chris and Kate Becker a oat = 
2 eye a ahi THE BECKER FAMILY 
Back: Aaron and Esther 
Front: Chris and Kate 


THE BECKERS 
Left to right: Kate. Levi. Lydia. Aaron, Chris 


Kale and Chris Becker 
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Aaron B 


Lydia Becker 
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FUNERAL SERVICES 
‘HELD SUNDAY FOR 
~MRS.KATIEBECKER 


Rites Conducted at Home and 
at the Salem Church by 


oS 4 
ITSP 
Funeral services for Mrs. Kati 

Gerig Becker, who died Friday, we 
10, were held Sunday afternoon at one 
‘o'clock at the home, and at two o’clock 
at the Salem Mennonite church, of 
‘which she was a member. The Rev. 


H, E. Bertsche officiated 
vices. 


Interment was made in the Waldo : 


cemetery, the pallbearers being neph- 
ews of the deceased. They were E. N. 
Zimmerman, N. J. Gerig, L. C. Gerig, 
Floyd Diemer, Elmer Greiner and 
Ollie Stalter. 

Katie Gerig Becker, a daughter of 
Joseph and Fannie Gerig, was born 
on February 3, 1865, in Waldo town- 
ship, near Gridley. On November 30, 
1890, she was united in marriage to 
Christian Becker. Last November 30, 
they celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversarv, 

They were the parents of three 
children. One daughter, Lydia, died 
October 10, 1918, just 23 years before, 
on the same date, her mother passed 
away. Surviving are the husband, 
Christian Becker, and two sons, Aar- 
on, of Gridley, and Lee, of Chicago. 
There are three granddaughters. 

The following brothers and sisters 
survive: Mrs. Lena Zimmerman, 
|Peter Gerig and Chris Gerig, of Flan- 


| ess B. F. Gerig, of Pontiac; Miss 
Emma Gerig, of Chicago, and J. M. 


' 


| 


| 


h 


Gerig, J. B. Gerig and Mrs. Lizzie 
Becker, of Woodburn, Ind. : 

Those from a distance attending the 
funeral were J. M. Gerig, J. B. Gerig,, 
Noah Gerig, Elmer Gerig, Mr. and 
Mrs, Henry Gerig, Mrs. Lizzie Becker, 
Mary Gerig, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Ad- 
reon and daughter Mary, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Becker and Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Becker, of Woodburn, Ind.; 
Fred Greiner, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Greiner and sons, Mr. and Mrs. Earl - 
Hochstetler ‘and family, Mr. and Mrs. | 
Floyd Diemer, Mr. and Mrs. E. E. | 
Zimmerman, Mr. and Mrs. William | 
Birkey and Miss Ella Birkey, of Mor- | 
ton; Miss Emma Gerig and Myron 
Brown, of Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Knuth and daughter Charlotte 
and Mr. and Mrs. Lester Gerig, of 
Bloomington; Jake Oyer and three 
daughters, of Deer Creek; Peter Oyer, 
of Congerville; Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Oyer and Chris Smith, of Eureka; Mr. 
and Mrs. Emanuel Oyer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Oyer, Joe Oyer, Joe Birkey and 
Lydia Oyer, of Fisher. 


| 


the Rev. Bertsche 


at the ser-* 


| 


| DEATHS 


Mrs. Katie Gerig Becker, daughter of 
Joseph and Fannie Gerig, was. born Feb. 38, 
1865, in Waldo township, near Gridley, IL, 
and passed away at her home in Gridley, 
Friday morning, Oct. 10, at the age of 76 
years, 8 months and 7 days. Death came 
following several years of failing health. — 


At the age of 22 years she was converted 
and united with the Salem Mennonite church 
in which she remained a faithful. member 
until death. She bore her pain and suffer- 
‘ing with unusual patience, never losing her 
‘faith and trust in God and always willing 


-that His will should be done. 


On Nov: 30, 1890, she was married to 
Christian Becker. This union was blessed 


‘with 3 children. One daughter; Lydia, died 


#Oct. 10, 1918, and 2 sons, Aaron: of Grid- 
suey and Lee of Chicago. | : 

« She is also survived by 3 grandchildren 
rand the following brothers and sisters, Lena 
Zimmerman, Peter Gerig and Chris Gerig of 
'Flanagan;_Benj. Gerig of Pontiac; J. M. 
“Gerig, Jacob Gerig, Mrs. Lizzie G. Becker 
and Mary Gerig, all of Woodburn, Ind., and 


ms Gerig of Chicago. , 

- One brother, John, and 2 sisters, Anna and 
‘Lydia, preceded her in death. 

Funeral services were conducted from the 
thome and the Salem Mennonite Church, 
‘Sunday, Oct. 12, in charge of the pastor, H. E. 


: he. 


= 
1¢ 
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Becker.—Sister Lydia T. Becker, 
daughter of Chris and Katie Becker 
was born Jan. 10, 1892 in Pike town- 

_ ship, Livingston county, III, and died 
at her parents’ home near Chenoa, III, 


Oct. 10, 1918. The cause of her death 
was. influenza followed by pneumo- 
nia; aged -26 years and 9 months. She 
accepted Christ as her personal Sa- 
viof at the age of 14 and united with 
the -Defenceless Mennonite church 
and was a consistent member to her 
end. She leaves to mourn her early 
departure her parents and two broth-. 
ers besides a host of relatives and 
friends. Funeral services conducted 
by C. R. Egle and Ben Rupp. 


RS) 


GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 


On Saturday, Nov. 30, Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
Becker observed their Golden Wedding an- 
niversary in their home in Gridley, Ill. Din- 
ner was served to the relatives and also to 
their pastor, Rev. H. E. Bertsche, and Mrs. 
Bertsche. In the afternoon and _ evening 
»ypen house was held. A few short talks 
ind familiar songs were enjoyed by all 

Mr. Becker was born in Germany on Aug. 
., 1869, and came to the United States in 
886. As a young man he was engaged in 
arming. He united with the Defenseless 
“lennonite Church in 1887. 

Mrs. Becker, formerly Kate Gerig, was 
yorn on February 3, 1863, in Waldo town- 
hip, near Gridley, Ill. She was married to 
“hris Becker on Nov. 30, 1890, in the Salem 
Mennonite Church by Rev. Joseph Rediger. 

They are the parents of two sons—Aaron, 
rridley, and Levi, Chicago. There are three 
‘randdaughters. : 
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THE FAMILY OF JOEL AND MAGDALENA (GERIG) ZIMMERMAN 


MAGDALENA GERIG 


m: Mar 2, 1890 
Joel Zimmerman 
LT, Elias Edward Zimmerman 
Mm: Sep 771918 
Katherine B. Stucky 
Di Ezra Noah Zimmerman 
Was — Ofibbe, abate” aksyal’) 


Idella Barbara Staker 


ah Laura Ella Zimmerman 

m: yet, Bal, aksya@ 

Peter Stucky 

4. Alma May Zimmerman 
Ss Edna Malinda Zimmerman 
ELIAS EDWARD ZIMMERMAN 

Teams CL ihe Gok 
Katherine B. Stucky 
A. Edwin Joseph Zimmerman 

m: Sep 6, 1947 


Lois Eileen Hochstetler 


1. Phillip Dale Zimmerman 
Wie  Infonte abs}, al ely 
Shirlee Jean Hartter 


a. Brad Joseph Zimmerman 


b. Scott Phillip Zimmerman 


c. Dean Michael Zimmerman 
2. Lester Ray Zimmerman 
mse) Aug 12, 1978 


Linda Joy Wittmer 


a. Ryan Jay Zimmerman 


b. Sara Lois Zimmerman 


c. Jodi Kay Zimmerman 


3. Esther Kay Zimmerman 
Me pAugeZ 57. 1990 
Jack Dean Alexander 


B. Orville Wilbur Zimmerman 
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Juanita Vivian Korta 


a. Barbara Lynn Zimmerman 
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THE ZIMMERMANS 
Back: (left to right) Laura. Eli, Ezra 
Front: (eft to right) Lena, Alma. Joel. Edna 


The Family of Joel and Lena Zimmerman 
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50th Anniversary - 1940 


Family of Joel and Magdalena (Gerig) Zimmerman 

FRONT: Left to right: Leland Stucky, Vernon Zimmerman; MIDDLE: Left to right: Delite Stucky, Darlene Zimmerman, Joel Zimmerman, 
Lena Zimmerman, Verniel Zimmerman, Jerald Stucky; BACK: Left to right: Ezra Zimmerman, Idella Zimmerman, Edna Zimmerman, Katie 
Zimmerman, Eli Zimmerman, Edwin Zimmerman, Alma Zimmerman, Peter Stucky, Laura Stucky, Orville Timmerman 


GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

On Saturday, March 2, Mr. and Mrs. Joel 
Zimmerman observed their golden wedding 
anniversary in their home in Flanagan, Ill. 

Mr. Zimmerman was born 77 years ago 
.about 5 miles southwest of Washington, 


Illinois. When 3 years of age, he with his | 


parents, brothers and sisters moved to a 
farm northeast of the present village of 
Flanagan. At that time the country was 
prairie and Flanagan was not yet laid out in 
lots as a village. He also helped build the 
railroad which passes through here. 

Mrs. Zimmerman, formerly Magdalena 
Gerig, was born 72 years ago in Waldo 
township. At the time of her marriage she 
lived with her parents in Pike township 
several miles southeast of Flanagan. They 
were married by the Rev. Joseph Rediger 
in the Salem Church, Waldo township. 
March 2, 1890. ] 

During all these fifty years they lived in 
this community. For about 6 years after 
their marriage they resided on a farm north- 
east of Flanagan owned by Mr. Zimmerman’s 
father. Then they moved about one-fourth 
mile farther north on the farm owned by 
Mr. Zimmerman. In 1919, after nearly 30 
years on the farm they moved to their pres- 
ent home in Flanagan which they built that 
year. 

They are the parents of five children, Elias 
of Peoria, Illinois, R. R. 5; Ezra on the Zim- 
merman homestead, one and one-half miles 
northeast cf Flanagan; Mrs. Laura Stucky, 
one and one-half miles east of Flanagan; 
Alma and Edna at home. They also have 
eight grandchildren. One thing which was 
unique is that so far there was no death in 
the family and all were permitted to attend 
the anniversary. P . 

Dinner was served to the immediate family 
—18 in number. In the afternoon invited 
guests were present. Rev. Bertsche gave a 
short address appropriate to the occasion, 
after which refreshments were served. 

Their Golden Anniversary 
Where time has gone we do not know, 
But now it’s fifty years ago, 
When hand in hand with trembling frame, 
They heard the preacher’s slow refrain 
“With all the laws that govern life 
I now pronounce thee man and wife.” 
They tock each other as their own 
And started out to make a home. 


MRS. ZIMMERMAN DIES 
MONDAY 3N FLANAGAN 


Mis. Lena Zimmerman, &4, of 
Flanagan, widow of Joel Zimincr- | 
man, died at 9.50 p. m. Monday | 
at her home afte: « long illnass. 

Born in Waido tuwnship Oct, !7 
1867, she was a daughter.of Jo: 
seph and Fannie Ruth Gerig. She 
marricd Mr. Zimmerman March 
2, i890. . 

Surviving are three daughters, 

; Mrs. Peter Stucky, and Miss Al- 
j ma and Miss Edna Zimmerman, 
all of Fhanagan; one son, E. &. 
Zimwyerman, Peoria; four broth-: 
ers, Peter Gerig, Flanagan; Chris 
‘ of Gridley, Berjamin F. of Pon- 
tiac, and J. B. Gerig, Woodbura 
Ind.; three sisters, Mrs. Mary 
Gerig and Mrs. H. G, Becker, buth 
of Weodburn, and Miss Emma 
| Gerig, Flanagan’ eight grandchil- 
dren end seven great grandchil- 
i dren. Her husband, one son, two 
brothers and two sisters preceded 
! her in death. 
| Funeral services were held at 
| 1:30 p.m, Thursday at the Froe- 
lich Memorial home in Flanagau 
and at 2 p.m. at Salem Mennonite | 
church. * Officiating was the Rev. 
E, M. Roche of Morton. Inter. 
‘melt was in Mt. Zion cometcry. 


Joel Zimmerman, son of Jacob and Mary 
Rinkenberger Zimmerman, was bern Decem- 
ber 26, 1862, about 5 miles southwest of 
Washington, Illinois. At the age of three 
years the family moved to a farm north of 
the present location of Flanagan. He was 
one of the pioneer residents of this com- 
munity having lived here before the Illinois 
Central Railroad was built from Minonk to 
Kankakee and assisted in building it. He 
farmed where the village of Flanagan is now 
located and saw it develop to its present 
size. 

On March 2, 18°20, he was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Magdalena Gerig, of Waldo 
township. This union was blessed with two 
sons and three daughters. After their mar- 
Tiage they resided for 6 years on a farm . 
owned by Mr. Zimmerman’s father, one 
mile northeast of Flanagan, then moving one- 
fourth mile farther north on their cwn farm. 
In 1919, after farming nearly 30 years, they 
retired to their present home in Flanagan 
which they had built that year. 

On March 2, 1940, they observed their 
golden wedding anniversary. It was unique 
that during that time there had been no 
death in the immediate family and all 18 
were present for the occasion. 

When he was a young man, 24 years of 
age, he was converted to God and united 
with the Salem Mennonite Church of which 
he remained a faithful member until his 
death. On Sunday morning he suffere¢ 
paralytic stroke and after an illness of 3 d 
he went to his heavenly home having of: 
expressed a desire to go there. His e: 
came peacefully on November 6, having : 
tained the age of 77 years, 10 months, ar 
10 days. » 

He is survived by his sorrowing wife, tv. 
sons, and three daughters, Elisa of ne. 
Peoria, Ilinois; Ezra and Mrs. Laura Stuc:, 
of near Flanagan; Alma and Edna at hon: 
5 grandsons, 3 granddaughters, one siste, 
Mrs. Fred Fechter of Flanagan, besides % 
host of relatives and friends. His fathe: 
mother, 3 sisters, and 3 brothers precede: 
him in death. 

Our father has gone on before us, 

We miss him so much here below; 

But he lives in a world that’s far hetter- 

With Jesus in Heaven, we know. 


And he lives even here in our memories, 
As a Christian father and friend; 

Who earnestly loved and served Jesus, 
And was faithful to Him to the end. 


Dear Father, we'll follow your footsteps, 

And walk in the path that you trod; 

Till we too meet with Jesus and loved ones 

In that beautiful City of God. 

Funeral services were conducted Saturday 
afternoon, Nov. 9, first at the house then at 
the Salem Mennonite church. Rev. H. E. 
Bertsche officiated, being assisted by Rev. E. 
Rocke of the Groveland church. Scripture 
reading was I Cor. 5:10 and the funeral text, 
Joshua 24:15. Interment was in Mt. Zion 
cemetery. 
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Mrs. Magdalena Zimmerman 
Mrs. Magdalena Zimmerman, daugh- 


ter of Joseph and Fanny Roth Gerig, ~ 


was born Oct. 17, 1867, in Waldo Town- 
ship about 6 miles southeast of Flanna- 
gan, Illinois. While still a young girl the 
family moved about four miles north- 
east to a farm in Pike Township. 

In her youth she accepted Christ as 
her personal Saviour and united with 
the Evangelical Mennonite Church near 


_ her birthplace remaining a faithful mem- 


ber until her death. Her devoted Chris- 
tian life was a blessing to many. She 
was always interested in the welfare of 
her family and in ministering to the 
needs of others. Especially during her 
later years she memorized passages of 
Scripture and at about 86 years of age 
her favorite hymn, ‘Jesus Lover of My 
Soul.” : 

On March 2, 1890, she was united in 
marriage to Joel Zimmerman of near 
Flanagan. This union was blest with 5 
children. The family lived on the “Zim- 
merman Homestead,” northeast of 
Flanagan, then in 1919, father, mother 
and the two younger daughters moved to 
the present residence in the north part 
of Flanagan. 

Preceding her in death besides her 


‘father and mother were three sisters, 


two brothers, her husband, Nov. 6, 1940, 

and one son, Ezra, May. 22, 1946. 
Surviving are one son Elias of R.R. 5, 

Peoria, three daughters,-Alma and Ed- 


na, at home, [Laura] Mrs. Peter Stucky © 


of Flanagan, 8 grand children, 7. great- 
grandchildren, 4 brothers, Peter of 
Flanagan, Chris of Gridley, Ben of Pon- 
tiac, Jacob of Woodburn, Indiana; three 
sisters, Emma of Flanagan, Mrs. Henry 
G. Becker and Mrs. Mary Gerig of 
Woodburn, Ind., in addition to a host of 
other relatives and friends. 


After an illness of about a year, she 
passed away peacefully at 9:50 p.m. 
Monday, April 30, to her heavenly home 
of which she had frequently expressed 
a desire to go. She attained the age of 
88 years, 6 months and 13 days. 


Funeral | services were conducted 
Thursday, May 3, 1:30 p.m. at the Froe- 
lich Memorial Home in Flanagan and 
at 2 p.m. at the Salem Church. Rev. E. 
M. Rocke from Morton, Illinois, offi- 
ciated, using Rev. 14:13. Pall bearers 
were six grandsons. Burial was in Mt. 
Zion Cemetery. 


Mr. E. E. Zimmerman 


When a man works for the same 
company for twenty-five years he 
is usually honored with a pin or 
some other token of appreciation. 
In spite of the fact that he was 
paid well and regularly he is still 
duly honored. When a_ person 
serves the church for twenty-five 
years he should be honored, the 
more so because he did it without 
being paid it all. 

Mr. E. E. Zimmerman, a member 
of the Groveland, Illinois, EMC 
church, has served as_ business 
manager of the “Evangelical Men- 
nonite” (formerly the “Zions Tid- 
ings’) for twenty-five years. Per- 
haps many people were not even 
aware of the fact that a paper 
needed a business manager, but 
Brother Zimmerman did a tremen- 
dous amout of work. Every month 
it was necessary to check and re- 
vise the mailing list. When there 
were new subscriptions they had 
to be added, expirations taken out, 
printers’ errors corrected, and all 
of this every month for twenty- 
five years. In 1933 when he began 
as business manager, though he 
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had served previously from 1920- 
22, the subscription list contained 
about 800 names, but at the pres- 
ent time there are about 2300 on 
the list, about half of them from 
each of the two cooperating con- 
ferences. In addition to the mailing 
list there was the money to be re- 
ceived and disbursed. Until this 
last year he wrote a receipt for 
each individual who paid for a sub- 
scription. There was advertising to 
get and charges to be collected. In 
addition to this he was responsible 
for the church news section, and 
the church correspondents know 
how much encouragement they 
need from time to time to get in 
their contributions. 

Brother Zimmerman has been a 
steadying influence during all 
these years. He served under four 
editors. They are Rev. Amos Oyer, 
Rev. H. E. Bertsche, Rev. E. G. 
Steiner, and Rev. Don Klopfen- 
stein. And he dealt with several 
printers during the years. First the 
paper was printed at Berne, In- 
diana, then at Newton, Kansas, for 
several years, then back to Berne, 


HONOR 


WHOM 


HONOR 


Indiana, and now it is being p 
ed at Grabill, Indiana. 

Mr. Zimmerman said that h: 
ed figuring and writing and 
made this job enjoyable for 
Though he had a multitude of 
er things to do he said “one 
always find time when he is 
ing.” He encourages others 
have abilities in any area tc 
them for Christ and his ch 
It was only after extended co 
eration that the Commission 
Promotion, EMC, decided to ti 
fer the duties of the business ; 
ager to the editor. Because 1 
are 275 miles between the 
dences of the business mar 
and the editor it was felt that 
bining the duties would sim 
and expedite the work. 

In addition to this way of 
ing, which was the first for B 
er Zimmerman in the confer 
he has served, and is now se) 
in many other ways. Since 
he has been manager of the C 
tian Life Publications, and 
business has grown consider 

(Continued on Page 8] 
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He is secretary of the board of « 
rectors at the Salem Childre: 
Home, a director and past pre 
dent and vice president of t 
board of Meadows Mennon 
Home, a director of Christian Se: 
ice Foundation, financial sec 
tary of the Peoria Christ: 
School, and assistant treasurer < 
a director of the Rural Home 
sionary Association. He was a 
a member of the Commission 
Promotion for about twelve yez 
Conference trustee for twe 
years, and Foreign Missions Ti 
surer for the Conference for 1 
years. In addition to this w 
away from home he has ser 
long and faithfully in his hc 
church where he is an ordai 
deacon, he has been church se: 
tary for about 35 years and : 
serves in that capacity, he 
Sunday school superintendent 
six years, assistant superintenc 
for six years, and has served 
several other committees. " 


Elias Zimmerman 


GROVELAND — Elias E. Zim- 
merman, 89, R.R. 5, East Peoria, direc- 
tor of Meadows Mennonite Home for 43 
years, died at 5:55 p.m. Friday at 
Morton Manor Nursing Home, Morton. 

His funeral will be at 10:30 a.m. | 
Monday at Groveland Evangelical Men- 
nonite Church, the Rev. Emil Krahn © 
officiating. Burial will be in the church , 
cemetery. 

Visitation will be from 2 to 9 p.m. 
Sunday at Perry Memorial Home, 
Morton, and from an hour before the 
Service at the church Monday. 

He was born Feb. 1, 1891, in Flanagan, 
a son of Joel and Magdelena Gehrig © 
Zimmerman. He married Katherine 
Stucky Sept. 17, 1918, in Groveland. She 
survives. 


Mr. and Mrs. Elias E. Zimmerman 
celebrated their Golden Wedding An- 
niversary on Sunday, September 7th. 
An open house was held in the Grove- 
land Church on Sunday, September 


work of the church was carriec Sth. Also surviving are two sons, Edwin J., 
in addition to extensive pers East Peoria, and Vernon K., Cham- 
business. Katherine Zimmerman _ 28m; a sister, Alma M. Zimmerman, 


Flanagan; five grandchildren; and two 


The Commission on Promot é 
great-grandchildren. 


-GROVELAND — Katherine B. 


in behalf of the church and e 
cially the readers of the “E 
gelical Mennonite,” expresses 
cere appreciation to our Bro 
Zimmerman for twenty-five y 
of faithful, unselfish work 
frequently went beyond the ca 
duty. Though he was never } 
seldom thanked, and too frequ 
ly criticized, we take this 0} 
tunity to give honor to whom 
or is due. He has done a diff 
job very well. 

It is hoped that this examp 
willing service to Christ anc 
church will encourage others | 
vest themselves in the wor 
hand. All who are faithful i 
little things will be promot 
greater things in due time ar 
nally hear the blessed words, ‘ 
done, thou good and faithfu 
vant. Enter into the joy of 
Lord.” 


Zimmerman, 91, of Morton and 
formerly of Groveland Township 
died at 1:31 p.m. yesterday (Aug.. 
13, 1989) at the Apostolic Christian 
Restmore Inc., Morton. She had 
been a resident since Nov. 5, 1986. 


Her funeral will be at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday at the Evangelical 
Mennonite Church, Groveland 
with the Revs. Jay Minnich and 
Paul Rupp officiating. Burial will 
be in the church cemetery. 


.. Visitation will be from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Ludwig-Rohrschneider Mortuary, 
Morton, and also one hour before 
the service Wednesday at the 
church. 


Mrs. Zimmerman was born June 
6, 1898 in Morton Township, the 
daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth 
Hochstettler Stucky. She married 
Elias E. Zimmerman Sept. 7, 1918, 
in Groveland. He died April, 1980. 


Survivors include two sons, Ed- 
win, East Peoria and Dr. Vernon 
K., Champaign; five grandchildren; 
‘and six great-grandchildren. 


She was preceded in death by 
‘one son. 


. She was a homemaker, living 
her adult life in Groveland Town- 
ship. She was a member of the 
Evangelical Mennonite Church, 
‘Groveland. 


Memorials may be made to the 
Apostolic Christian Restmore, Inc. 


or to a charity of the donor’s - 


choice. 


A son, a brother and two sisters 


preceded him in death. 


He attended Illinois State University 
and taught four years at the Salem 
Childrens’ Home in Flanagan, as well as 


four years at Flanagan Grade School. 

He was a member of the Tazewell 
County Farm Bureau. 

He was director of Rural Home Mis- 
sionary Associaton, Morton, for 19 
years. 

He was Sunday school teacher and 
Superintendent at Groveland Evangel- 
ical Mennonite Church. 

He also was director of Salem Chil- 
drens’ Home. 

Memorials may be made to Meadows 
Mennonite Home, Salem Childrens’ 
Home or to a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 
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Ezra Noah Zimmerman, son of Joel and 
Magdalena Gerig Zimmerman, was born © 


September 17, 1894, on a farm about 1 mile 
northeast of Flanagan, Illinois. When about 
one and one half years of age the family 
. Moved .to the farm home one fourth mile 


,north of his birthplace where he resided - 


eS the next 50 years. 


He received his education in the Flanagan 


Fable schools. After his education he worked 
on the “Zimmerman Homestead”: for his 


“father. When his parents moved from their - 


‘residence in 1919 to the village of Flanagan, 
he continued farming very successfully until 
his sudden departure. 


On June 12, 1919, he was miaeried - Miss 


Idella Staker of near Morton, Illinois. 


_ For a number of years he was afflicted with 
‘a heart ailment yet always with a zeal doing 
‘the daily-tasks that came before him. About 
‘two weeks ago he became ill and a few days 
“later was confined to his bed. On last Tues- 
“day afternoon he was taken to St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Bloomington, Illinois where he 
passed away peacefully on Wednesday morn- 
ing at 1:40 o’clock, May 22, 1946, at the age 
of 51 years 8 months and 5 days. His father 
preceded him in death November 6, 1940. | 


In his youth he became a member of the’ 


Salem Mennonite Church of which he. re- 
‘mained a faithful member until God took him 
“unto himself. He was a kind and devoted 
- husband and father to his family, always 
‘seeking to provide for their comfort and 
’ welfare.-His jovial disposition, his kind con- 

sideration and thoughtfulness of others to 

help them when help was needed, won for 
’ “him a wide circle of friends, who will greatly 
miss him. 


Surviving are his devoted wife, Idella, his 
two daughters, Mrs. Darlene Jensen -of 
Flanagan, and Mrs. Verniel Koeller of Peoria, 
his mother and three sisters, Edna, Alma, 
and Mrs. Laura Stucky of Flanagan and 
one brother, Elias, of near Peoria, Illinois, 
besides a very large ‘number of relatives 
and friends. 


Funeral services were conducted May 24 
at 1:30 o’clock at the residence and at 2:00 
o'clock at the Salem Mennonite Church. Rev. 
H. E. Bertsche had charge of the services 


' speaking from Amos 4:12 and 5:8. Interment 


was in Mt. Zion Cemetery. 


Mrs. Laura Ella Stucky 

Mrs. Laura Ella Zimmerman Stucky, 
oldest daughter of the late Joel and 
Magdalena Gerig Zimmerman was born 
Sept. 8, 1896, about 1% miles northeast 
of Flanagan, Illinois on the Zimmer- 
man Homestead. 

In her early youth she _ accepted 
Christ as her Saviour and later was 
received by baptism as a member of 
the Evangelical Mennonite Church 
about five miles southeast of Flanagan. 
She remained a faithful member dur- 
ing her lifetime. 

On Jan. 21, 1920, she was united in 
marriage to Peter Stucky from Berne, 
Indiana. They spent their’ entire 
married life on the farm, first several 
miles northwest from Chenoa, and 
since 1924, on the present location 
about two miles east of Flanagan. This 
marriage was. blessed with three 
children. 

She was of a jovial disposition, inter- 
ested in the welfare of her family, and 
willing to help others when assistance 
was needed. 

On Oct. 30, she entered Mennonite 
hospital in Bloomington, Illinois. For 
the last week she seemed to be im- 
proving when suddenly on _ Friday 
morning Nov. 14, shortly after eight 
o’clock she passed away peacefully to 
be with her Lord whom she loved. She 
attained the age of 62 years, 2 months, 
and 6 days. 

Surviving are her loving husband, 
two sons, Jerald of Flanagan and 
Leland of Streator; one daughter, 
Delite, R. N. at Mennonite hospital of 
519 E. Chestnut St., Bloomington, one 
grandson, Dallas, one brother Elias of 
R.R. 5, Peoria, Illinois; two _ sisters, 
Alma and Edna of Flanagan, several 
nieces and nephews, also many other 
relatives and friends. Preceding her in 
death were her parents, the father in 
1940, the mother in 1956, and one 
brother, Ezra in 1946. 
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Peter Stucky 


FLANAGAN — Peter Stucky, 91, 
of 502 S. Jefferson St., died at 10:45 
a.m. yesterday (Jan. 7, 1987) at Saint 
James Hospital, Pontiac. 


His funeral will be at 11 a.m. 
Friday at Salem Mennonite 
Church, the Rev. George Craig of- 
ficiating. Burial will be in Mount 
Zion Cemetery, Flanagan. 


Visitation will be from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday at Froelich Memorial 
Home, Flanagan, and one hour 
before the service Friday at the 
church. 


He was born July 18, 1895, in 
Morton, a son of Christian N. and 
Catherine Stuckey Stucky. He mar- 
ried Laura Ella Zimmerman on 
Jan. 21, 1920, in Flanagan. She died 
Nov. 14, 1958. 


Survivors include one daughter, 
Delite Stucky, Flanagan; one son, 
Jerald, Flanagan; one brother, 
Ezra, Gridley; two sisters, Silva 
DuBach and Arminda Sommer, 
both of Berne, Ind.; and one grand- 
child. 


One brother, two sisters and one 
son preceded him in death. 


Mr. Stucky was a member of 
Salem Mennonite Church. He 
farmed all his life in the Flanagan 
area, retiring in 1962. 


Memorials may be made to a 
charity of the donor’s choice. 


Edna Malinda Zimmerman 


Edna Malinda Zimmerman, youngest 
daughter of Joel and Magdalena Gerig 
Zimmerman, was born March 26, 1905, 
1% miles N. E. of Flanagan, Illinois. 


Her early years were spent on the 
farm where she was born. In 1919, she 
with her parents and sister, Alma, moved 
to the village of Flanagan. 


She graduated from the Flanagan 
grade and high schools, and later attend- 
ed Illinois State Normal University. She 
chose as her vocation to be a teacher 
and taught for 36 years in various 
schools of Woodford, McLean and 
Livingston counties. For the last 10 
years she taught the 2nd grade in Flana- 
gan. She was highly respected as a 
teacher and a member of her home com- 
munity. In a remarkable way she won 
the affection and confidence of her 
pupils and their parents. 


Early in life she accepted Christ as 
her Saviour, after which she became a 
member of the Salem Evangelical Men- 
nonite Church, and remained a faithful 
member until death. She frequently as- 
sisted in Vacation Bible School and other 
church activities. 


For the last few years, she with her 
sister Alma resided in their newly-built 
residence in Flanagan. 


Several months ago she became ill. 
About 4 weeks ago she was taken to 
Cole Hospital in Champaign, Illinois. She 
endured her illness with patience and a 
few days before her departure she said 
that she would not be with us very long. 
Early Thursday morning, Dec. 8, 1960, 
at the hospital she passed peacefully to 
her heavenly home to be with her Lord 
whom she dearly loved. She attained the 
age of 55 years, 8 months, and 12 days. 


Her father, mother, one brother and 
one sister preceded her in death. Sur- 
viving are one brother, Elias, of RR 5, 
Peoria, Illinois, one sister Alma of 
Flanagan, several nieces and nephews, 
besides, many other relatives and 
friends. 


Dearest sister thou hast left us, 
And our loss we deeply feel 
For ’tis God who hath bereft us, 
He can all our sorrows heal. 


Funeral services were conducted 
Saturday at 1:30 P.M. at the Froelich 
Memorial Home in Flanagan and at 
2:00 P.M. at the Salem Evangelical Men- 
nonite Church. Rev. J. R. Lehman pastor 
of the church officiated, assisted by Rev. 
E. M. Rocke of Morton, Illinois. Funeral 
text Rev. 14:13.: Pallbearers were 
nephews. 


Miss Alma Zingcernian-06 5NS 


Pallbearers will be Phil Zimmer-.. preceded her in death. 


man, Ray Zimmerman, Jan Koeller. 


Grant Koeller, Cline Jensen and | Sal 


Nellae Stucky. Burial will be in 


soe! St., died at '7:45 p.m: Mon-- - a 
‘Bay, Oct. 27,1986, a Saint: James’ ‘14, 1900, at raglan (nena fi 


‘pan a se Ly 
:-7/ Vernon a anerman +E ket ma! : 


-- Mount Zion Geinetery. 3 a 
Miss Zimmerman was. ‘born’May 


Two brothers and two -sisters. 


The family suggests memorials to x: 
Salem Mennonite Church or of the 
donor’s choice. _ 
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Vernon Zimmerman ,.. 


ie “~ GROVELAND — ' Vernon 
a erman, 68, of Champaign, 
‘tformerly of the Groveland area, 
‘{died- at 1:30 p.m.: Thursday, 
“*Nov. 21, 1996, at Carle Founda- 
‘stion Hospitalin Urbana. © 
*.“Born Aug. 6, 1928, in Grovel- 


“and to Elias E. and Katherine - 


-“B: ‘Stucky Zimmerman,’ . he‘ 
“tarried Marilyn Pflederer ‘in 
“2967. She preceded :-him?:in 


“}@eath. He married wove Wiese © 
khill. She survives.) 2 6-0? 

13 3;Also surviving are one broth-: ! 
6 Edwin of rural Morton; and’ 


“five nieces and nephews. One - 
ther preceded him in death: a 
He was dean of the Universi-~ 


unting in 1962.:, 


i 


MSince retiring in’ 1992, he = 


ontinued to serve as director 


pf the Center for International * 
ducation and Research in Ac- ' 


unting at the university: and 
as coordinator of internation- : 
S. 


salprogeam 
s, In 1962, he peraniced the ac- ° 


vane ‘system for the newly 
REaeaG Peace Corps . in Wash-'» 
on, D 


He. eaeabae his : bachelor’s, 


nantes s and doctorate de- - 


grees from the: U of I: He was< 
~getive with the: Army: Audit - 
ewgency in the San: Antonio’ 


erhouse. of thei 
#3 He was a Fulbright professor : 
‘an the Graduate . School’ of 
. Business in Vjenna, ‘Austria,° 
irom 1960 to~1961. He held a:: 
@xuggenheim Fellowship from 
#965 to 1966 for research in the » 
in story of European account-.. 
ng. He received an honorary © 
Boctorate of commercial: sci- ; 
ence from Suffolk University in 
“Boston... 
He: was eeordinaton -of the ° 
ian Business ‘ Education 
ontract from 1967 to 1975'and 
the World Bank Contract in ’ 
siness Education’, for, Ban- 
:j@tadesh from 1983 to. 1989. He | 
,iwas a consultant to the World . 
‘iBank in Sudan and for the In- - 
‘iternational - Labor., Maas 
‘tion in Malawi. _ 


‘of Illinois College: ‘of.;Com- | 
“ymerce and » Business - . 
y&dministration since.'1971.. He’ 

came a full professor in ace A 


ee He was editor of the Interna- | 
‘3tfonal Journal of ‘Accounting. i, 
s.since its founding 30 years'ago,~’ 
:{"He was an active member of “ 
‘{inois Power Co.’s:board’of di+”: 
“rectors since 1973. He” was-di- * 
“rector of Clark Lindsey Village. - 
sine Urbana. He was past direc-;, 
«ter of Busey Bank’ and First: 
{Busey Corp., oth in'«Cham- 
}sDaign, Champaign: ‘National: 
iBank, National .- Bank. of :Ur-9 
<abana,. HCA Inc. ‘and Touche!‘ 
“Ross: Aid to Education Foun: 
Hy {dation in Champaignij 2 eT 
He was a memi er of First'= 
«Presbyterian -Chureh in’! ‘Dre! ; 
«s Wana. 
: Services will be at 10:30 am. 
?sMonday at his church,. where.., 
friends will: be received one”: 
wHour earlier and immediately 
jaker the service. Private grave- 
fyside services: will in Mount 
gpore Cemetery in Tremont. . 
Arrangements are by. Mitten-. 
‘) dorf-Calvert: ‘Funeral Home,.; 
#. Champaign Chapel... ‘ 
«kn Memorials may. he made. to’ 
a XJ. om I pou aon ce nls. 
urc 
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THE FAMILY OF JOSEPH M. AND MARY (ZIMMERMAN) GERIG 


JOSEPH M. GERIG 


Mean La Love 


Mary Zimmerman 


Ly. 


Ella Leah Gerig 
m: Opes) abe alice: 
Henry Gerig 


Elmer Ezra Gerig 
mee Mave 55.) LO Le 
Mary Ann Steiner 


Clara Esther Gerig 
m: Vans Oreo LS 
Jesse Andrew Yaggy 


Noah Joel Gerig 
m: 1Dy=Ke! At}, iowa 
Elsie Mae Ehresman 


Daniel Amos Gerig 
Wie Whreba Sei. Spey 
Wanda Berneice Miller 


ELLA LEAH GERIG 


m: uRbbay Ak,» absvis) 


Henry Gerig 


A. 


Lester Joseph Gerig 
me sep. 9, 1943 
Waneta Inez DeWitte 
1. Lester Joseph Gerig, Jr. 
Wie iNrenie alts), alsxeye 
Vicki Lynn Nern 
a. Lori Ann Gerig 
Tiree Lio peo oe 
Brian Lee Chronster 
(1) Aaron Paul Chronster 
(2) Matthew Brian Chronster 
(3) Kyle Brandon Chronster 
b. Mark Allen Gerig 
MmiMaye23, 1992 
Jenny Lynn Durbin 
c. Robyn Lynn Gerig 
tiwaeMay 10771984 
Richard Loren Miller 


(1) Ryan Christopher Miller 


(2) Adam Trent Miller 
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F893 


£o39 
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1894 


rSo7/ 


1896 


LS3S 


1899 


LOUZ 


1902 


L893 


1889 


1924 


1924 


1943 


1947 


1964 


L963 


dle Re | 


1994 


1996 


1965 


fh ar 


2367 


1964 


1983 


L985 


May 


Jun 


May 


OC 


Mar 


Dec 


Dec 


Jun 


May 


OGie 


OcE 


Aug 


May 


Oct 


10; 91954 
Pd Vs ae Boy 5) 
og ele tape 
8, 1964 
ve hee GUUS BY a 
aR * ele 
PH [ieee Mle RY 8 
She ake Te 
peti Calpe Ae Jal 
4370 L960 
257e oo. 
Bre Nhe Fe i) 
67 Oo 
Sy 1964 


d. Todd Alan Gerig 
Niel eo egos 
Julie Ann Gilbert 
(1) Todd Alan Gerig 
(2) Katie Lynn Gerig 
(3) Brook Nicole Gerig 
Connie Sue Gerig 
Mie, ADU 27) cL o0 
Melvin Theodore Downs 
a. Michelle Lee Downs 
b. Bradley Joe Downs 
Dean Allen Gerig 
m: Aug 14, 1966 
Diana Lynn Madden 
a. Denise Renee Gerig 
My sAUC eo, hoo 
Paul Alan Northup 
(1) Tiffany Renee Northup 
(2) Austin Paul Northup 
b. Douglas Allen Gerig 
Dean Allen Gerig 
Mia OCLUS Lowe 
Rita Jayne Roe 
Dean Allen Gerig 
Mite ADL ese eos 7 
Cheryle Jane Sorg 
(1) Jennifer Lynn Sorg 
(a) Alexandra Lyn Hatton 
(2) Terry Joseph Gerig 
(3) Zachary Allen Gerig 
Terry Lee Gerig 
we. “Wkebel Aye ablyais: 
Gwen Lee Purk 
a. Bobbie Jo Gerig 
b. Terri Lee Gerig 
Mvp oS eels 


Steve Douglas Kortokrax 


Terry Lee Gerig 
m: Feb 16, 1995 
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Mar 


Apr 


Aug 


May 


Sep 


Dec 
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Sep 22, 


Lgo93 


Margaret Marie Tolliver 
a. Breanne Tolliver 
Gloria Jean Gerig 
Mee OL OF OF 
Oriean Donald Clayton 
a. \Jeffery Alan Clayton 
m: 
Tiffany Elizabeth Fritz 
Db; MaregRobent Clayton 
c. Michael Oriean Clayton 
Randy Joe Gerig 
We ie A alasyyize§ 
Rebecca Kaye Hughes 
a. Jason Lee Gerig 
m: Oyehe, walsh os Ale Meyy/ 
Jennifer Gail Dubbins 
b. Amy Jo Gerig 
c. Christine Marie Gerig 
m: pep els, 1999 
Aaron Wayne Abbott 
(1) Lia Marie Gerig 
Randy Joe Gerig 
Mice oul 1 7 el O93 
Irene Louise Bradtmueller 
a. Shawn Lee Bradtmueller 
By Shane Alan Bradtmueller 
Dennis Lee Gerig 
ane MWieee By. albeyyis 
Merry Anne Meglich 
a. Jaime Inez Gerig 
Ane “Ope boh wlehe alse be) 


Dan Robert Kuhn 


(1) Hannah Nicole Kuhn 


Annabelle Mae Gerig 


m: apbhal eee, akicysty/ 


Robert Wayne Bollier 


Nancy Ann Bollier 
mz aeabheb 72.072°1970 
David Karl Haberkorn 


a. Erik David Haberkorn 
m: Apr 30, 1994 
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22, 1950 
2, 1981 

14, 1951 
2, 1949 

30, 1970 
1771611976 
6, 1981 

2, 1954 

26, 1954 
22 \e1975 
15, 1975 
PevsrL-9 V7 
oss. 980 
1349975 
2, 1998 

15, 1957 
6, 1979 

9, 1982 

22, 1955 
23, 1955 
2201976 
11, 1975 
iaivets 97 
Ty g92:9 
3, 1925 

21, 1949 
207 4947 
ar P1870 


Lisa Kay Hicks 

(1) Treg David Haberkorn 
b. Tera Kay Haberkorn 
Nancy Ann Haberkorn 

Ms spec si), 278 
Gary Lynn Meinerding 
William Henry Bollier 

me dun .95 e273 
Vicki Jo Gerbers 
a. Lindsey Rae Bollier 
b. Sidney Jo Bollier 
c. Kasey Kristine Bollier 
Kay Marie Bollier 

Tee AUS Ball pet 


Gary Lynn Remenschneider 


a. Tiana Marie Remenschneider 


b. Garett Robert Remenschneider 


c. Haley Korine Remenschneider 


Henry Gerig 


Mite Ma Gea Se os 


Carrie Rupp 


A. 


Alvin Henry Gerig 


m: May 9, 1943 


Velma Loretta Mooney 


os 


Lynn Alvin Gerig 
me MALS 2, a 2 oS 
Sharon Jean Whittern 


a. Jeanne Marie Gerig 
me. eABbay fh abe Ysyak 
Nathan Todd Peters 
(1) Talia Rose Peters 
b. Michael Lynn Gerig 
m: Aug 24, 1996 
Andrea Lynn Cummings 
(1) Abigail Fiona Gerig 
Doris Ann Gerig 
me LWaDeo 2 7 1Los2 


Mark William Shramo 


a. Mark William Stephen Shramo 
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Doris Ann Shramo 

ats Ul, B7/, » aL eyfsjal 
Michael James Johnson 
até Michelle Lanee Johnson 
16) James Glen Johnson 
Cz Mark Stephen Johnson 


de Christie Lynn Johnson 


e. Sara Nicole Johnson 


B: Garnet Mae Gerig 


ELMER EZRA GERIG 


m: May 15, 1918 


Mary Ann Steiner 


A. Norman Leon Gerig 


m: Jan 6, 1946 


Mary Lou Williamson 


e. 


Kathleen Ann Gerig 

Ws Mate 25 o°Lo 72 
Stephen Mark Bowman 
a. Jennifer Ann Bowman 
b. Jill Stephanie Bowman 
c. David Mark Bowman 
Gail Lynn Gerig 

m: dbhe) isn. | ally 
Gregory Dean Bratton 
a. Matthew Brandon Bratton 
b. Janie Crystal Bratton 
Michael Wayne Gerig 

m: afebel, Shp abeysye! 

Luanne Betz 
a. Adam Michael Gerig 
b. Angela Britton Gerig 
Michael Wayne Gerig 


TOC Gis ek aT 
Thoma Lynn Smith 


Norman Leon Gerig 


m: Decrll, 1998 


Chris Madden 


B. Janice Marceil Gerig 
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28, 1952 
ag, +7973 
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25, 1985 
1, 1988 
20RE1917 
8, 1895 
21, 1894 
21924 
8, 1926 
28, 1949 
25, 1943 
23-5 om 
1, 1979 
9, 1982 
COSC In| 
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1, 1985 
14, 1956 
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8, 1985 
8, 1985 
sye1960 
7, 1926 
26, 1934 


May 


Oct 


Mar 


Dec 


Nov 


Andrew Delagrange 
1. Penny Sue Delagrange 
mM: - OCGEMe lye s76 
Stephen Paul Nelson 
a. Neil Andrew Nelson 


b. Neicole Marion Nelson 


CLARA ESTHER GERIG 


m: Jan 3.0 e918 
Jesse Andrew Yaggy 
re Loretta Jane Yaggy 

m: Mar 31, 1951 


Kenneth Charles Fiedler 
1. Keith Allen Fiedler 
m: INOW Sets 
Jan Latella 
a. Logan Cae Fiedler 
b. Derek Alan Fiedler 
2. Ricky Lynn Fiedler 
m: (Ofehay Piel. ALS IyiPe 
Joyce Bruns 
a. Shawn Patrick Fiedler 
b. Autum Christina Fiedler 


aot 


3. Michael Duane Fiedler 
Wie) AAU 65. 2877 
Deborah Ehle 
a. Garth Andrew Fiedler 


b. Dane Edward Fiedler 


4. Kevin Brian Fiedler 


m: Aug: 26, 31987 
Lisa Brunson 
NOAH JOEL GERIG 
Mie DeCe 2 Oreo 
Elsie Mae Ehresman 
A. Emerald Dale Gerig 
jis “rahbugy altsh oy abet) 


Gwendolyn Irene Sommerville 
1. Emily Ann Gerig 
glee”. INfonyy Taye, Tabs) 7fal 


David Ellis Skinner 


a. Matthew David Skinner 
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b. Timothy John Skinner 
c. Daniel Paul Skinner 
Gregory Lee Gerig 

ne  wibbey abs}. al&)9/7/ 
Patricia Lengacher 
a. Jessica Lee Gerig 
b. Noah Joel Gerig II 
Onalee Irene Gerig 

ms: "Aug 4,. 1979 


Kevin Michael Giggy 


a. Darrin Michael Giggy 


b. Rachelle Elizabeth Giggy 


Merle Leon Gerig 


me Augeg, (1952 


Eloise Elizabeth Klaehn 
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Jacqueline Sue Gerig 
m: Calis aL Os 
Ronald Edward Bandelier 


a. Alisa Michele Bandelier 
m: mesa, AO), -abeysys} 
Denis Michael Cahill 


(1) Devin Michael Cahill 


b. Sean Michael Bandelier 
ne Wiehe AWS, alSyeys} 
Brandie Lee Christman 

Dean Leon Gerig 
Mie AU eS, el 7 

Linda Kay Schleiser 

a. Tyler Leon Gerig 

b. Brady Christopher Gerig 

c. Shaina Nicole Gerig 

d. Cody Austin Gerig 

e. Dylan Lucas Gerig 

Jill Marie Gerig 
Une NOV ZAOLIsSS 

Neil Fredrick Richter 


a. Andrew Wayne Richter 


b. Kelli Marie Richter 
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4. Denise Louise Gerig 
me “Auges 7 2997 
Donald Gilbert Ecker, Jr. 
Cs Eloise Joan Gerig 


m: Aug 25, 1956 


Gerald Eugene Thorne 


‘Ws 


Susan Lynne Thorne 


TH Wu Cielo} 


Brian Wyndham Pottle 


as 


le). 


cr 


as 


Casey Lyn Pottle 
Cara Grace Pottle 
Haley Michelle Pottle 


Joanne Wyndham Pottle 


Michael Curtis Thorne 


me, “May 28) 151968 


Julia Elizabeth Little 


oN 


b. 


Ce 


James Michael Thorne 
Cynthia Joy Thorne 


Elizabeth Hope Thorne 


DANIEL AMOS GERIG 


le Ofehel Pash.» alkyl 


Wanda Berneice Miller 


A. Evelyn Marie Gerig 


me wWul 29 e944 


Carl Bernard Klaus 


bite 


Terry Lee Klaus 


m: Sep) L077 Leo 


Cheryl Maxine Fudge 


a 


Stacey Lyn Klaus 
ites) « iDlaxey 2 sh et abyss 


Douglas Carter Pickford 


Terry Lee Klaus 


mi: JOetb 223,, asi. 


Joy Elizabeth Williamson 


clin 


Randy James Klaus 
m: rOpibial Ikisy 5 viRSis ne 
Michelle Ann Wayland 


Brian Kacey Klaus 
ms) faug) 1985 
Christiana Ann Schmansky 


(1) Brandon Joseph Klaus 


Me) 


Mar 


Nov 


Sep 
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Feb 


Feb 


Mar 
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Nov 


6, 


4, 
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Ost: 25, 


Aug 8, 


Feb 25, 


1981 


L985 


1983 


(2) Kacie Lyn Klaus 


2. Deanna Marie Klaus 
Wie cero yal 967 
John Wayne Wilson 


a. Denise Marie Wilson 
m: Sep 15, 1990 
Timothy John Reese 
(1) Rhobyn Rhaquel Reese 
(2) Rhyan Christopher Reese 
Deanna Marie Wilson 
jae = ewe alls). alte pata 
David Michael Gardner 
a. Jason Michael Gardner 
3. Jannette Louise Klaus 
ms: Geahleez ren 19.619 
Anthony Richard Kozitza 
a. Rachael Marie Kozitza 
Wis wee AS), aLSyene 
Brian Michael Jaster 
(1) Eric Michael Jaster 
b. Ryan Anthony Kozitza 
c. Justin Wade Kozitza 
3. Richard Carl Klaus 
Delores Mary Gerig 
ma Mays, 1947 
William Robert Hawk 
1. Robert Joe Hawk 
[Ue C Cay 95/-0 
Cindy Lou Chandler 
a. Robert Lane Hawk 
b. William Russell Hawk 
c. Andrew Jacob Hawk 
m: Feb 7, 1998 
Clesa Marie Bannerman 
2. Dennis Allen Hawk 
m: Jun 1967 
Sharon Colleen Frank 
a. Brian Russell Hawk 


m: OGiEL oan. 9 9: 
Timmi Nicole Hurt 
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(1) Matthew Allen Hawk 
Brian Russell Hawk 
ms ) NOV, (97 3.996 
Heather Lee Gwaley 
(1) William Russell Hawk 
Dennis Allen Hawk 
Mee DeCe2 Zar on.s 
Patricia Ann Roadruck 
Jenelle Annette Hawk 
Nes) Mar 75s. Sarr 
Jacob Charles Griesinger 
a. Dee Ann Griesinger 
meiMay: 1599S 
James Alfred Shutt 
b. Donna Jean Griesinger 
co: David Charles Griesinger 
e. Janeen Marie Griesinger 
f. Jacob Keith Griesinger 
Bonita Jane Hawk 
m: Sep 29, 1973 
Russell Anthony Brown 
a. Jessica Lynne Brown 
(1) Zachary Andrew Brown 
b. Jennifer Elaine Brown 
c. Andrea Jane Brown 
Bonita Jane Brown 
ie = copbeal aj alsyeyy-t 
Michael Everett Lenhart 
a. Kellie Brianne Lenhart 
Jey Daniel Ryan Lenhart 
Lynette Dee Hawk 
m:.° Jul 7, 1984 
Jerry Vincent Gerace 
a. Pamela Sue Gerace 
Nie cep al paseo 
Kevin Lynn Kirkland 
(1) Ronnie Sue Kirkland 
Les Jacquelyn Sue Gerace 


m: gun. 6, 987 
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Douglas Lee Scalf 

(1) Ashley Rose Scalf 

(2) Lindsey Sue Scalf 
Keith Stanley Hawk 


Wie jDEe Ai, alse 
Daphne Jayne (Hay) Miller 


a. Haylie Anne Hawk 
be Rebecca Kathryn Miller 
Gz Jacob Thomas Miller 


Delores Mary Hawk 


m: aieieal (a) abisy/s 


Roger Mack Arthur 


A bs 


Dennis Ray Arthur 

Mee enue 26, LOZ 
Laura Louise Meyers 
a. Vicki Michelle Arthur 

hess ef Ch ba Dh Ge. salle fe US) 

Gregory Lewis Helser 
b. Karyn Renee Arthur 
c. Tina Marie Arthur 
d. Michael Paul Arthur 
Carol Elaine Arthur 

m: Ofetal, abe als)y fe! 
Steven Ray Clum 
a. Matthew Ryan Clum 
b. Kendra Jo Clum 
Deborah Lynn Arthur 

Mme pAUGE1LS, 71974 
Leland Doyt Yoakam 
a. Amanda Marie Yoakam 
b. Jennifer Lee Yoakam 
Barbara Jo Arthur 

me: Now 4,- 1980 
Steven Ray Gudakunst 
a. Angela Jo Gudakunst 


b. Keith Allan Gudakunst 


c. Heather Nicole Gudakunst 
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Cletus LeVon Gerig bil asemas 222929 
me "Aug 20,7, 1950 


Barbara Josephine Terral b. Feb 26, 1934 
1. Deborah Leigh Gerig b .ouOcted952-1.955 
m: 
John T. Griffiths b. Aprs23ye1947 
a. Daniel Scott Griffiths bs enOctaers , e986 
Mm:9 Decr 1975 519.94 
Shiela Fix be 


(1) Danika Elizabeth Griffithsb. Dec 10, 1996 


Deborah Leigh Griffiths 
he = 9Ofexehoaltsy, aleyejah 


Marland L. Whaley eye 
a. Kendra Leigh Whaley b. wWana7;, 2984 
b. Kiah Jo Whaley D.. mus eaoae 
2. Jeffrey Brian Gerig b.  :Manw2d, 49.58 
Ms. ADTs eae 
Marcia Loftus Ds usvogan $2029.60 
a. Brandon Jake Gerig beleAugie22; 2984 


Jeffrey Brian Gerig 
m: Feb 24, 1994 


Patricia Jo be 
a. Megan Gerig baud (20789989 
b. Christopher Gerig D.) p@erery boca 
3. David Clete Gerig b-. aFeb Jag f960 
Ms scape) 7 i986 
Cynthia Richardson b. 
a. David Raymond Gerig b. (Mani23.0 985 
b. Johanna Lee Gerig b.. .Marv22, 2885 
Cz Jesseca Lee Gerig b. Maye7se% 99% 
d. Jaiden Lee Gerig beet Feb —26),401,995 
Carol Bernice Gerig bes sun 43521934 da Apr 2770s a 
mM: BOct #205 sbo52 
David Lee Heffner b. sApT4at31934 
1. Michael Lee Heffner b. ~Dedei45.1953 
m: Mare eo al S75 
Velma Lyn Murphy Dia eA Ss 511.954 dis Mar 167g oeo 


Michael Lee Heffner 
m: Feb 25, 1991 
Janie Kay Larson bet non ed:.65161950 


(hays) 


a. Michelle Marie Larson Dig AUG) 340.1976 
0 ae CPCS Migs: Ook 9) 


Gene Parks b. 
(1) Trent Tyler Parks lek WyEbe Beh, baleicoy 
a. Dustin Michael Heffner bee May 137-1992 
b. Zachary David Heffner Dee NOVEES yer eo 5 
2. Julia Bernice Heffner Doe Ue 1956 
Me, 2OUL S37 LOTS 
Michael Mohrhauser Dee DCC lol oo5 


a. Christina Bernice Mohrhauser Dime MAVerlereel ou 6 
Mie Cul 9, 11996 
J.W. Harker 
(1) James Patrick Harker Dee eAUugG S47, 41996 


b. Matthew Aaron Rodriguez Doe Ma yao; 71990 


Julia Bernice Mohrhauser 
Wy AYE e eats “ARS 


Damon Brasswell Da UUne 29 ee 963 

a. Lindsey Brasswell Dee Maya 2 74601 9:96 

3. Russell Dean Heffner b. Mar 18, 1960 
is WUE ARSE Cage} SRS) 

Davene Marches Dea OU ae 961) 

a. Jackie Nichole Heffner Dea) pe 9 

b. Carolyn Suzanne Heffner be Mange 1990 

c. Laura Christine Heffner bo e Febr24, 41993 

jhe Karen Sue Gerig Dien Maree eee os 
m: Sep 25,71 9635 

Richard Dean Schaffer be Sw Nove097 31941 

a. Frank Alan Schaffer b. Apr 18, 1969 

b. Michael Scott Schaffer bie Maraeoyerl 971 


Daniel Amos Gerig 
m: 
Lula Marguerite Gearhart bo Mayet 1908 


Daniel Amos Gerig 


Neen 20 Lo6s 
Verda C. Reynolds be. «Jun, Lopes 0s 


1) PAG 


Joseph M. and Mary Gerig 


The J.M. Gerig Family 


4 IO 


THE J.M. GERIG FAMILY 
Left to right: Clara. Mary. Ella. Daniel. Elmer. Joseph. Noah 
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The Indiana Farm of JM. and Mary Gerig 
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50th Anniversary - 1942 Family of J.M. and Meee Litre) Con 


FRONT: Left to right: Janice Gerig. Annabelle Gerig, Cletus Gerig. Loretta Yaggy. Eloise Gerig. Carol Gerig. MIDDLE: Left to right: Elmer Gerig. Ella Gerig, JM. Gerig, Mary 
Gerig, Clara Yaggy. Noah Gerig, Daniel Gerig, _BACK: Left to right: Mary Gerig. Norman Gerig. Henry Gerig. Alvin Gerig, Merle Gerig, Evelyn Gerig, Delores Gerig, Jesse 
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Jesse and Glira (Gerig) Yaggy 


Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Gerig 


WILL MARK 60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY — Mr. and J. M. Gerig 
ot Woodburn will celebrate their sixtieth wedding anniversary Sunday. 
A family dinner will be served and there will be an open house from 
2 until 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The couple has five children, Mrs. 
Henry Gerig, Mrs. Jess Yaggy, Elmer and Noah, all of Woodburn, and 
Daniel of Lima, 0. They also have 14 grandchildren and 18 great- 
grandchildren. 
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JM. Gerig Family 


Elsie and Noah Gerig 


Mary ed IM. Gerig 


IM. Gare sath Cri 


Karen Schaffer and Emerald Gerig 
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Grandchildren of J.M. and Mary Gerig 


Noah Gerig 


Jesse and Clara Vaggy 


Left to right: Clara Yaggy Jesse Yaggy Henry Becker. Lizzie Becker, 
Noah Gerig. Elmer and Mary Gerig: Henry and Ella Gerig 
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Left to right: Lester Gerig. Merle 
Gerig. Cletus Gerig. Evelyn Klaus 


I" to right: Delores Arthur, Norm Gerig. 
Gwenny Gerig, Mack Arthur 


Left to right: Don Roth, 
Mack Arthur, 
Karen Schaffer, Evelyn 
Klaus, Delores Arthur 
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FRIENDSHIP COUNTRY SCHOOL MAY 16,1906 


Friendship School was located 
half a mile south and one mile east 
of Flanagan,lll in Sec. 23. of 
Nebraska township, Livingston 
County. The children in the photo 
above were all identified by the late 
Alma Slagel Eigsti. The Conrad boys 
were sons of John D. and Emma 
Orendorff Conrad. The Roeschleys 
were children of John and Elizabeth 
Orendorff Roeschley. Parents of the 
Slagels were Daniel W. and Mary 
Roeschley Slagel. They all attended 
the Waldo Mennonite Church. The 


Us 


Gerigs ( probably children of Joseph 
Gerig) attended Salem Defenseless 
Mennonite Church. Lavina Roeschley 
( who married Roy Slagell) was my 
mother. The Conrads and Slagels 
were her first cousins. Incidentally, 
Roy’s father Nicholas Slagel was a 
brother of Daniel W. Slagel even 
though they ( and their descendants) 
used different spellings. 


Shown in photo back row left to 
right: Bill Spaniol, Ralph Spaniol, 
Amos Slagel, Cyril O’Connell, Dave 


Conrad,Chauncey Conrad, Noah 
Roeschley, Lavina Roeschley, Clara 
Gerig, Amelia Roeschley, Ella Gerig, 
Alma Slagel,Lizzie Hinkle and Frank 
Bamber,teacher. 


Front row left to right, Noah Gerig 
Earl O’’Connell, Freida Balster, Dena 
Johnson, Tena Weichman,Esther 
Roeschley, Willis Slagel, Emma Sla- 
gel, Elmer Gerig, Leo Roesch- 
ley,Freddie Spaniol and Frank John- 
son. The teacher, Frank Bamber ,was 
at one time the editor of The Home 


Woodburn inc, hov 3, 1948. 


Donald Roth, 

Sri Ge yar 
Dear Donald: Oh how fast the the time is sliping by, I 
dic not think it was so long since I last wrote you; 
will you pardon me for its: WIIL YOU. 


(TO THE MGERCY-SEAT IN FRAYER) 


When thou wakest in the morning, 
Ere thou tread the untried way 
Of the lot that lies before thee 
Through the coming busy day; 
Whether sunbeams promise brightness, 
. Whether dim forebodings fall, 
Be thy dawning glad or gloomy, 
Go to jgesus-tell Him all: 


In the calm of sweet communion 
Let thy daily work be done; 

In the peace of soul-outpouring 
Care be banished, patience won; 
And if earth, with its enchantments, 

| seeks athy.spirit to enthrars, 
Gre thou listen, ere thou answer- 
Turn te Jesus-tell Him all} 


Then as hour by hour glides by thee, 
Thou wilt blessed guidance know; 

Thine own burdens being lightened, 
Thou canst near another's woe; 

Thou canst help the weak. once onwored, 
Thou canst raise up those who fall; 

But remember, while thou servest, 
Still tell Jesus-tell Him all 


And if weariness creep o'er thee 
As the day wears to its close, 
Or if sudden, fierce temptation 
Bring the face to face with foes- 
In thy weakness, in thy peril, 
Raise to Heaven a trustfull calls: 
Strengh and.calm for every crisis 
Come-in telling Jesus all3 


If aught thou deemest too small to bring 
To the mercy-seat in prayer, 
Then #sure-'tis fOr too small ta thang 
To give thee a single care; 
Throughout the day, with prayer and praise, 
In all things whether great or small, 
Make known thu heart; lay bare its thoughts; 
Go to Jesus-tell Him all! 


-Golde Grain. 


This is not my own make up; but it is blessed to 


m soul, 
(hs ‘i 


Woodburn Indiana, Aug L7.1944, 


( Names of J, . Gerig & Family). 


Joseph iM. Gerig,. 


Mary Zimmerman Gerig, 


Henry Gerig. 
Slla Leah Gerig. 
Alvin Henry Gerig Krs Velma Loretta Mooney Gerig. 
Lester J@seph Gerig, Mrs Waneta Inez DeWitt Gerig 
And Son Lester eee Gerig Jr. 
Jesse Andrew Yaggy Mrs Clara Ester Gerig Yagey. 
And Loretta Yaggy, Daughter, 
HZlmer Ezra Gerig Mrs Mary Ann Steiner Gerig and 
Korman Leon Gerig, & Janice - Marciole Gerig. | 
Noah Joel Gerig Mrs Elsie Mae Ehresman Gerig & imerald 
Dale Gerigs: Merle Leon Gerig: & Eloise Joan Gerig. 
Danial Amos Gerig(urs Wanda Bernice Miller Gerig. 


Carl Bernard Klaus: Evelyn Marie Gerig,Klaus was larried 
Bebo Box 


abel =e GE Tit] Lite OF OA Ar, foe 
Delores Mary Gerigt? Cletus Levon Gerig, and 


Caroll Rernice Gerig: Karen Sue Gerig, the baby. 


Woodburn Ind, July 8, 1946. 


Donald W. Roth. 1 
Fridley Ill. 
Dear Donald Roth and the rest of the Family. 

As it is some time since I wrote last, I atmit it is | 
long then I expected it to be, you forgive me will you, as 
I seen you all at Eszra Funeral, is one reason also. 

Well dear Donald how are you comeing along in serving 
the Lord “esus, Jesus blessed Jesus I do love him with all | 
of my soul it is over 59 years that I excepted this Blessed 
Jesus, on July 4th it was 59 years that I was Baptised with 
a big group of others properly some 40 I can not tell the | 
excet number any more, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


How is it that a book can change, My works of sin to 
deeds of right? How is it that a book can turn, My hours of 
darkness into light? This is the Bible, book divine, 

With message not from mortal man; But all its loveiness and 
claims, Came from the Father's guiding hand . For when we . 
search its sacred page, No more our eyes are blind or dim; 
We see the living Son of God, And give ourselves alone to him. 


7 
{ 
] 


rememb Donald as I get along this time of the year, I well | 
ember years ago where you was here on the Confrence 
how I had you on my arms and carried you around, and now you 4 


are almost a big boy, how the time goes so quickly and as 
the time gos on we are geting older, I am passed the 77 mile- 
Een a She atl to be here long any more, I am now the 

ird oldest o e men in our church, it is only by the grace 
of God that I am here yet. f fas ae 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Well I want to let you know that we made some changes } 
in our Kitchen, so that Aunt Mary do not have to make steps 

to do her work, our Refrigerator used to stand in the sought 
East corner of the Kitchen and the work cabniet beside it 1 


the cupboards with the dishes and flour and sugar, in fect 
all the things was on the north end of the kitchen , the water 
in the south west corner, then north the gas stove, then the 
cupboards on the north end. 


So we tore the we8t copboard out below, and put the 
Refrigerator on the norh enu of the kitchen on the west side I 
of the door, put the cabniet in the west corne beside the 
refrigerator right north of the gas stove, and made a wall 
cupboard above the working cabniet, now all the steps need 
to be made is only very short about 10 food space, then the } 
table where it use to be, it is so much nicer now, 1 thaoght | 
your Ma may be interest to know. | 

! 


The boys are done crowsing corn, wheat is abou, 
read to cut, some is on shocks now, but to combind it, it 
be riber so it may take a few days. 


134 ] 


On 4th of July we had our Sunday School picknic 
at the high School it was just a wanderfull nice day, 
not so hot that day, but since then we had very hot it 
was 92 yesterday without much air it was hot, 


As I hear talk about the Gerig reunion is any 
thing to it, Galord is working on it he said he write 
to you grandpa he is chairman of it as I understand, it 
be nice if we could have a reunion of the Gerig Family 
On one side it is smaller as two are gone since we lass 
had it, .and on the other hand there are 5 of the 
family increse, with 3 Great Vrandchildren in our famil¥. 


I spose you are all done plowing Corn, by this time 
is your Oats about ready to cut, Oats is quite green here, 
we are usely a little later,farther North East then you. 


Lester Gerig Ella Boy is moved one weak ago they 
live near to the Church just north of it, and just west 
of Rockey he works in Wayne. 


Narman is hauling Milk to Wayne he live in Woodburn 
he was married January 6 his wife is still working on the 
Same place as she did, they are both makeing money, she gos 
back and forth kile many of the other folks. 


There are many folks around Woodburn working in 
Fort Wayne drive back and forth every day, lmler and Mary 
Adreon are working right along, and a number of Girls 
from our Church, life is a strugel in this world. 


One of these day it will all be over with, Jesus 
is comeing again O what glory that will be for all those 
that are ready to meet him. 

Well I come to close for this time hope you are 
all well and happy, and waiting for the comeing of the 


Lord, what a time it will be if shall meet him never to 
part again that will be glory to the once that are ready. 


As ever from you great Uncle. 


J. Me. Gerig. 


{ yt A ened 
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Joseph M. Gerig, son of Joseph and 
Fannie Roth Gerig, was born June 30, 
1869, in Livingston county, about seven 
miles southeast of Flanagan, Illinois, and 
died Mey 10, 1954, at his home in Wood- 
burn, Indiana, having reached the age 
of 84 years, 10 months, and 10 days. 

Cn April 19, 1892, he was united in 
merriage to Mary Zimmerman. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerig were privileged to share sixty- 
two years of married life together. This 
union was blessed with five children: 
two daughters, Mrs. Ella Gerig and Mrs. 
Jesse Yaggy, Woodburn; three sons. Elm- 
er and Noah, Woodburn, Indiana, and 
Daniel, Lima, Ohio. He was a kind father 
and husband, having at heart the welfare 
of his family. 

In 1917, he with his family moved from 
near Flanagan, Illinois. to a farm near 
Edgerton, Indiana, remaining there for 
six and one half years. In 1923 he and 
his wife moved to Woodburn where they 
resided until his death. 

In his late teens he confessed Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour and united with 
the Salem Evangelical Mennonite church 
near Gridley, Illinois, and later transfer- 
red his membership to the Woodburn 
Evangelical Mennonite church. He was a 
faithful member of his church and very 
much interested in the various branches 
of missionary work in the Conference, 
ever endeavoring to extend the Kingdom 
of Christ. For several years he was one 
of the deacons of the Salem church near 
Flanagan, Illinois, and also served as 
director of the Salem Children’s Home. 

Those who survive his passing are his 
devoted widow; two daughters; three 
sons; fourteen grandchildren; twenty- 
four great-grandchildren; four brothers 
and four sisters: Jacob, Mary, and Mrs. 
Lizzie Becker, Woodburn, Indiana; Mrs. 
Lena Zimmerman, Emma, Peter, and 
Chris of .Flanagan, Illinois; Benjamin of 


Pontiac. Illinois, besides many other rela- 
tives and friends. Those who preceded 
him in death were his father, mother, 
three sisters, Anna, Lydia, and Mrs. 
Ketie Becker, one brother, John, and one 
great-grandchild. 

Funeral services were conducted May 
12. at the Woodburn Evangelical Men- 
nonite church, with Rev. Charles Rupp, 
the pastor, officiating. Burial was in the 
local church cemetery a few miles north- 
west of Woodburn. 


UL weit, 


Mary Gerig 


Mary [Zimmerman] Gerig was born 
January 16, 1871, in Livingston Coun- 
ty, Illinois, and died June 21, 1956, at 
her home in Woodburn, Indiana, at the 
age of 85 years. 

On April 19, 1892, she was united in 
marriage to Joseph M. Gerig and en- 
joyed 62 years of married life until her 
husband’s death on May 10, 1954. To 
this union were born five children: two 
daughters, Ella [Mrs. Henry Gerig] and 
Clara [Mrs. Jess Yaggy], both of Wood- 
burn; three sons, Elmer and Noah of 
Woodburn, and Daniel of Lima, Ohio. 

In 1917, she moved with her husband 
to a farm near Edgerton, Indiana, and 
from there to Woodburn in 1923. 

As a young girl she confessed Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and united with the 
Salem Evangelical Mennonite Church, 
Gridley, Illinois, and transferred her 
membership to Woodburn Evangelical 
Mennonite Church. . 

Surviving her, in addition to her five 
children, are fourteen grandchildren 
and thirty great-grandchildren, one 
great-grandchild now being deceased. 


Mrs. Gerig was the last surviving mem-: 


ber of the John Zimmerman family. ~ 
During her life she took an active 


interest in the physical and spiritual 
welfare of her family and of the church, 
especially with its young people. 


“Mother’s gone, I'll ne’er forget her, 
_ Should my years still come and go, 
In her God my faith is steadfast, 
From my youth she taught me so. 
Such teachings are eternal 
And you cannot find another 
Who can teach them as impressive 
As they are when taught by Mother.” 


Funeral services were conducted Sat- 
urday, 1:30 p.m., at the residence and 
2:00 p.m. at the church by Rev. E. M. 
Rocke, former pastor, and Rev. Howard 
Landes, present pastor of the church. 
Text, Ps. 116:15. Burial was in the 
church cemetery. 
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Mennonites 
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Conference of Evangelical Mennonites. 
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Editorial... 
WHY HAVE A CHURCH PAPER 


Have you ever asked yourself 
the question, “Why have a church 
paper?” If so, what was your 
answer? If not, may we raise the 
question for you? 

After pouring over this question 
ourselves, we have concluded that 
the existence of the church paper 
is justified on two major premises. 
First, its inspirational impact, and 
second, its promotional facility. 
Let us consider these two areas 
rather briefly. 

Inspirational Impact 

“The kivangelical Mennonite” 
and every other church paper of 
which we are familiar carries ar- 
ticles of an inspirational challenge 
and encouragement. We have been 
fortunate to have faithful cooper- 
ation over the years of some of our 
own men (and ladies) making con- 
tributions in this area. Rev. Milo 
Nussbaum has for. six years 
regularly written a page. He feels 


137 that for now at least he has made 


quished this responsibility in hopes 
that another would rise “‘to fill the 
gap.” We are anxious to learn of 
the one (s) whom God is leading 
to help in this ministry. 

If the inspirational impact was 
our only ground for existence, we 
should bow out gracefully and en- 
courage our constituency to read 
such excellent magazines as 
“Christian Life,” “Moody 
Monthly,” “Youth For Chirst 
Magazine” and others which are 
by virtue of size, resources, facil- 
ity etc. able to do a much better 
job than we. 

Promotional Avenue 
The responsibility for publish- 


ing “The Evangelical Mennonit 
is delegated to the Commission 
Promotion. This in itself seems - 
indicate that the enterprise is co: 
sidered as a promotional endeavo 
The paper is publicized as ‘“T]} 
offical organ of the Conferen 
of Evangelical Mennonites.” 

Logically then it ought to } 
the voice of the conference. 
should be used as a medium ° 
carry the aims, ambitions, view 
aspirations and program of tl 
various arms of our conferen 
work. We are thinking this is a 
area of weakness in “The Eva: 
gelical Mennonite.” 

{Continued on Page 19] 


ANOTHER THOUGHTFUL BEQUEST 


The Evangelical Mennonite 
Church became the beneficiary of 
the tithe of the J. M. Gerig estate. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Gerig, life-time 
members of the Woodburn, 
Indiana church had written in his 
will “I give and bequeath a sum 
equal to ten per cent (10%) of 
my net estate to the Evangelical 
Mennonite Church, an_ Illinois 
corporation. It is my suggestion 
that one-half of said bequest be 
used for mission work of the Evan- 
gelical Mennonite Church; and 
that the other one-half be used 
for the use and benefit of the 
Salem Children’s Home of Flana- 
gan, Illinois, wnich Home is oper- 
ated by the said Evangelical Men- 
nonite Church”’. 

The Gerigs and their children 


church and her outreach. TI 
spirit of this support was pr 


jected until death and _ visib! 
memorialized in remembering tl 
work of the Lord from the pr 
ceeds of the estate. The family 
most fortunate to have paren 
and grandparents of such fait] 
fulness. 

‘For the past several years an 
before the conference has had tl 
privilege of serving as the di 
bursing agent of such bequest 
This is a grave responsibility e 
trusted to us and a wonderf 
gesture of faithful, loyal co 
leagues. The spirit of such ga 
erosity is a challenge to this ge) 
eration. Only God can justly ar 
properly reward the Gerigs ar 
others who have been so loyal ar 


WOODBURN COUPLE NOTES 72ND WEDDING ANN 


By Thurman Johnson 

A little over seventy-two 
years ago, the 21-year-old 
choir director of the Wood- 
burn Evangelical Mennon- 
ite Church, Jess Yaggy, had 
a new member join the 
group. She had just moved 
into the neighborhood and 
immediately Yaggy noticed 
something special about 
her. In fact it was so 
special that they were 
married just six months 
later and they will celebrate 
their 72nd wedding anni- 
versary today, January 30. 

This marriage endured 
the rigors of early farm life 
when the day started at 
4:30 a.m. with the milking 
of the cows, feeding other 
livestock and then going to 
the fields to do the plow- 
ing, tilling, cultivating and 
harvesting with horse- 
drawn implements usually 
from sun-up to sun-down. 
Clara worked right along 
beside Jess, husking corn 
by hand and all the other 
aspects of farming. It 
wasn’t until the later years 
that help was hired to do 
the farming. 

The Yaggys, Jess, now 
93, and Clara, 92, still live 
on their 158-acre farm just 
east of Woodbum on the 
Woodbum Road. Jess was 
born on June 29, 1897 and 
Clara’s birthday is August 
8, 1898. She suffered a 
stroke two years ago and 
now requires a nurse during 
the daytime although she is 
able to sit in a chair. Jess is 
able to maneuver about 
with the use of a cane and 
his mental facilities are 
very bright. 

Jess attended Fort Wayne 
Bible College one year as a 
young man where he stud- 
ied music and was choir 


director .of the church for 
many years. In 1936, he 
also attended the Rhode- 
heaver School and was the 
director of the senior 
citizens choir at the Miracle 
Senior Citizen Camp in 
Michigan for 16 years, the 
last time in 1985. Along 
with this, he sang in a 


‘mixed quartet in the 


Woodbum area for many 
years. 

The Yaggys were married 
in her home which was 
south of Woodburn. Her 
family had moved here 
from Illinois and the couple 
went together for six 
months before the Rev. J. 
K. Gerig pronounced them 
man and wife. 

"We didn’t have much of 
a courtship. We got right 
down to business,” Jess 
laughingly said about his 
rather short courting period 
but it has endured the test 
of 72 years. They have one 
daughter, Loretta Fiedler, 
who is manager of the BFG 
Employees Federal Credit 
Union in Woodburn. They 
also have four grandchil- 
dren and five great-grand- 
children. — 

World War One started 
to interrupt Jess’ life on the 
farm as he had been de- 
ferred because of farming 
but his draft number was 
called and he was getting 
ready to go to camp when 
the Armistice was signed 
and the war was over 
negating any time in the 
military. 

Bom on the farm, Jess 
has lived his entire life in 
the rural persuasion moving 
to his present home from 
his father’s farm north of 
Woodbum on State Road 
101 in 1953. At one time, 
he took on _ additional 


duties, working for the 
government, measuring 
fields of grain from 1953 to 
1966. He was also assistant 
assessor for 16 years in 
Maumee Township and 
served four years in Cedar 
Creek Township in_ the 
1960s. He remembers the 
changeover from driving 
the horse and buggy when 
his father bought their first 
automobile in 1916. 


He reminisces freely 
about hauling stone for 
State Road ivi and the 


streets of Woodburn with 
team and horses. This was 
back when labor such as 
this was usually contracted 
from nearby farms in the 
slack time of the season on 
the farm. 

The Yaggys have been 
members of the Woodburn 
Evangelical Mennonite 
Church all their married 
life with Jess being con- 
verted at the age of 11 
when as he says, "I gave 
myself to the Lord." 

No celebration is planned 


for this anniversary due to 


the health conditions of 
Clara who’s three nurses 
include Joanne Miller, 
Grabill; Theresa Hosler, 
Fort Wayne and Treeca 
Ziegler, New Haven. 

Not only was Jess adept 
at farming, he was able to 
throw in a little prose over 
the years and following is a 
poem he composed for 
their 60th anniversary 
which relates much of the 
lifestyle they’ve lived 
during their married life. 


January 30, 1918, we had 
Our marriage, 

The air was cold, the snow 
was deep. 

We traveled by horse 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Mennonite Cemetery. Calling is 2 


Clara and Jess Yaggy rj wher 
The Yaggys 

Jess and Clara Yaggy of Wood 
burn will celebrate their 7Oth)) 
wedding anniversary with an open) “2 
house from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday af “«!! 
the Woodburn Fire Station, Wood, !! 
burn, and a dinner with theif) rd 
family. They were married Jan. 30) | bo 
1918, at the Woodburn farm hous#f 1 
where Clara’s family lived. The at! 
have a daughter, Loretta Fiedler off Mou 
Woodburn, four grandchildren) : ia 
and five great-grandchildren. Jegif 1, 
Yaggy retired from farming; he als div 
worked 13 years for the ASC tum 
office and 16 years as a deputy) frien 
assessor. The Yaggys still live off jf 


their farm. . i 
essassoescanen ie aBson Of | Wod 
Jesse agg _| | offi 
Bonn | 
June 29, 1896 | 
Died 
Gune 3, 1990 


Funenal Senvice 
1:00 P.M. June 6, 1990 at 
Woodbunn Mennonite Chunch 


Clenagyman Officiating 
Rev. When ie ave 


Final Reating Place | 
Woodburn Mennonite Cemetery | 
Woodburn, Indiana | 


Funeral Conducted By wwe: 
fockemeyen Funenal Home ; 
Hanlan, Indiana 


Clara E. Yaggy, 93, Wood 
burn, died yesterday in Brighton | 
Hall Nursing Center. {3-27— Ow 

The Chenoa, Ill., native was the 
widow of Jésse, who died in June. Wes 

Surviving are a daughter, | 
Loretta Fiedler of Woodburn; a,,, 
brother, Noah Gerig of Woodburn; fj, 
four grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Services are 2 p.m. Sunday in 
Woodburn Evangelical Mennonite 
Church, with burial in Woodburn 


to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow in 
Hockemeyer Funeral Home, Har- 
lan, and 1 to 2 p.m. Sunday in 
the church. 

Preferred memorials are gifts to 
the church, Woodburn Emergency 
Medical Service. or Gideons Inter- J 
national. 7 | | 


Henry Gerig 

Henry Gerig of Woodburn, Indiana 
was born in Grabill, Indiana July 23, 
1889 and passed away on October 8, 
1964 at the age of 75 years, two 
months, 15 days. After spending his 
childhood at Grabill he moved to 
Woodburn where he spent his active 
days on the farm until he retired and 
moved to town in 1947. 

He accepted Christ as his Saviour 
in the early years of h‘s life and join- 
ed the Evangelical Mennonite Church 
where he was faithful in serving his 
Lord. 

March 13, 1913 he was united in 
marriage to Carrie Rupp to which 
union was born a son, Alvin and two 
daughters who died in infancy. Carre 
Gerig died in 1918. 

June 1, 1919 Henry Gerig was mar- 
ried to Ella Gerig. To this union was 
born Lester and Annabelle. 

Left to mourn his sudden departure 
are his wife, Ella, two sons, Alvin of 
Monroeville and Lester of Woodburn, 
a daughter Annabelle Bollier of Har- 
lan, 12 grandchildren, 1 great grand- 
daughter, 1 brother, Aaron of Wood- 
burn besides a host of relatives and 
friends. 

Funeral services were conducted 
Sunday afternoon October 11 in the 
Wodburn EMC with Rev. Clair Bixler 
officiating. Burial in church cemetery. 


In Memory Of 


Noah J. Gerig 
Born 
December 15, 1899 


Died 
| May 8, 1991 


Age: 91 years, 4 months, 23 days 


| Funeral Services 


Sunday, May 12, 1991 
2:00 P.M. 
Westwood Fellowship Church 


Woodburn, Indiana 
Officiating 


| Reverend Allen Schlatter 


| Final Resting Place 
I Woodburn Mennonite Cemetery 
Woodburn, Indiana 
Arrangements By 


E. Harper & Son Funcral Home 
New Haven, Indiana 


In Memory of 


DANIEL A. GERIG 


Date of Birth 


FEBRUARY 19, 1902 


Date of Death 


OCTOBER 25, 1981 


Age 


79 YEARS, 8 MONTHS, 6 DAYS 


Place of Service 


CHILES & SONS-LAMAN 


Time and Date of Service 
1:00 P.M., WED., OCTOBER 28, 1981 


Clergyman Officiating 
REV HAROLD GERIG 
REV. WILLIAM ZELLER 


Final Resting Place 


3:15 P.M., WED., OCTOBER 28, 1981 
EVANGELICAL MENNONITE 


CEMETERY 


WOODBURN, INDIANA 


In Charge of Arrangements 
T. R. Chiles & Sons-Laman 


Elsie Mae Ehresman Gerig 

Elsie Mae Ehresman Gerig, daughter 
of Samuel Ehresman and Fannie Oyer, 
was born in Livingston County, Illinois, 
on September 5, 1899, and went to be 
with her Lord on October 4, 1960, at 
11:10 A.M. at the Parkview Memorial 
Hospital, Fort Wayne, Indiana, at the 
age of 61 years and 29 days. She had 
been in failing health for the past 8 
months, having spent 14 weeks of that 
time in the hospital, but always main- 
tained a steadfast faith and hope of 
regaining her health and returning home 
to her family whom she dearly loved. 
She moved with her family to the Wood- 
burn community at the age of 18. Her 
marriage to Noah Gerig on December 
28, 1922, was blessed in its union by 
two sons and a daughter, Emerald and 
Merle of Woodburn, and Mrs. Eloise 
Thorne of South Bend, Indiana. Her 
7 grandchildren were one of her great- 
est treasures. Having been born and 
reared in a Christian home, she accepted 
Christ as her Saviour at an early age 
and was a faithful member of the Evan- 
gelical Mennonite Church until her 
death. Her life was one of unselfish de- 
votion and service for her family and 
church. For the past 15 years she taught 


the Nursery Class in the Sunday School, ' 


during which time she endeared those 
little ones to her heart with her kind 
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and considerate teaching, leading those 
young lives in the way of the Lord. Dur- 
ing her long illness, the one thing that 
touched her most deeply was the cards 
and flowers sent to her by the little ones 
in her class. 

Mother will be missed, her life has 
been taken, but our loss is her gain. 
She has received her reward. She is 
now free from suffering and pain, and is 
resting in peace with her Lord and Sav- 
iour. 

Her mother preceded her in death in 
March, 1952. In addition to the imme- 
diate family, surviving are her father, 
Samuel Ehresman of Woodburn; two 
brothers, Asa and Shelby of Woodburn; 
three sisters, Mrs. Alice Wearley, Mrs. 
Ida Gerig, Miss Leona Ehresman, all of 
Woodburn; several nieces and nephews 
and a host of neighbors and friends. 


God hath not promised skies always blue, 
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives 
thro’; 
God hath not promised sun without rain, 
Joy without sorrow, peace without 
pain. 


But God hath promised strength for the 
day, 
Rest for the labor, light for the way, 
Grace for the trials, help from above, 
Unfailing kindness, undying love. 
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THE FAMILY OF JACOB B. AND MINNIE (REDIGER) GERIG 


JACOB B. GERIG 
Uae ae 0G 
Minnie Rediger 


i his Gaylord Edwin Gerig 
m: Nov 24, 1938 
Ola Mae Raber 


pe Alvin Everett Gerig 
ms, Feb 1 1942 
Mildred June Dancer 


GAYLORD EDWIN GERIG 
is ANKepy? eco, abisyeys: 
Ola Mae Raber 


A. Clifford Eugene Gerig 
Mt eee al 960 
Dorothy Jeanette Pankratrz 


1. Esther Louise Gerig 
m: ‘Apr 10, #998 


Thomas Alan Dangerfield 


a. Mary Katherine Dangerfield 


b. Jacob Montana Dangerfield 


B. Kenneth Lee Gerig 
inks Deel Bh, Alsat 
Alta Rose Wolfer 


1. Arlan Kent Gerig 
Pig e Cu Oyo 95 


Elizabeth Anne Cipollone 


Pf Galen Lewis Gerig 
Nees Ol. Ler e994 
Tamara Patricia Walter 
a. Ryan Lewis Gerig 
ae Lynette Rose Gerig 
Tie UIC 25, Welt.) ) 
Kenneth Clare Lovelace 
ce Theodore Lewis Gérig 
1% Gaylord Leon Gerig 
mim Dec. 191974 
Patricia Rae Fletcher 
1. Tiffany Rae Gerig 


2. Drew Leon Gerig 


3. Adam Leon Gerig 
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ALVIN EVERETT GERIG 


m: Feb 1, 1942 


Mildred June Dancer 


A. 


Rita Nanette Gerig 


m: Aug 4, 1974 


James Allen Raichart 


Is 


Gary James Raichart 


Larry Dean Gerig 


ne Rebeka, Ala 


Patsy S. Revert 


be 
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Michelle Lynn Gerig 


Brian Dean Gerig 
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Minnie Gerig 


The J.B. Gerig Family with Chris Gu 
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THE J.B. GERIG FAMILY 
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THE J.B. GERIG FAMILY 
Left to right: Jacob. Gaylord. Alvin. Minnie 


THE J.B. GERIG FAMILY. 
Back: (eft to right) Gaylord. Ola. Mildred, Alvin 
Front: Minnie. Jacob 
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Minnie and Jacob Gerig 
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5Oth Anniversary 
1956 
Minnie and Jacob Gerig 
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Fiftieth Wedding - 
Anniversary 


On Sunday, July 1, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. B. Gerig celebrated their 
fiftieth wedding anniversary with 
a family dinner at their home, 
and an open house from 2-4 p.m. 
‘at’ the ‘Evangelical Mennonite , 
‘Church. | 
' Mr. and Mrs. Gerig were mar-| 
‘ried on July 1, 1906 by the Rev. 
‘C. R. Egly, at the Evangelical 
Mennonite Church near Gridley, 
Illinois. The couple has two sons, 
,Rev. Gaylord Gerig, of Pioneer, 
Ohio and Alvin E. Gerig of Wood- 
burn. They also have six grand- 
children, Clifford, Kenneth, 
Lewis and Leon of Pioneer, and 
‘Rita and Larry Gerig of Wood- 
burn. : 

Mrs. Gerig wore a navy blue 
suit-dress with navy blue and 
‘white accessories, Her corsage 
‘was of white carnations. 
| The serving table was centered 
with a large two-tiered wedding 
cake and the color scheme of gold 

Bee crystal was carried out. 
{Bowls of deep pink roses com- 
pleted the decorations. Refresh- 
ments were served by Miss Rita 
Gerig and Miss Diane Oyer, also 
Mrs. Gaylord Gerig, Mrs. Noah 
|Gerig and Larry and Lewis 
|Gerig. 
| Besides the many friends and 
relatives present from the church 
and community, the out-of-town 
guests were: Rev. and Mrs. Gay- 
lord Gerig and sons, Pioneer, 
Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
iGerig, West Unity, Ohio; Mr. 
|Daniel Gerig, Lima, Ohio; Mr. 
and Mrs. Marion Rediger and 
family, Spencerville, Indiana; 
Air. and Mrs. Arlow Batdorf, Au- 
‘burn, Indiana; Robert Daugherty, 
Chicago, Illinois; Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Ezra Studky, Gridley, Illinois; 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Rediger 
and family, Morton Illinois; Mr. 
and Mrs. 
Illinois; Mrs. Idella Zimmerman, 
, Flanagan, Illinois; Mr. and Mrs. 
H. C. Steininger, Monticello, 
Indiana; Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Bark- 
ley and Helen, Decatur, Indiana, 
Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Collier; Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles T. Irvin and 
family; Mrs. B. E. Rediger all of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


Ben Gerig, Pontiac, ; 


Jacob B. Gerig 

Jacob B. Gerig, the son of Joseph and 
Fanny [Roth] Gerig was born on De- 
cember 22, 1872, near Gridley, Illinois, 
and passed away at Pioneer, Ohio, on 
May 26, 1960, at the age of 87 years, 
5 months, and 4 days. He was united in 
marriage to Minnie Rediger on July 1, 
1906, at the Salem Mennonite Church 
near Gridley, Illinois. To this union 
two sons were born. Mr. Gerig was a 
farmer for all of his active working life. 
He lived and farmed in Livingston Coun- 
ty, Illinois, until 1937 when he moved 
to a farm near Woodburn, Indiana, with 
his wife and family. In later years he 
lived with his wife in Woodburn until 
the fall of 1959 when they made their 


~~ 


home with their son and his family near 
Pioneer, Ohio. 

He leaves his widow, Minnie; a son, 
Gaylord and wife Ola of Pioneer, Ohio; 
a son, Alvin E. and wife Mildred of 
Woodburn, Ind.; six grandchildren: Clif- 
ford of Albany, Oregon; Kenneth of 
Taylor University; Lewis and Leon of 
Pioneer, Ohio, and Rita and Larry of 
Woodburn. Three brothers: Peter and 
Chris of Flanagan, Illinois, and Ben of 
Pontiac, Illinois. Two sisters: Mary Ger- 
ig and Lizzie Becker of Woodburn. Be- 
side these he leaves a large number of 
relatives and friends. His parents, two 
brothers and four sisters preceded him 
in death. 


Death: Mrs. Minnie Gerig, 87, dieq 
on January 6 at the Wood County 
Hospital, Bowling Green, Ohio. Fun. 
eral services were held at the church 
January 9 with Rev. John Lehman 

ficiating. Rev. and Mrs. Hazelett 
from the Christian Missionary 4A). 
liance Church furnished the music. 
Surviving are two sons, Gaylord of 
Perrysburg, Ohio and Alvin E. Gerig 
of Woodburn; two brothers, Rev. Clar- 
ence Rediger of Carthage, Illinois and 
Joseph Rediger of Castro Valley, Cal- 
ifornia. Burial was in the Mennonite 
cemetery. 

Mabel Ehresman, 
Correspondent 
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Jacob $. Gerig 


Jacob B. Gerig, a son of 
Joseph and Fanny Roth Gerig 
was born December 22, 1872 
near Gridley, Illinois, and pass- 
ed away at the home of his son 
and family at Pioneer, Ohio on 
May 26, 1960 at the age of 87 
years, 5 months, and 4 days. Mr. 
Gerig was united in marriage to 
Minnie Rediger at the Salem 
Mennonite Church near Grid- 
ley, Illinois on July 1, 1906. 


Two sons were born to this 
union. Mr. Gerig was a farmer 
in Pike Township, Illinois un- 
til 1937. When he moved with 
his wife and family to a farm 
near Woodburn, Indiana. He 
later moved to Woodburn and 
lived there until the fall of 1959, 
when they went to live with 
their son, Gaylord at Pioneer, 
Ohio where they remained until 
his death. 

His survivors are his widow, 
a son Gaylord of Pioneer, Ohio 
and Alvin E. Gerig of Woodburn, 
Indiana, six grandchildren, three 
brothers, Peter and Chris of 
Flanagan, Ben of Pontiac, two 
sisters, Mary of Woodburn, and 
Mrs. Lizzie Becker also of Wood- 
burn. His parents, two brothers 
and four sisters preceded him in 
death. Funeral services were held | 
Saturday May 28 at Woodburn, | 
Indiana Mennonite Church and 
interment was in the Mennbnite 
cemetery at Woodburn. 
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The Christ of Christmas — 


Nearly two thousand years ago, in 
‘the fulness of time, a baby was born 
in the manger of the animal shed 
behind an inn in Bethlehem. This 
‘baby whose birth was announced to 
watchful shepherds on duty on the 
nearby hills by angels was generally 
unaccepted and unwanted. The great- 
est gift given to mankind was not 
accepted because of the general at- 
titude of indifference toward God. 
The fact is interesting to note that 
Jesus was accepted as the Christ by a 
very small number of the people who 
‘were looking for Him, and who were 
seemingly living close enough to God 
so they could hear the still, small 
voice even though the hustle, hum, 
and noise of the world was about 
them. 

The magi came-from a distant land 
from the east, possibly a land to 
which Jews had been taken as cap- 
tives during one of the periods of 
God’s_ corrective judgment upon 
them. These men very probably be- 
came interested in the religion of 
the Hebrews and became intrigued 
over the promise of the coming Mes- 
siah from God. They were diligent 
enough, and learned enough in the 
Scriptures that they were able to 
ascertain God’s signals of the birth 
of His only begotten Son, the Mes- 
siah sent from God. These men from 
the east surpassed the priests of 
Judea in their interpretation of and 
‘belief in the Scriptures, for we read 
in Matthew 2 of the journey which 
was made in search of the new-born 
King of the Jews. The interpreters 
of the law in Jerusalem could not 
see the fulfilment of prophecy in the 
birth of this Babe, but these men 
from afar were not looking with prej- 
udiced eyes and were, therefore, 
able to see this Child as the gift of 
God to mankind. We see the proof 
of their sincerity in Matthew 3:11: 
“And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with 
‘Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had 


opened their treasures, they present-- 


ed unto him gifts: gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.” There may be many 
reasons for the gifts which were 
given to the Child. The important 
thought, however, appears to be that 


Tionis ivian: 


Gaylord Gerig 


the child Jesus was accepted by these 
Gentiles as the royal individual that 
He was. The Christ-child was given 
a royal welcome by the visitors. He 
was worshipped; He was shown 
worthship. To these Gentiles, He 
was due great honor; they acknowl- 
edged Him as their spiritual superior. 
They also gave Him gifts which had 
both practical as well as symbolical 
value. They gave Him gold as their 
material leader; incense as _ their 
spiritual leader, and myrrh as a pos- 
sible symbol of the suffering which 
Christ should endure. The practical 
side can be seen as we read on in 
the second chapter of Matthew con- 
cerning the flight to, and the sojourn 
in Egypt. God very possibly used 
these men who brought gold, which 
was plentiful in their home land, to 
finance the trip to Egypt. 


In Luke two we read of some other 
individuals who were also able to 
see God’s hand and plan with and 
through this Child. Simeon, a true 
servant of God, was awaiting the ful- 
filment of a promise of God which 
was that he, Simeon, should see the 
Messiah of God before natural death 
would take him. He was able to 
see the divinity of Christ. A clue to 
the realization of the Christ-child as 
the sent one from God can be seen in 
something which is told of Anna, a 
prophetess, who also recognized the 
Messiahship of the Christ-child. In 
Luke 2:37 we read: “And she was 
a widow of about fourscore and four 
years, which departed not from the 
temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayer night and day.” Her 
thoughts and motivations were ever 
God-centered. The Word says she 
served God day and night. She was 
always in an attitude of God first; 
she was an untiring servant of God. 
When we think of the model prayer 
which Christ gave His disciples dur- 
ing His ministry and compare it with 
Anna’s practice we see she was true 
to God’s approved plan for prayer. 
Because of her faithfulness she was 
honored of God. She sought first the 
kingdom of God, and truly all things 
were added unto her. What greater 
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honor could have come to a servar 
of God than came to Anna and Sir 
eon? They were allowed to hol 
and love the Christ-child as well] 
to proclaim His deity to those abow 
them. 
As the people of Judea heard of th 
Child, they were but little intereste 


the rulers were determined to dé ti 
stroy Him; only a very few were abkj 
to recognize Christ’s true identitg) 
The priests of Judea had all thi} 


prophecy of the prophets of God con) 
cerning Christ’s coming, yet thé 
were not able to read in this va 


amount of material the truths which} 


the men from the east garnered frog 


a possibly limited source of materiag} 
The same God was prayed to ant) 


worshipped, but Anna and Simeon 


were able to receive a message from] 
God which was missed by the leaq] 
ers of the temple, the authorities of 


the law, and the rank and file of t 
Hebrew people. The proximity 


God, plus waiting while God spoke| 
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is, I believe, the secret of Anna 
Simeon’s satisfied knowledge of 
person of the Messiah of God. 

In which category must we place} 
ourselves when we honestly anf 
prayerfully search our lives and a 


tudes? We in the twentieth century| 


are not as far advanced beyond 
individuals of the time of Christ | 
we may often wish to think. Th 


is little change through the centuries! 


in human personality. We are 
more responsible than these earl 


peoples, because we are on this side | 


of Calvary, but do we carry our 
sponsibility as we ought? 


As we look about us we see the] 


great fanfare with which Christm 


is introduced, but is the Christ-chil | 
honored in His rightful manner?) 
Christmas has, I fear, come to be a/ 


commercialized holiday rather th 


the holy day of commemorating thd] 
birthday of our Lord and Savior Je-| j 
Have we become so ocg) 
cupied with remembering our love) 
ones and friends at the Christmas} ™ 
season, which in itself is wholly le.|" 

s 

a 


sus Christ. 


gitimate, and forgotten the greates@) 


gift of all human history? Are w 


falling into a sin which Paul] warns |" 
of in Romans, chapter 1? Paul veut a 


(Continued on page 6) 
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The Incarnation 


The birth of. Christ is undeniably 
the greatest event that has ever been 


‘recorded on the pages of history. 


Take the account of His birth away 
from humanity and we would have 
darkness and despair indeed. It is 
the one bright ray of hope that 
shines eternally through time. It 
shines through the despair of a fran- 
tic humanity. It shines through their 
muddled and unavailing attempts at 
‘peace on earth as the beacon light of 
“true peace.” That so small a Babe, 
born in such an insignificant place 
could be of such importance can only 
be reckoned to God’s Divine plan. 

In this season we are concerned 
primarily with His birth and His 
birth in history isan undeniable fact. 
He was not born out of the scheme 
of history but He came into history 
from the outside. He was not man 
becoming God, but was God born 
man. 

The mark of His self-humiliation is 
evident. Though He was “the desire 
of all nations,” yet His coming into 
the world was little observed, His 
birth was obscure and unregarded; 
herein He emptied Himself, and 
made Himself of no reputation. If 
the Son of God must be brought into 
the world, one might expect Him to 
be received with all the pomp and 
ceremony possible. Such the Jews 
expected of their Messiah, but we see 
none of this. He came into the world 
and the world knew Him not; yea, 
He came unto His own and His own 
received Him not. In order to bring 
salvation to fallen man. He denied 


(Himself and all that was rightfully 


His, “even unto the death of the 
Cross.” 

The Saviour is no shadowy, un- 
real being. He was really born, «a 
real Babe, wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, in a definite place. He came 
for a specific purpose, not to reform 
the old but to create a completely 
new life. 


- The world over, men are celebrat- 
ing Christmas as a man made, com- 
mercialized holiday. There is much 
superficial joy and merrymaking, but 
as of old, and as always, there is 
much heartache and sadness. How 
different our Christmas would be if 
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men would lay aside their individual 
selfish motives of life, and with the 
shepherds, kneel at the crib of the 
infant Christ. 


The incarnation of Christ affected 
the whole universe. The remedy was 
not for the Jewish race only or for a 
selected few; the special favorites of 
heaven. It was, and is now, for the 
whole diseased material of human 
nature; for all the sinful, the weary, 
the suffering; for all the great army 
of the miserable and guilty in every 
land. Today with nations burning 
with hatred one toward another, race 
wars and individual prejudices we 
need a return to the simple love of 
Christ. Too often Christians are 
guilty of the sin of discrimination. 
Christ came as “glad tidings” to all 
people. The world is steeped in sin 
and misery, fear predominates, and 
greed overrules the good that men 
would do. Christ is the answer, He 
is the sufficiency for the world’s 
needs. We have had endless confer- 
ences of peace among nations but un- 
til we see peace between man and 
God, peace between individuals, un- 
til we include “the Prince of Peace” 
in our deliberations we are destined 
to failure. Man cannot bring peace. 
It is a gift of God. For He said, “My 
peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you.” — 

Not only is the incarnation of 
Christ historical and universal, it is 
also individual. The great sorrow of 
the Christmas season is that many 
people celebrate His historical birth 
but comparatively few have expe- 


' rienced His incarnation in their in- 


jividual lives. The Apostle - wrote, 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
As long as Christ’s birth be celebrated 
with great ceremony and His teach- 
ings utterly ignored we are missing 
the significance of His birth altogeth- 
er. In His own words we read, “I 
am come that ye might have life, and 
that ye might have it more abundant- 
ly. His mission was to bring light 
into darkness, hope into a despairing 
world. He was to set free the cap- 
tive, release us from the bondage of 
sin, implant in us new natures, and 
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Luke 2:1-20 


bring us into that “more abundant 
life.” This He has done unto those 
who have received Him. “To them 
gave He the power to become the 
sons of God, even unto them that be- 
lieved on His name.” The angel 
spoke, “Behold I bring you good ti- 
dings of great joy.” This joy spoken 
of comes through the removal of hu- 
man guilt. This is not to be done by 
us but for us through the death of 
Christ. Believe this and it becomes 
life eternal. Christ was born that He 
might die. This is the Gospel. Un- 
til men have peace with God all the 
joy. they experience is deceitful and 
of a short duration. The natural man 
frequently indulges in a frantic and 
almost intoxicating mirth; but if 
there be no peace between them and 
God the hidden stirrings of conscience 
produce a fearful torment. The be- 
ginning of “great joy” is to perceive 
the fatherly love of God which alone 
gives us “the peace which passeth all 
understanding.” 


As we again look backward through 
two thousand years of time to His 
birth let us, with the shepherds, the 
magi, and all who have arrived since, 
kneel at the manger, the crib of 
Christ and there allow our lives to 
become a Bethlehem. 


THE CHRIST OF CHRISTMAS 


(Continued jrom page 4) 


of mankind who thinking themselves 
to be wise become as fools because 
they depend on their own wisdom. 
Our prayer should be to see the 
Christ of Christmas as did Simeon, 
Anna, and the wise men of old. Let 
us also, as they, worship Him and give 
Him the prominent place in our lives 
which is rightfully His. Let us wor- 
ship the Christ of Christmas rather 
than to worship the day which com- 
memorates His birth, and the idea of 
giving which is seen in the great gift 
of Christ to mankind. Let us never 
be so blind as to give major impor- 
tance to secondary factors while giv- 
ing minor importance to the primary 
factors. Let us worship the Christ 
who is truly the gift and light of the 
world. 


The Psychologist In the 
Public Schools 


Gaylord E. Gerig 


We are living in a century when 
discovery and development surpass 
that of any in the history of man- 
kind. New methods and procedures 
as well as new disciplines, vocations, 
and professions have been developed. 
Education is no exception. Specialties 
within education are developing and 
gaining new acceptance, The field of 
Pupil Personnel is one such area. The 
school psychologist and the counselor 
are included in this general area. 

By definition, psychology is a 
branch of the social sciences deal- 
ing with the mental wrocesses and 
general behavior of a living organ- 
ism. For our purpose, we shall limit 
our thinking to the study of man. 
The theories of psychology are applied 
to the educational setting of the 
school. According to Webster, a 
theory is a system of principles of a 
science, and the practical applica- 
tion of it. 


Education also has its varied the- 
ories for the educating of the young. 
Many routes to the goal of achieving 
this educating process are offered. 
The process of education is to develop 
skills for inquiry, and for the ac- 
quisition of knowledge. Also, a major 
goal is for develuping skills in varied 
forms of problem solving. All these 
varied aproaches have a generally 
common goal; the prevaring of the 
student for life in his post public 
school years 


The Role of the Psychologist 


The psychologist in the _ public 
school works at the task of amalga- 
mating some of the basic theories of 
psychology with those of education. 
The role description of the psycholo- 
gist in the schools includes child study 
and counseling, consultation, evalua- 
tion, planning and research. The spec- 
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trum is broad, and not easily defined. 
The major responsibility is with 
the child. However, in fulfilling this 
task the psychologist works with the 
staff and administration of the school, 
the parents, and often other profes- 
sionals and agencies. The children 
seen are referred by one of the above 
named persons or groups. The great- 
est number of referrals come from 
the teacher and local principal. 


Referrals are made for a number 
of reasons, A major wortion of these 
reasons may be grouped into several] 
general classifications. The child’s 
behavior and or attitudes deviate 
from the average to an abnormal de- 
gree. The achievement of the child 
and the believed potentional appear 
to be abnormal in their distance. The 
child may give indications of prob- 
Jems of greater depth than can be 
dealt with by the classroom teacher 
in a group situation. 


Problems are Caused 


One of the writer’s concerns is 
that of causation. Unless the causative 
factors per se are discovered we may 
be prone to treat symptoms and not 
causes. Perception, auditory, and vis- 
ual problems are prominent examples 
of such basic causes which may not 
be readily discerned. A child with one 
of the above undetected problems 
may give the general impression of 
underachievement or even of slowness 
in academic endeavors. 


Behavioral problems as well as 
those of attitude may have their bases 
in some emotionai problem. ‘The 
major ‘portion of these problems at 
their onset are not generally deep 
seated. Adjustment in such instances 
can usually be effected in a compara- 
tively short period of time. Prominent 
among the varied factors influencing 
the time period of adjustment is the 
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age of the child and/or the length of 
time the student has lived with this 
problem. 


The role which the psychologist as- 
sumes in any one school system is 
determined by many factors. The role 
of evaluator appears to be that taken 
by the majority of psychologists in 
the schools. Many other functions 
such as counseling in depth with a 
view to effecting adjustment is de- 
pendent upon the training and ability 
of the psychologist, and the adequacy 
of the staff to allow time for such 
services. 


The Psychologist Working with 
Others 


Another role considered to be quite 
important by the writer is that of a 
liasion person for the schools. This 
is particularly true in working with 
problems which may involve referral 
to other professionals and/or agen- 
cies. There is a definite need for an 
cnoen line of communication between 
these persons and the schools. Then 
in turn, there must be the same clar- 
ity in communication with the par- 
ents. The psychologist is in a unique 
position to assume this role as a staff 
member of the schools. 


In summary, the school psychologist 
is a consultant within the local frame 
work of the school. He works with 
problems which can not be adequate- 
ly met by the classroom teacher. If 
he is not in position to fill the need 
of the student, his responsibility is to 
make recommendation for referral to 
qualified personnel, The psychologist 
assumes an active role in presenting 
the problem and the recommendation 
for referral to the parents. He also 
is responsible for furnishing reports 
to the professional or agency to which 
the referral is made. He is the agency 
contact for the schools. 


THE EVANGELICAL MENNONITE 


| 
| 


IN MEMORY OF 


DR. GAYLORD E. “DOC” GERIG 


BORN 


June 3, 1915 


AT REST 


October 13, 1992 


SERVICES 


Friday, 10:30 a.m. 
October 16, 1992 
Christian Missionary Alliance Church 


OFFICIATING CLERGY 


Rev. Jeff Lord 


GRAVESIDE SERVICE 


Friday, 2:30 p.m. 
Union Hill Cemetery 
Bowling Green, Ohio 


ARRANGEMENTS BY 


Richardson-Davis Funeral Home 
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THE FAMILY OF PETER AND MALINDA (ZIMMERMAN) GERIG 
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Flanagan Home Times 


# th at ptt ee 


FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL many years ago: Left to 
right back row: Mrs. Ada (Meils) Ewing teacher of 
Flanagan; Miss Inez Gerig (deceased); Miss Frieda 
Roeschley, Flanagan; Melvin Roeschley, Flanagan; 
Bert Wiechmann, Harm Wiechmann, Ebe Wiechmann 
(all deceased); Raymond O’Connell, Michigan. 


Z 


Front row: Miss Laura Conrad, Sterling, Ill.; Miss | 


Lorena Gerig, Flanagan; Miss Gwendolyn O’Connell, 


‘ pak SP oe ee Se wee = 

Michigan; Mrs. Louis Brei (Irene Monk) Nichlos, 
Iowa; Mrs. Herman Lehman (Nettie Wiechmann) ; 
Flanagan; Mrs. Ollie Diller (Eunice Conrad); 
Whooster, Ohio; Mrs. Harry Knuth (Sylvia Gerig) 
Hinckley, Ill.; Roy Roeschley, Flanagan; Alfred 
Kleen, Michigan; Iva Roeschley (deceased) Raymond 
Spaniol, Cornell. (Photo furnished by Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Brei and Mr. and Mrs. Herman Lehman). 
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Married 60 Years 
The_sixtieth wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gerig of 
Flanagan, Ill. was commemorated Dec. 14, 1958, with a family dinner 
attended by their children and grandchildren. Peter Gerig and Malinda 
Zimmerman were married Dec. 13, 1898, and they farmed in the Chenoa 
and Flanagan communities before moving to Flanagan in 1944, Their 


three living children are Lorena, at home, Mrs. Harry Knuth of Hickley, 
Ill., and Lester C. Gerig of Ft. Wayne, Ind. There are two grandchildren, 


| Charlotte and Lois Knuth. The Gerigs 


| Mennonite Church of Gridley. 


Lorena M. Gerig - 
FLANAGAN: — The funeral of 

Lorena M.’ Gerig, 84, of Beulah 

Land Christian Nursing Home, 


Flanagan, will be at 11 a.m. today . 
at Salem ‘Evangelical Mennonite - 
‘ Church, tural Gridley. ts NS 
_ The Rev. George Craig will offi-: 
ciate. Burial. will: be in Waldo 


Cemetery, rural Gridley. - ‘ 


Visitation will be from 10 to 11 
a.m. today at the church. Frpelich 
Memorial - Home, Flanagan, has 
charge of arrangements. 


Miss Gerig, a retired waitress, 


died at 12:15 a.m. Sunday (Aug. 26, 


1990) at St. Mary’s Hospital, 


Streator. 


She was born Oct. 5, 1905, in 
rural Chenoa, a daughter of Peter 
and Malinda Zimmerman Gerig. 


Survivors include one sister, 
Sylvia Knuth, Hinckley; and one 


. brother, Lester Gerig, Fort Wayne, - 


Ind. . 


She was preceded in death by. 
one sister. . 


Miss Gerig was a member of 


Salem. Evangelical Mennonite | 


Church. 


She was a waitress at local res- 
taurants. - 


Memorials may be made to a 
charity of the donor’s choice. 


are members of the Evangelical 


Gerig. — Inez Mable Gerig, oldest 
daughter of Peter and Malinda Gerig, 
was born May 24, 1901, in Pike town- 
ship, Livingston county, Ill. In 1909 
she with her parents moved to 
Nebraska township, near Flanagan, 
Ill, where she resided until death 
came, October 21, at 11:40 Pp. m., 
death being due to pneumonia. Eve- 
rything possible that loving hands 
could do was done to save her 


life which was so dear in her 


home, but God thought it best to 
pluck this ‘rosebud from this earth. 
She reached-the age of 17 years, 4 
mjonths and 27 days. She leaves to 
mourn her early departure father, 
mother, two sisters, Lorena and Syl- 
via and one brother, Lester, all at 
home, one grandfather, two grand- 
mothers and many other relatives and 


friends. At the age of 14 years she’ 


accepted Christ as her personal Sa- 
vior and on July 11, 1915, she was 
baptized and became a member - of 
the Defenceless Mennonite church of 
Waldo township which faith she held 
dear until the end. She was a loving 
child in her home and was willing to 
be used in every way. She bore her 
sufferings with patience and it was 
her earnest desire to go to her heav- 
enly home. She asked her parents to 
give her up, as she said, she sees Je- 
sus and He was with her. They could 
hardly until God called her and re- 
leased her from her sorrow and pain. 
Short funeral services were held at 
the family home Thursday at ten 
o’clock by Rev. Ben Rupp and C. R. 
Egle. Interment at Waldo cemetery. 


Herr C, Knuth ioreeo eae 


Passes Away: Ap CALIE 
= Harry C. Knuth,, 76, Hinek- 
ley, died..April 20, 1978, at the 


Kishwaukee Community |Hos- 
‘pital in DeKalb following an ill- 


ness of eight, days... a0 
~.-Funeral services : were, held’ 
Saturday, April 22, 1978 at the 
Pierce ... Community ,.- United _ 
Methodist.Church with the. Rev. — 


‘Clare, Hewitt and the Rev. Ralph » 


Wilson :officiating..” Thé Hope- 
well Singers,-a:trio from Kouts, 


“Indiana, sang .‘'The - Grass As 
.Greener on. ‘the’ Other, Side” 


and. “How .Great Thou . Art”. 
‘The .congregation sang :Child- 
ren of the -Heavenly,: Father”. 
Mrs. Sandra “Cutsinger was the 
organist. Pod eee reas. 
Burial was in» the Pierce 


“Cemetery “and sérving as ‘pall- 
bearers. were -iSheldon ' Klotz; 


Francis Miller, John Olson, Stan- 
ley’: Schumacher, Oliver West- 


phal, and William Wurtz. “1 °° 
Mr. Knuth was born March 
30, 1902 in Bloomington, ‘the - 
son of Charles and Wilhelmina 
(Diedrich) Knuth. _He married 
Sylvia Gerig in’ Flanagan* on 
June 13,1940. ° > - 
“< He “was education in the 
Bloomington schools. _ He 
:worked for the Snow and Pal- . 
mer . Dairy ‘Distributors, Bloom- 
ington‘ prior to farming in‘ the 
Flanagan area. |.In °1954,* he 
moved ‘to Hinckley where he 
continued farming until his re- 
tirement three years ago. He 
‘was‘ a member ‘of. the ° Pierce 
Community: United Methodist 
Church.‘ At, the ‘time ‘of his 
death, he-was serving as Squaw 
Grove Township Trustee: -. - 
“ “Surviving are his wife; two 
daughters, Charlotte Perillo of 
Loring ,Air Force Base, Maine, 
and Lois. Capp of South -.Pasa- 
dena, California; ;two’ brothers, 
. Lote of Bloomirigton and'Carl 


of Denver; Colorado; arid four 
grandchildren. Ba Scie : Bao: as 
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Peter Gerig, 95, 
Dies Thursday 
At Home Here 


Last Rites Are Held Sunday 
Afternoon, Interment Is In 
Waldo Cemetery 


Peter Gerig, a lifelong resident 
of the Chenoa and Flanagan com- 
lnunities, died last Thursday night 
at 8:00 at his home here. He was 
ill but a short while before his 
death. He was 95 years of age. 


Funeral services were held Sun- 
day afternoon at 2:00 at the Salem 
‘Mennonite church, Rey. Charles 
iF. upp, pastor, officiating. Mrs. Ron- 
ald Gerig, organist, accom panied 
‘Lowell Litwiller and Ronald Gerig, 
who sang “Beyond The Sunset,” 
.and “Nearer To The Heart of God.” 
The congregation sang two verses 
of “Faith Of Our Fathers,” accom-|: 
“panied by Mrs. Vernon Zimmer- 
man. 


Burial was in Waldo cemetery. 
Pallbearers were Leland Stucky, 
Streator; Roger Stucky, Blooming- 
ton; Kenneth Zimmerman, Otta- 
wa; Edwin Zimmerman, Peoria; 
Jerald Stucky and Edwin Zimmer- 
man. 


Visitation was held at the Froe- 
iizh Memorial Home here Saturday 
a ternoon and evening. 


Mr. Gerig was born in Waldo 
township on July 23, 1874, a son of 
Joseph and Fannie Roth Gerig. He 
‘was united in marriage to- Malinda 
Zimmerman on. December 13, 1898, 
at Pontiac. Mrs. Gerig passed away 
on December 22, 1962. 


Survivors are two daughters, 
Miss Lorena, at home; Mrs. Harry 
(Sylvia) Knuth, Hinckly; a gon, 
Lester, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; two grand- 
children, Mrs. Charlotte Perillo, 
New London, Conn., and Mrs. Lois 
Capp, Taiwan, and two great grand- 
children, Stephen and Christopher 
Perillo. 


He was also preceded in death 
by a daughter, Inez, five brothers 
and seven sisters. 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Gerig retired from 
farming in 1930, and moved to this 
village in 1944. He was a member 
of the Salem Evangelical Mennon- 
ite church, served on the Home 
M ssion board of the Evangelical 
M 2:nnonite church, was a director 
of the Mennonite hospital, Bloom- 
ington, the ‘Meadows Mennonite 
Home and many local organiza- 
tions. 


Relatives and friends from a dis- 
tance who attended the funeral 
were from Ft. Wayne and Wood- 
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Peter Gerig, 95,. 
Flanagan, dies; 
funeral Sunday 


FLANAGAN — Peter Gerig, 95, 


a lifelong resident of the 
Flanagan community and a 
retired farmer, died at 8 p.m. 
Thursday at his home. 

His funeral will be Sunday at 2 
p.m. at the Salem Mennonite 
Church, with the Rev. Charles 
Rupp officiating. Burial will be in 
Waldo Cemetery. Friends may 
call at the Froelich Memorial 
Home after 3 p.m. Saturday and 
after 1 p.m. Sunday at the 
church. 

He was born July 23, 1874, in 
Waldo Township, a son of Joseph 
and Fannie (Roth) Gerig. He 
married Malinda Zimmerman, 
Dec. 13, 1898 at Pontiac. She died 
Dec. 22, 1962. 

Survivors are two daughters, 
Miss Lorena, at home; Mrs. 
Harry Knuth, Hinckley; a son, 
Lester, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; two 
grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 
five brothers, seven sisters and a 
daughter. 

He was a member of the Salem 
Evangelical Mennonite Church. 
He was a farmer until 1944, when 
he moved into town. He served on 
the Board of Directors of Men- 
nonite Hospital for many years. 


Peter Gerig, born July 23, 1874, 
near Flanagan, Illinois, died Septem- 
ber 18, 1969, at the age of 95 years, 
1 month and 25 days. He was the son 
of Joseph and Fannie Roth Gerig. 
December 13, 1898, he was united in 
marriage to Malinda Zimmerman 
who preceded him in death in 1962. 

Survivors are two daughters, Miss 
Lorena at home; Mrs. Harry [Sylvia] 
Knuth, Hinckley, Illinois; a son, Les- 
ter, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


He was a member of the Salem 
Church and active in many areas. He 
was a director of the Mennonite Hos- 
pital, Bloomington, Illinois, the Mea- 
dows Mennonite Home, Flanagan, 
and had served on the Home Mission 
Board of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. 

He retired from farming in 1930 and 
moved to Flanagan in 1944 where he 
resided until his death. Funeral serv- 
ices were conducted in the Salem 
Church with Pastor Charles Rupp of- 
ficiating. 

Card of Thanks 


We wish to thank everyone for 
the many acts of kindness and ex- 
pressions of sympathy and all the 
help given us at the time of our 
father’s death. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Gerig, 


Peter Gerig 

FLANAGAN (PNS) — Peter 
Gerig, 95, lifelong resident of 
the Flanagan community and a 
retired farmer, died at 8 p.m. 
Thursday at his home. 

He was taken to the Froelich 
Memorial Home. 

He was born July 23, 1874, in 
Waldo Township, a son of 
Joseph and Fannie Roth Gerig. 
He married Malinda Zimmer- 
man, Dec. 13, 1898 at Pontiac. 
She died Dec. 22, 1962. > 

Survivors are two daughters, 
Miss Lorena, at home; Mrs. 
Harry Knuth, Hinckley; a son, 
Lester, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; two 
grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 
five brothers, seven sisters and 
a daughter. 

He was a member of the 
Salem Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. He was a farmer until 
1944, when he moved into town. 
He served on the Board of 


Peter Gerig 

FLANAGAN (PNS) — Peter 
Gerig, 95, lifelong resident of 
the Flanagan community and a 
retired farmer, died at 8 p.m. 
Thursday at his home. 

He was taken to the Froelich 


Memorial Home. ; 
He was born July 23, 1874, in 
Waldo Township, a son of 


Joseph and Fannie Roth Gerig. 
‘He married Malinda Zimmer- 
man, Dec. 13, 1898 at Pontiac. 
She died Dec. 22, 1962. 

Survivors are two daughters, 

Miss Lorena, at home; Mrs. 
Harry Knuth,. Hinckley; a son, 
Lester, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; two 
grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by 
five brothers, seven sisters and 
a daughter. 

He was a member of the 
Salem Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. He was a farmer until 
1944, when he moved intq town. 
He served on the Board of 


. 4 - \ 
Directors of Mennonite Hospital 
for many years. 


Peter Gerig : 5 
FLANAGAN: (PNS) — - The 


funeral of Peter Gerig, 95, wha 


died Thursday;:avill be at 2 p.m, 
Sunday at the. Sajem 
Evangelical Mennonite urch, 
with the Rev. .Charles Rupp 
officiating. Burial will be in 
Waldo Cemetery. 

Visitation will begin at 3 p.m. 
today at the Froelich Memorial 
Home and one hour before the 


Malinda Zimmerman Gerig, a 
daughter of Christian and Catherine 
Steckley Zimmerman was born Mar. 
9, 1879, near Chenoa, II]. 


On Dec. 13, 1898, she was married 
to Peter Gerig also of near Chenoa, 
Ill. Dec. 13 of this year marked their 
64th wedding anniversary. To this 
union were born four children: Inez 
who died Oct. 21, 1918, at the age of 
seventeen years; Lorena at home; 
Mrs. Sylvia Knuth of Hinckley, IIl., 
and Lester of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Others who preceded her were her 
parents, one brother and one sister. 


Surviving are her husband, three 
children, two grandchildren, Char- 
lotte and Lois Knuth of Hinckley, four 
sisters, Mrs. Martha Hubley, Chicago; 
Mrs. Leah Williams, Miss Anna Zim- 
merman, Bloomington; Mrs. Alvena 
Small, Lincoln, and one brother, 
Christian E. Zimmerman, Chenoa, 
other relatives and many friends. 


After their marriage they farmed 
near Chenoa, then in the Flanagan 
area, and moving to the village of 
Flanagan in 1944. She was a faithful 
member of the Salem Evangelical 
Mennonite Church for many years, 
attending services regularly as long 
as health permitted, and willing to 
help others where she could. 


Early Saturday morning at her 
home Dec. 22, after several months of 
failing health she went to her heav- 
enly Home at the age of 83 years, 9 
months, and 13 days. Funeral services 
were conducted Dec. 24 at the Salem 
Church at 11 A.M. by the pastor, Rev. 
John Lehman. He spoke from the fol- 
lowing Scripture verses which she had 
written on the fly leaf of her Bible. 


I Peter. 5:10; My testimony-2 Tim. 
4:6-8. My text 2 Cor. 5:1 and John 
14:1-7. Burial was in the cemetery 
near. the church. 


Safely Home 


I am home in heaven, dear ones; 
Oh so happy and so bright! 

There is perfect joy and beauty; 
In this everlasting light! 


All the pain and grief is over, 
Every restless tossing passed; 

I am now at peace for ever, 
Safely home in heaven at last. 


Did you wonder I so calmly 
Trod the valley of the shade? 
Oh, but Jesus’ love illumined 
Every dark and fearful glade. 


i t me 
d He came Himself to mee yr 
a that way so hard to tread; 
And with Jesus’ arm to lean on, Ke 
Could I have one doubt or dread? 


Then you must not grieve SO sorely, 
For I love you dearly still; wee 

Try to look beyond death pel ale : 
Pray to trust our Father’s will. 


There is work still waiting for you, 


j tand; 
So you must not idly sti r 
Do it Fae while life pemainely: 
You shall rest in Jesus’ land. 


j leted 

hen that work is all comp ed, 
Vaasa will gently call you home; 

Oh, the rapture of that meeting, 
Oh, the joy to see you come. 


—-Author Unknown. 
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Ayeu riunugall 
Lady Is Called 
Saturday Morn 


Funeral Services For Mrs. 
Peter Gerig Are Held 
Saturday Morning 


_ Mrs. [Peter Gerig died at her 
home.on ‘North Jackson street at 
| 3:20 o’clock Saturday morning. She 
had been, in failing health for sey- 
eral months. ‘She passed away at 
the age of 83 years nine months 
and 13 days. 

Malinda Zimmerman, a daughter 
of Christian and Catharine Steck- 
ley Zimmerman, was born March 9, 
1879, at Chenoa. On December 13, 
1898, she was married to Peter Ger- 
ig at Pontiac. December 13 of this 
year marked their 64th wedding an- 
niversary. They lived near Chenoa 
until March 1909, when they mov. 
ed to a farm near Flanagan. In 
1944, they moved to their present 
home in Flanagan. 


To this union were porn four 
children, Inez, who died October 
21, 1918, at the age of 17 years: 
Lorena at home; Mrs. Sylvia 
Knuth of Hinckley, and Lester of 
Fort Wayne, Ind.. 

She is survived by her husband, 
three children, two grandchildren, 
Charlotte and Lois Knuth; also 
four sisters, Mrs.~Martha “Hubley, 
Chicago; Mrs. Leah Williams, Miss 
Anna Zimmerman of Bloomington; 
Mrs. Alvera ‘Small of Lincoln, and 
one brother, C. HE. Zimmerman of 
Chenoa. She was preceded in death 
by one daughter, -her parents, one 
sister, and one brother. <-) 

“Mrs. Gerig was. a. faithful mem- 
ber of Salem Evangelical (Mennon- 
ite church, and attended services 
ag long as her health permitted. 
She-was devoted to her family, and 
was always ready to lend a helpin 
hand where she could. ; 


Funeral services were held at 
Salem “Mennonite church on Mon- 
day morning:at 11:00 o’clock, with 
Rev, John Lehman officiating. Low- 
ll Litwiller and Ronald Gerig sang 
“Safe In The Arms of Jesus,” and 
“Shall We Meet?” 

Pallbearers were Eldon Zimmer- 
man, Kenneth Zimmerman, Vernon 


4Zjmmerman, Jerald Stucky, Leland 
| Stucky and Richard Stucky, Bur 


ial was in. Waldo cemetery. 
Relatives attended from Ant- 
werp and-Lima, Ohio; Woodburn, 
Ind.; Hinckley, Chicago, Ottawa, _ 
Evanston, Peoria, Fisher, Lincoln, 
Bloomington and Chenoa. 


Malinda Zimmerman Gerig 


Malinda Zimmerman Gerig, a 
daughter of Christian and Catherine 
Steckley Zimmerman was born Mar. 
9, 1879, near Chenoa, III. 


On Dec. 13, 1898, she was married 
to Peter Gerig also of near Chenoa, 
Ill. Dec. 13 of this year marked their 
64th wedding anniversary. To this 
union were born four children: Inez 
who died Oct. 21, 1918, at the age of 
seventeen years; Lorena at home; 
Mrs. Sylvia Knuth of Hinckley, IIl., 
and Lester of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Others who preceded her were her 
parents, one brother and one sister. 


Surviving are her husband, three 
children, two grandchildren, Char- 
lotte and Lois Knuth of Hinckley, four 
sisters, Mrs. Martha Hubley, Chicago; 
Mrs. Leah Williams, Miss Anna Zim- 
merman, Bloomington; Mrs. Alvena 
Small, Lincoln, and one _ brother, 
Christian E. Zimmerman, Chenoa, 
other relatives and many friends. 


After their marriage they farmed 
near Chenoa, then in the Flanagan 
area, and moving to the village of 
Flanagan in 1944. She was a faithful 
member of the Salem Evangelical 
Mennonite Church for many years, 
attending services regularly as long 
as health permitted, and willing to 
help others where she could. 


Early Saturday morning at her 
home Dec. 22, after several months of 
failing health she went to her heav- 
enly Home at the age of 83 years, 9 
months, and 13 days. Funeral services 
were conducted Dec. 24 at the Salem 
Church at 11 A.M. by the pastor, Rev. 
John Lehman. He spoke from the fol- 
lowing Scripture verses which she had 
written on the fly leaf of her Bible. 


I Peter 5:10; My testimony 2 Tim. 
4:6-8. My text 2 Cor. 5:1 and John 
14:1-7. Burial was in the cemetery 
near. the church. 


Mrs. Melinda Gerig 


FLANAGAN — (PNS) — Mrs. 
Melinda Gerig, 83, died at her 
home in Flanagan at 3:30 a.m.) 
Saturday. 

Her funeral wil] be at 11 a.m. 
Monday at Salem Mennonite 
Church. The Rev. John Lehman 
will officiate. Burial will be in 
Waldo Cemetery. 

Friends may call after 2 p.m. 
Sunday at the Froelich Memor-| 
ial Home in Flanagan. | 

Mrs. Gerig will be taken to 
the church at 10 a.m. Monday. 
| She was born March 9, 1879,) 
in Chenoa, daughter of Christian’ 
and Catherine Steckley Zimmer-. 
man. She married Peter Gerig) 
fped! 13, 1898, at Pontiac. 
Surviving are her husband; 
two daughters, Mrs. Sylvia 
Knuth, Hinckley, and Miss Lor- 
ena Gerig, Flanagan; one son, 
Lester, Fort Wayne, Ind.; two 
grandchildren; one brother, C. 
E. Zimmerman, Chenoa; four 
sisters, Mrs. Martha Hubley,| 
Chicago; Mrs. F. W. Williams, | 
602 S. Roosevelt, Bloomington; 
| Miss Anna Zimmerman, Bloom-) 
|ington; Mrs. Alvena Small, Lin-' 
coln. 

One daughter, one brother and 
one sister preceded her in death. 
She was a member of Salem 
Mennonite Church. 

The family has requested that 
expressions of sympathy be 
made in the form of memorial 
contributions to Mennonite Hos- 
pital, Bloomington. : 
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June 8, 1998 


Dear Don, 


When Mom sold her house, | was privileged to get the "Gerig" kitchen 
cabinet. | understand that you took a picture of it when you had stopped 
at the farm to deliver the items from Les. So | thought that you might be 
interested in seeing a picture after | just refinished it. If you know any 
history about the cabinet, | would appreciate your sending it to me. | am 
not sure that the bottom doors are original as they are not made of oak 
and the hardware looks as if it could be more modern. | do know that the 
doors have been the way that they as long as | can remember. We did 
use it when we lived at Flanagan. At any rate we just finished the work 
on it this spring after we arrived back up at our lake home. It is in our 
kitchen and | even put flour in the flour bin. 


It was a year ago this time that we were in Fort Wayne. Wednesday is 
Mom's 90th birthday and so we are going down to Illinois on Wednesday. 
Then on Saturday there is a Zimmerman reunion at Howard's on the 
farm near Chenoa. On Sunday then, we will have an open house at the 
church in rural Maple Park. Mother really enjoys all of this attention and 
wanted an open house. Charlotte and all of her family will be there for 
the weekend and Cathie and Anthony will arrive late Friday night as well. 
Then Mom, Cathie, and Anthony will all come up to the lake for a few 
weeks. 


A few months ago Mom had a lot of swelling in her legs and she had 
more pain in her legs. | do believe though that the pain has lessened as 
the swelling decreased. So for now she seems OK. She did just pass 
her driving test again. She still has her car and does drive a bit but 
mostly during the day. She has enjoyed living at the retirement home 
and doesn't miss the farm. | think she enjoys the company as well as all 
of the conveniences and the fact that she doesn't have to cook. 


| hope that this finds you both well. | hope that you are able to enjoy 
your new boat. 


Cordially, 
UV) 


17h 


Lester C. Gerig 


de 


E; INDIANA, FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 1953 


Anniversaries 


Mildred M. Gerig, 86, of Fort 
Wayne died Saturday in St. Joseph 
Medical Center. The Gridley, Il., 
native retired in 1963 as executive 
secretary for Mutual Security Life 
Insurance Co. after 17 years. Sur- 
viving are her husband, Lester C.; 
sisters, Ione Anderson of Eureka, 
Ill., Esther Phillis of El Paso, I11., 


Gridley. Memorials are to the 
church. 


: — : d Evelyn Nasziger of Gridley. 
| Mildred and Lester Gerig ane a bien nneean ot 
Lockport, Il. Services are 11 a.m. 
Lester C. Gerig Tuesday in Brookside Community 
. The Gerigs Church. Calling is 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 
| Br otherhood Lester C. and Mildred M. Gerig Pay areas meee & Sons 
. of Crystal Ridge Cove will celebrate NY cot aaa z ae x 
Mutual Names | _| their 6oth wedding anniversary with aplecrest Road, and 10 
; a reception 2-4 pm. Aug. 22 at a.m. Tuesday in the church. Grave- 
Lester Gerig -| | Brooiside Church, comer of EWalLnuemaccee oe 
| ; : % s Maplecrest and Evard roads. They NAST SEE 


were married Aug. 19, 1933, at Grid- 
ley, Ill. Lester Gerig is retired from 
Mutual Security Life Insurance Co., 
where he was president and chair- 
man. Mildred Gerig opened a claim 


Lester C. Gerig was promoted to 
the post of director of agents for 
the Brotherhood Mutual Life In- 


surance Co. at the annual policy- 
holders meeting of the company. 


| Gerig succeeds M, M, Rupp, who office for State Farm Automobile 

Was renamed executive secretary Insurance and later joined Mutual 

of the company. For the past six Security Life Insurance Co. She is 

| years, Gerig has served as agency. now retired. The couple knew each 
supervisor. : . “le: 

Other officers re-elected at the other as children. Their families 


Brien meéting included Albert were friends, and they attended the 


Neuenschwander, president; Peter same church but didn’t begin dating 
| |Rupp, vice-president; Arlo Gump, until after college. 
assistant secretary; Ezra Steiner, 
itreAsurer; Donald R, Rupp, assist- 
‘ant treasurer; David Hogg, coun- 
‘sel; Dr. G, T, Bowers and Dr. 
| J. W. Bowers, medical directors. 
Directors Renamed 


Renamed to the board of direc- 
jy tors were Gump, Robert L, Rupp, 
| Cyril] Eicher and ‘Gerig, 

In his annual report, M. M. 
Rupp said 1952 saw the greatest 
single year gain in the company’s 

history, Insurance in force. in- 
creased 23.7 per cent. Assets show- 
ed an increase of 26.74 per cent. 
The net interest return after tax- 
es and expenses amounted to 3.92 
per cent. Premium incomé-on acci- 
dent and health insurance increas- 

ed ‘35 -per cent. a 
‘During the year the comipany | 
expanded its operations to include | 
ithe states of Kansas and Florida. ; 
Plans have been made. for further 
expansion this. year, ‘Rupp>-said. 
He reported that business in ‘Jan- 
| uary’ofthis -year. had exceeded 
any.other January’ in the‘ firm’ 
history; being ahead of. Janyary, 
1952;,.by 58 - per - cent, : The) com- 
| Pany’s ‘increased busines has 
'made it necessary ‘to’ expand’ its 
|home office ‘headquarters at» 230 
‘East, Berrv St. he added ° , 
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YMCA byerts, 


Two Honore 


Lester C. Gerig was reelected 
president of the board of the 
Metropolitan YMCA at the an 
nual meeting held last night in 
McKay Hall of First Presbyterian 
Church. 

Other officers elected by the 

me aes board of direc- 
tores were Dr. 
Edward Thoma, 
re-elected vice 
president, de- 
velopment; Kf 
E. Walley, vice 
president, prop- 
erty; Peter R. 
Anderson, vice 
president; pro- 


gram;. Wayne 
Thieme, Te 
elected treas- 
urer; © and 


L.-C. Gerig_ Thoma-s—~ P: 


Sharples, secretary. 
Elected to the board of direc- 
tors were Jack Schrey, Roger 
Ralston, Herman’ Eckrich, 
Robert Starke, Richard Smith, 
Paul Seitz, Sharples, Jack Wilk 
gene Klepfer. Those elected to 
the board of trustees were E. H. 
Kilbourne, Dwight Shirey and 


Gerig Elected 
Chamber VP 


= C. Gerig, president of 
utual Security Life Insurance 
3 has been elected first vice 
resident of the Fort Wayne 

* Chamber of 
Commerce, it 


Gerig, a past 


community de- 

velopment of 

the chamber,| 
succeeds Joseph |! 
-F. Morreale, | 
Manager of the: 
Wayne Indust-! 


. Reuss recentty Tesigned 
his position with the Kroger Co. 
Gerig will .assume leadership 


MSL Head 
Honored By 


National Unit 


MAY 9 1979 

‘The president of Mutual Se- 
curity Life Insurance Co. of 
Fort Wayne, Lester C. Gerig, 
has been named as one of the 
11 nationwide business anc 
professional leaders of the 
year by Religious Heritage o 
Ameria, Inc. (RHA). 

Gerig will be cited at the 
group’s 23rd annual nationa! 
awards program. 

“Through a combination of 
Christian commitement and 
expert business leadership, 
both aggressively pursued, he 
continues to involve himself in 
a variety of community and 
state institutions and national 
causes,” RHA said in honor- 
ing Gerig. - 

-~RHA honors-Americans who 


David Cunningham, 


in the review and development 


Lisle Hodell and Harold Beech- 
ing were elected to fill out the 
unexpired terms of J. Kenneth 
Richards and David P. Williams, 
who resigned. The terms expire 
in 1970. 

Service to Youth awards were 
made by the YMCA to George 
I.. Duncan and Don Stebing. It 
was the first time two such 
awards were granted. Stebing is 
a graduate of Auburn High 
School and received his B.S. de- 
‘gree from Wittenburg Univer- 
sity in 1949 and later received an 
M.A. degree from ~- Ball State 
University. Duncan is an engi- 
neer with the General Electric 
Co. and has been active for sev- 
eral years in. YMCA work. 

Speaker at last night’s meet- 
ing was John H. Millikin, senior 
vice president of Bankers Trust 
Co., New York. 


Insurance head 


1 
10 96h baygagn. 
7 ts 
of Year’ ‘award 
Lester C. Gerig, president 
of Mutual Security Life Insur- 
ance Co., will be honored in a 
Special service at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday in the Highland Beth- 
el Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. - 
He will be presented the 


. National Association of Evan- 


Belicals’ “Layman of the 
Year” award by Billy A. Mel- 
vin, executive director of the 
association. 

The association represents 
more than 30.000 _ local 
churches, providing a united . 
voice for the evangelicals of 
America. Announcement of 
Gerig’s selection was made 
‘at the association’s 33rd an- 
nual convention held in the 
Spring in Los Angeles. 
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have made significant impact 
for good on national and com- 
munity life and their appli- 
cation of religious principles. 
' Gerig is the president of the 
Taylor University board Of 
trustees, Fort Wayne Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Indiana 
Security Investment Corp. 

He is also a member of the, 
Commission of Fraternal and 
Social Concerns of the Evan- 
gelical Mennonite Church, 
vice chairman of Evangelical 
Churchment a member of the 
finance committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Evangeli- 
cals and teaches an adult Sun- 
day school class in his local 
congregation. 


: 
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Wayne seumnalaserette Tues., June 3, 1969 I19B 


RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE — Dr. Milo A. Rediger, center, president of Taylor 
University, congratulates Lester C. Gerig, right, recipient of an honorary Doctor, of 
Laws degree during 123rd commencement ceremonies Sunday. Dr. Gordon G. Zim- 
merman, vice’ president for Academic Affairs, is also shown. Dr. Gerig, president 
of the Mutual Security Life Insurance Co., is president of the Taylor University 


Board of Trustees. 
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Dr. Lester Gerig 
“Layman of the Year” 


At the recent National Association 
of Evangelical’s meeting in Los Ange- 
es Dr. Lester C. Gerig of our congre- 
gation and president of Mutual Se- 
curity Life Insurance Company, was 
selected as Lawman of the Year. 

Paul Steiner, was elected to the 
fifteen man executive committee of 
the National Association of Evangel- 
icals. He has been Chairman of the 
Churchman’s Commission and led the 
workshops in that area at the con- 
vention in Los Angeles. 

Speaker for Layman’s Day was our 
own Paul Steiner who is active in 
many lay areas of our church, con- 
ference and community. He is przesi- 
dent of Brotherhood Mutual Insur- 
ance Company. 

The Highland Bethel Male Quartet 
provided the entire program for one 
Sunday evening. It is comprised of 
Pastor G. Willis Toms, Bob Speaks, 
Robert Connor and Paul Steiner. 


WEST UNITY, OHIO 

On January 26, in our morning 
service, three children brought by 
their parents were dedicated to the 
Lord. They were Keith Allen, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Seiler; David 
Seth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Galen 
Short; and Meredith Laine, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Short. In the 
evening service there was one baptism. 
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Honor Les Gerig for 
30 years of service 


To celebrate Lester C. Gerig’s 30 years of 
service with Mutual Security Life of Ft. 
Wayne, Ind. and his recent election as MSL 
Board Chairman, the company has prepared a 
commemorative booklet in his honor. 


Lester Gerig, formerly of Flanagan, 
married Mildred ‘‘Mil’’ Ehresman on August 
10, 1933 and they make their home in Ft. 
Wayne. ‘Mil’ is a sister to Mrs. Esther 
Phillis, Mrs. Evelyn Nafziger and Roy 
Ehresman all of Gridley. 


“The lifetime of a good man may be 
measured in length of days, but an evaluation 
of his life’s work is a far more profound task. 
How is depth of his spirit to be measured? How 
is the quality of his endeavors determined? On 
what delicate scale is the intensity and truth of 
his vision weighed?” 

“By any just and righteous standard Lester 
C. Gerig is a man among men. As president of 
the Taylor University Board of Trustees he 
has helped shape the destiny of this institution, 
enriched its heritage and given richly of his 
time and energy in countless ways.” 

““As president of an insurance firm and 
leader in many other areas of finance he has 
demonstrated prudence, honesty and 
statesmanship, retaining always the finest 
attributes of a Christian gentleman.” 

eee ae rokeuioet er ctairchenshieiin his 
denomination and in many other evangelical 
efforts he has revealed an exemplary level of 
conviction and descipleship. As a friend he has 
ennobled and inspired his fellow man, and in 
so doing, has won our enduring gratitude and 
respect.” 

The preceding were the remarks of Gordon 
Zimmerman, Ph.D., Academic Dean of Taylor 
university at conferment of the degree, Doctor 
of Laws, Honoris Causa, upon Lester C. Gerig 
at Taylor university, Upland, Ind. on May 25, 
1969 and found in the front page this 
commemorative booklet. 

Gerig joined Brotherhood Mutual Life as 
field supervisor on April 1, 1946, elected to the 
board of directors in 1950, named director of 
agencies in 1953, named to the executive 
committee in 1956 and elected vice president 
in 1957. He became president of Mutual 
Security Life on May 2, 1963, after the death of 
president, M.M.Rupp. 

He also became a member of Taylor 
University Board of Trustees in 1955 and 

in 1964, YMCA board of directors 
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LESTER C. GERIG 


‘and president of YMCA from 1967-70 and 


made an “‘Honorary Citizen’’ of Upland, 
in 1969. 

Honors received that was listed in W: 
Who in insurance were: ‘‘Apprecia 
Award” presented by Taylor Univer 
Alumni Association in 1964, voted one of 
“Ten Best Dressed Men’’ by Indiana Re 
Men’s Wear in 1965, received Doctor of Ls 
Honoris Causa, presented by Ta 
university, June 1, 1969, ‘Service to You 
award presented by the Greater Metropol 
Fort Wayne YMCA in 1971, ‘‘1973 Business 
Professional Leader Award in Insuran 
presented by Religious Heritage of Amer 
Washington, D.C., ‘“‘Layman of the Ye 
award given by the National Associatior 
Evangelicals in 1974 and ‘Certificate 
Merit’”’ presented by the Indiana Ameri 
Revolution Bicentennial Commission in 197 

Les Gerig has been active in m. 
organizational memberships, offices 
honors too numerous to mention. 


GERIG HONORED WITH 
NATIONAL AWARD 


By G. Willis Toms 


On June 7, 1973 at the Washington 
Hilton Hotel in Washington, D. C. Mr. 
Lester C. Gerig, a member of High- 
land Bethel Church, Fort Wayne, was 
honored by an award from Religious 
Heritage of America. He was one of 
11 business and professional leaders 
to receive such an award. The awards 
are “presented to outstanding busi- 
ness and professional men or women 
for achieving a significant impact for 
good in their communities, or on a 
national level, by the practica] appli- 
cation of the principles of their reli- 
gious heritage in their daily lives.” 


The plaque received by Mr. Gerig 
was inscribed as follows: “By your 
inspiring application of religious prin- 
ciples in your daily life you have 
strengthened and upheld the ethics 
and ideals of our nation’s religious 
heritage.” 


In his response upon receiving the 
award, Mr. Gerig told the 300 invited 
guests, including Senator Jennings 
Randolph of West Virginia, former 
Congressman Brooks Hays of Arkan- 
sas, Dr. Walter Judd, and Senator 
Gurney of Florida, “My life and what- 
ever abilities I have are gifts from 
God and, therefore, I express my 
gratitude to Him. . . . I thank God 
for the privilege which was afforded 
me to accept Jesus Christ as my per- 
sonal Saviour and Lord of my life, 
and for the peace of mind and heart 
that came to me.” 


A reception and banquet with 1000 
SUMMER 1973 


in attendance capped a very busy day 
that will be long remembered by the 
Gerigs and their many friends. 
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Lester Gerig shows 
Religious Heritage 
Award, Photo taken 
in his presidential 
office at Mutual 
Security Life In- 
surance Company 


| overlooking the 
; MSL Lake. 


Highland Bethel Church and the 
EMC can be proud of and grateful for 
this fine Christian gentleman. 


Lester Gerig Cited 
In National Award 


Lester C. Gerig, president of 
Mutual Security Life Insurance 
Co., of Fort Wayne, has been 
named by Religious Heritage of 
America, Inc., as one of 11 na- 
tionwide Business and Profes- 
sional Leaders of the Year. 

Gerig, one of two Hoosiers to 
be named to the award, will be 
honored at the Reglious Heri- 
tage of America’s 23rd annual 
national awards program. 

The other Hoosier to be so 
honored is Dean Manion, a 
South Bend attorney. 

Gerig will be honored in the 
insurance industry category of 
the Religious Heritage awards, 
as ‘‘a- recognized leader 
throughout the state and na- 
tion.”’ 

Religious Heritage of America 
said Gerig, ‘‘through a com- 
bination of Christian com- 
mitment and expert business 
leadership, both aggressively 
pursued, continues to involve 
himself in a variety of commu- 
nity and state institutions and 
national causes.” 

Religious Heritage of America 
is a national, interfaith, reli- 
gious and educational organiza- 
tion working to preserve and 
celebrate America’s religious 
heritage. Through its annual na- 
tional awards program, RHA 
honors those Americans wh, by 
a practical application of heir 
religious principles in theirdaily 
lives and industries or pofes- 
sions, have made a significant 


his local congregation. 


of Indiana Bank and Trust Co., 


| Lester C. Gerig 


YMCA, Fort Wayne Foundation, 
Inc., Junior Achievement of 
Fort Wayne and Allen County, 
the Allen County Comprehensive 
Health Planning Council, the 
Fort Wayne Rescue Mission, In- 
diana Region III Comprehensive 
Health Planning Council and 
Fort Wayne Future. 

He is also a member of the 
Board of Governors of Associ- 
: : ated Colleges of Indiana, is on 
impact for good on nation! and| | advisory boards of the local 
community life. _.' .. |ehapter of Big Brothers of 

Among Gerig’s religiowClvlC| A merica and the Medical 
and business involvemes af! Fqucatiotn Foundation, and has 
the presidencies of the ‘aylor| heen actively involved in a num- 
University Board of Tistees,|ber of other’ state insurance 
the Fort Wayne Chaner 0f|oommittees and organizations. 
Commerce and Indiana beurit” SS 
Investment Corp. : 


cy 
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He is a member of the Com- 
mission on Fraternal and Social 
Concerns of the Evangelical 
Mennonite Church, vice-chair- 
man of Evangelical Churchmen, 
a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee‘ of the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals and teaches 
an adult Sunday school class in 


Gerig is also a board member 


the Fort Wayne Metropolitan 


On the Move “* ** 


\ 


Merle Rocke Lester Gerig 
LESTER C. GERIG, chairman of the board, 
has been named president of the Mutual Security 
Life Insurance Co., 3000 Coliseum Blvd. E., suc- 
ceeding MERLE N. ROCKE, 60, who has taken 
early retirement after 30 years with the firm. 
Rocke’s retirement, due to personal reasons, was 
effective last week. Gerig, 73, formerly served as 
president of the firm for 14 years, until 1977. 
Rocke will continue as a board member. Gerig 
has been with MSL since 1946. The firm employs 
500 people in Fort Wayne and had a net gain for 
operations, after dividends, of $1.54 million in 
1983. 


Gerigs Guest 
Of Nixons at 
White House 


Mr. and Mrs, Lester C. Ger 
8829 Maravilla Drive, we 
among a limited number of c 
izens attending White House wc 
ship services Sunday as guests 
President and Mrs. Nixon. 

Gerig said he was not certa: 
why he received the invitatior 
though he believed it was be 
cause he has attended seve 
Presidential Prayer Breakfast 
and is active in the Internationa 
Christian Leadership Associatio) 

The Gerigs also were invitec 
to a reception following the serv 
ice. They visited with the Nixons, 
cabinet members, Supreme 
Court justices, senators and rep- 
resentatives, and others. Such 
services have been conducted 

‘| periodically since President Nix- 
on took office. 

Discussing the reception, Gerig 
said the Nixons “‘aré very con- 
genial hosts and have the ability 
to make everyone feel at ease.’’ 


Dr. Lester Gerig 
Honored In 
Retirement 
Ceremonies 


A benchmark in the life of Dr. 
Lester C. Gerig, Chairman of the 
Taylor Board of Trustees, was 
celebrated January 13. The occasion 


was an honor dinner to pay tribute to. 


this noted Christian businessman 
upon his retirement from the 
presidency of Mutual Security Life 
Insurance Company. 

Participants in the memorable 
event included Taylor president Dr. 
Robert C. Baptista, and faculty and 
students from the Taylor 
Department of Music. 

Tributes representing various 
areas in which Dr. Gerig has had 
exceptional influence were given by 
Chancellor and Mrs. Milo A. Rediger; 
Dr. Billy A. Melvin, Executive 
Director, National Association of 
Evangelicals and Taylor alumnus; 
Maclyn T. Parker, Past President, 
Fort Wayne Chamber of Commerce; 
Allen C. Steer, Senior Vice 
President, Lincoln National Life 
Insurance Company; and Merle N. 
Rocke, former Taylor Trustee, and 
Dr. Gerig’s successor as President 
of M.S.L. 

In expressing appreciation for Dr. 
Gerig, Dr. Rediger stated, ‘“‘In 
addition to his responsibilities as 
president of a major insurance 
company, Mr. Gerig has been 
involved in many civic activities. But 
these many lines of responsibility 
and opportunity have never 
detracted from his creative 
leadership as demonstrated in the 
Taylor program. This loyalty to the 
institution, his innovative guidance, 
decision-making ability and 
discernment were instrumental in 
forging the substance of the 
present-day Taylor.” 


Dr. Lester Gerig visits with Ambassador and Mrs. E. Ross Adair during 
retirement ceremonies. 


In keeping with Dr. Gerig’s life 
and convictions, the evening was a 
Christ-honoring event. ‘My life and 
whatever abilities | have are gifts 
from God, and therefore, | express 
my gratitude to Him,” Dr. Gerig 
emphasized. 

One of the leading Christian 
businessmen in the U.S., Dr. Gerig 
joined the Brotherhood Mutual 
Insurance Company (forerunner of 
M.S.L.) in 1946, was elected to the 
Board of Directors in 1950 and was 
named Director of Agencies in 1953. 
He became Vice President in 1957 
and President in 1963. 

During his 30 years with the firm, 
insurance in force increased from 
five million to more than one billion 
dollars. 

Dr. Gerig became a Taylor Trustee 
in 1955 and in 1964 was named 
Chairman of the Board—the 
position he currently holds. For his 
talented leadership he was named 
recipient of the Taylor Alumni 
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Appreciation Award in 1964 and was 
awarded a Doctor of Laws degree in 
1969. 

For his devoted service in the 
Evangelical Mennonite Church and 
in many other areas of evangelical | 
Christian service, Dr. Gerig was 
named “‘Layman of the Year” by the 
National Association of | 
Evangelicals. He has held several 
key positions with the NAE. 

Dr. Gerig also has participated in 
national and local prayer breakfasts, 
served on the Board of the Fort 
Wayne Rescue Mission and has held 
many other civic and church offices. 

He received the 1973 “Business 
and Professional Leader Award in | 
Insurance” from Religious Heritage 
of America and in 1976 was awarded 
the “Certificate of Merit” by the 
Indiana American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission. 

Dr. Gerig now serves as Chairman 
of the Board of Mutual Security Life ” 


and Consultant to the company. 
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[ A Daneciné! 


In March, 1946 I elected to join MSL. It was a vol} 
untary choice - and a good decision. 


| 


The following days were challenging, and provided 
an opportunity for me to grow and serve both our) 
policyowners and the management of MSL. | 


Another very important day was April 27, 1963, 
which began much the same as many days in the | 
past. It was a beautiful day, the sun was shining and,, 
spring was in evidence. Two individuals were purf 
suing activities they enjoyed when not deeply in- | 
volved in life insurance responsibilities. M. M. Rupp, | 
MSL President, was delivering a Gideon address | 
Little Rock, and I was mowing my lawn. 


Suddenly an event took place. Mr. Rupp was strick-g, 
en with a heart attack and died immediately. H 
went to his Heavenly Reward, and I left my yard — 
tractor where it was when I received word of his 
death. 


This event brought about a number of other events. | 
The ballgame had now changed, the inning was over) 
and I was at bat. i 


| 
On May 2, 1963 I was elected by the Board of Dig) 
rectors to serve as President of MSL. This electiol 
demanded that I serve the Board of Directors, the 
policyowners, the employees and our agents. 


il 
The thirteen plus years that followed have veel 
challenging, rewarding and happy years. There were, — 
of course, many painful experiences and anxio | 
moments; but these were all blessings, and provideg 
stepping stones which have brought us to where we) 
are today. 


In my address at the 1963 Agent’s Convention I J | 
: phen. ae gan by saying: ‘“‘Something is happening today that. 
Th a ae is has never happened before - my appearance eal | 
hI | Sa rea you at this Convention as President for the firg 
z 4 hho time.” I am equally aware that as I stand here today 
something is happening that has never happened of 
| 


=e — 


fore: this is my last appearance at an MSL Conve | 


tion as President. 


It is difficult to know what to say since there is | 
much that could be said. Naturally, I was tempte® 
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to talk about the achievements of MSL, but the rec- 
ord speaks for itself. I could talk about my accom- 
plishments, but that would be self-serving. 


Several persons suggested that I share my philoso- 
phy and some experiences which might be helpful 
to others. Since I believe the maxim, ‘‘The past to 
be remembered - the future to mold,’’ I will share 
some things that served me well over the years, and 
include some absolutes which cannot change. I hope 
this will be helpful to you in molding your careers 
with MSL. 


When I was elected to serve as President I realized 
that the destiny of MSL was in my hands. This was 
not only a responsibility, but also a tremendous 
opportunity. 


I was aware, too, that what I “thought’’ important 
was, because that would dictate the course that 
would be pursued. I also realized that certain uni- 
versal laws had to be reckoned with which would 
make the difference between success and failure. 
These laws apply to anyone who wishes to succeed 
and be a leader, and all of you are leaders. 


I also was aware that there are certain basic concepts 
which must be recognized. First, ‘“Everyone has a 
right to fail as well as succeed.”’ Second, “You can 
do whatever you want to - good or bad - but you 
must expect the corresponding results.’’ The error 


is to assume you can do whatever you want to do 


and success will follow. This is false. Life pays each 
person exactly what he has earned. Many of the 
world’s most disappointed people are those who get 
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what’s coming to them. Third, ‘‘You cannot blame 
anyone else for either failure or success. You, and 
only you, determine this.’’ Since the beginning of 
time and to the end of time, there is only one you - 
please make the most of your life! 


Here, now, is what I firmly believe. In fact, I be- 
lieve these are universal laws that affect the life of 
every person. They have been very important to me, 
and have helped mold my life. 


THIRTEEN 
UNIVERSAL LAWS 


1. First of all, our primary and greatest responsi- 
bility is to God. Without a right relationship 
with God life is meaningless and without pur- 
pose. 


The Bible tells us in Matthew 6:33, ‘‘But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and all of these things will be added unto 
you.” 


I am a firm believer that we should not pray for 
doors to open, but rather that doors close if we are 
not proceeding in the right direction. 


My entire life has been spent with two companies. 
While in my first position I considered employment 
with another life insurance company. Everything 
progressed on schedule - the city had been decided 
upon, the time of my arrival, etc. Then a final ques- 
tion was raised. 


It was noted that I did not use tobacco, and there 
was no objection. Actually, they commended me on 
this. They then commented that I did not use alco- 
holic beverages. This was fine, but would I object to 
buying drinks for prospective clients and customers 
in order to get business. My answer was that I would 
not do so. That ended our discussion, and I never 
heard from them again. I am glad God closed the 
door because if I had joined that company, I would 
not have known the joy and blessings of being with 
MSL. 


A right relationship with God sets the stage for a 
balanced and successful life. 


2. ATTITUDE: I am convinced that one of the 
most important elements in success is a con- 
structive attitude. Every individual needs to 

Continued on page 7 
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find some pride of accomplishment in what he 
does. Unless you feel that your work has im- 
portance and usefulness to others you will 
become frustrated and ineffective. This I found 
true in my career. 


Your attitude will determine how you deal with cir- 
cumstances that touch your life. 


An optimist has been well described as one who sees 
the opportunity in difficulty; the pessimist as one 
who sees the difficulty in opportunity. Eternal opti- 
mism is a mighty force in making friends and influ- 
encing people. 


I am convinced your attitude will determine the alti- 
tude to which you will rise. Some people are their 
own worst enemy. 


3. CONFIDENCE: We must have an unshakable 
belief in ourselves and in our abilities. 


We must believe we can do a quality job - that we 
are important to the Company, our community and 
the people we serve. We must believe we are making 
a valuable contribution to society. We must enjoy 
competition and not shrink from it. If we believe in 
ourselves we will turn apparent disadvantage to ad- 
vantage. If you never picture yourself as a success it 
is unlikely that you will achieve success. If you 
don’t believe in yourself why should anyone else be- 
lieve in you? 


God has endowed us with talent, some with more 
than others. We must be effective workmen using to 
the fullest the talents which have been entrusted to 
us. You will recall from the parables in the Bible 
that it was not the amount of talents, but what was 
done with them that counted. This makes the dif- 
ference between a leader and a follower. 


I must admit that I never expected to be second, I 
knew I would make my share of mistakes, but fail? 
---- never! 


4. LOYALTY: Loyalty begins with believing. 
Everyone believes something. What we _ be- 
lieve is important. It determines what we do, 
and it determines our attitude. Our degree of 
belief determines how much and the quality 
of what we do. 


There never was a doubt in my mind! Mutual Secur- 
ity Life was the only company for me. Even though 
I was offered a position with another company at 
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three times my earnings with MSL, plus a Cadillac 
each year, there was no question. MSL was for me!! | 


You, too, must believe in MSL. While there are of 
1800 life insurance companies, and many are good, 
none is better than MSL. If you have any dou 

about MSL, you should be with another compang, 
We want everyone with us who should be with us, 
but we don’t want anyone who should be wi 

another company. | 


Recently two LIMRA representatives were in the 
Home Office to review findings of the recent .f 
vey in which you participated. 

They emphasized the unusual belief our agents hd 
in our Company. They also made the followi 
statement: ‘There is a tremendous pride in the 
company and its Christian foundation.” 


In answer to the question, Jf starting again, wou 
you try to join our company?, the favorable re. 
sponse was higher than any other company ever sug 
veyed by LIMRA. | 


On the next comment, Our company has a go 
reputation among the public, only two compa 
had a more favorable response. 


Relative to the statement, The future outlook fq 
our company is good, no other company had as fa 
orable a response. 


| 
We believe in you, too! Our MSL family is the aed 
est. I thank God for you! 


5. COMMITMENT: Commitment consists of call 
viction of purpose, dedication to a cause, anda 
will to succeed. | 


Commitment implies that you have ee 
goal, and will pursue it with a “‘do or die”’ attitude. | 


A committed person will make the necessary sacl 
fices in time and effort to reach his goals. He must. 
be willing to expend the ‘‘extra effort’”’ that makes 
the difference between average performance | 
outstanding performances. | 


pany couldn’t pay much, but would provide oppo h 
tunities. That was good enough for me. I took less 
pay to join MSL than my previous job he best if 


When I was employed by Mr. Rupp he said the oo 


| 
) 
| 


never regretted this. This sacrifice was the best i 
vestment I ever made. 


1 
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A person’s actions are but a reflection of his atti- 
tude. A right attitude cannot be defeated. 


For the committed person each challenge and each 
problem represents an opportunity by which abili- 
ties can be sharpened, talents revealed and capabili- 
ties realized. 


6. ENERGY: A leader must be willing to do 
everything he asks of his followers, and more. 


If he is going to serve he must be able to: work 
harder (in my early employment I worked on the 
average of 60 to 70 hours per week, I’m glad I did!); 
concentrate longer (I was on the road much of the 
time, but when in the city I was at the office until 
ten o’clock most nights. I don’t regret it.); face 
extra danger; carry the extra burden; go the extra 
mile. And be happy doing it. He must abound in 
energy, be an eternal optimist and always enthu- 
siastic. 


This energy comes from within. John Wesley, 
founder of Methodism, was a frail little man only 
5 feet 4 inches tall. But every morning he arose at 
four o’clock, delivered his first sermon at five 
o’clock, and was on the road by six a.m. Every 
day he traveled 60 to 70 miles on horseback, preach- 
ing to anyone who would hear him. At night he sat 
up writing books or composing hymns by candle- 
light. 


In all his 87 years he never once spared himself. 
People loved him and followed him for it, and he 
is remembered today. 


Energy provides the ability to persist in the face of 
frustration and discouragement without becoming 
discouraged and losing sight of your objective. 


7. CREATIVE VISION is a must! 
It is a combination of 


. alertness - recognizing needs 

. imagination - aggressive thinking 

. foresight - sound solutions 

you make the plans - don’t follow the plans 
of others 


(ore w fey (e' 


You are familiar with these words, ‘“‘Without vision 
the people perish.”’ 


8 


There are four kinds of people: those who make 
things happen; those to whom things happen; those 
who watch things happen; and those who don’t even 
know what is happening. 


Creative vision makes things happen! 


8. PERSONAL INITIATIVE: Everything begins 
with your desire and willingness to pay the 
price. The winner of a race comes in first; you 
never win by being second. 


You must do more than you are paid to do. 


Early in my first job the senior member of the firm 
called me into his office. He indicated that he 
thought I had the potential for a good future but 
unless I did more than I was paid to do, I would 
shortchange myself. I appreciated this sound advice. 


Personal initiative is what causes you to do what 
failures don’t do. It has its rewards. 


9. ACCURATE THINKING: A leader must be 
able to 


get the facts 

. reason logically 

. weigh alternatives 
. make decisions 

. act decisively 


oA oR 


10. TENACITY: The capacity to hang on for five 
minutes longer. It makes the difference. 


11. CONCERN: Experience has taught that people 
will not accept or follow anyone unless they 
feel that he cares about them and their prob- 
lems. 


12. MORALITY: A strong code of ethics, strong 
sense of personal integrity. 


13. DETERMINATION: This is the desire and 
willingness to pay the price. It is action. 


The best ideas, plans and opportunities have no 
value unless they are put into operation. Determina- 
tion separates the men from the boys. It eliminates 
doubts. It is do or die! 


A good example of determination is the election of 
Jimmy Carter as President. Four years ago he de- 
termined that he would be President. He planned his 
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strategy and plowed ahead. He was right on sched- 
ule, including winning the election. Anyone with 
less determination would have failed in view of the 
obstacles he had to overcome along the way. 


Determination reduces problems to a size we can 
handle. 


The laws and concepts I have just described are 
largely those which have been found in great meas- 
ure, historically, in all American pioneers and indi- 
viduals. They are the qualities of individual charac- 
ter that have made this country great. 


The frontier today 
has changed... 


The frontier today has changed, but there are still 
frontiers to be conquered. They may not be geo- 
graphical frontiers, but rather frontiers of the mind 
and spirit. And pioneers are needed as never before. 


Our free enterprise system is being challenged in 
many ways, from both inside and outside our own 
country. We have no guarantee that it can be pre- 
served, unless we work harder to preserve it. It is, 
after all, a relatively new ecomonic concept which 
has existed for only a few hundred years - a mere 
moment in the long history of mankind. But, in that 
relatively short time, it has done more for people 
than any other ecomonic system ever devised by 
human mind. It has been a great system so far, and 
has created the highest standard of living and great- 
est freedom of expression ever attained by the hu- 
man race. But it can fail in the future if we don’t 
protect it, and become just another system that was 
tried but which finally failed - like so many others 
before it. 


As a citizen and as a Christian I want to improve 
the lot of those who may be less fortunate or under- 
privileged. But, I don’t believe this can be done suc- 
cessfully in the long run by discouraging or pulling 
down those who are more successful. It can be done 
only by lifting up others, and helping them do a 
better job in their own interests. 


I read an article dealing with our social and eco- 
nomic problems which included the following: 


“You cannot help the poor by destroying the 
rich.” 
“You cannot strengthen the weak by weaken- 
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ing the strong.”’ 
‘You cannot bring about prosperity by dis- 
couraging thrift.” 

“You cannot lift the wage earner by pulling| 
the wage payor down.”’ ) 
‘You cannot build character and courage b 
taking away men’s initiative and indepen 
ence.”’ 

‘“You cannot help men permanently by doing} 
for them what they could and should do fof 
themselves.”’ 


a 


I am convinced that high incentives promote to 
performance. A lack of incentive encourages med 
ocrity. 


Because of a lack of incentives and rewards man§ 
able people today are settling for less than they 
should. As a consequence we all are losing the bene. 
fit of their best talents. Unfortunately today to} 
many people vote for a living instead of working fal 
a living. 


...we are in danger of 


losing our most important 
freedom 


Much is said about protecting the rights and freg 
doms of our society, but we are in danger of losi 
our most important freedom - namely, the freedom ° 
to take a risk, rely on ourselves and stand or | 
h 


the results. One of our inalienable rights is the rig 
to do our own job in our own way and abide by t 
consequences. In other words the right to lose ow 
shirt trying, if that’s what we want to do. | 


Iam concerned that we as citizens must quit looking 
for what we can get from Government and d 
t 


thinking in terms of what we can give. We hear 
much about the rights of citizens, and too little 
about responsibilities. Our freedom has been p 
served so far only because citizens have recognin 
their responsibilities - not because they have th 

rights. 


...life insurance...one of thd. 


(Zimmerman) Geriz. He was the youngest “OF four ahiidrent After attendin 
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greatest bulwarks of our |: 


free enterprise system 


We are in a great business. The life insurance ind 
try as a whole is one of the greatest bulwarks of o 
Continued on page 18 
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(Zimmerman) Gerig. He was the youngest of four children. After attending public 
schools in the Flanagan area, he enrolled in Browns Business College in Bloomington, 
Illinois, where he majored in business. Prior to graduating in June 1930, he accepted a 
position with Capen Insurance Agency in Bloomington. 


On August 19, 1933, at Gridley, Illinois, Les was married to Mildred Mae Ehresman. 
They enjoyed 63 years of married life until Mil passed away on October 12, 1996. In 
April 1946, they moved to Fort Wayne where Les accepted a position with Mutual 
Security Life Insurance Company. He was elected to the Board of Directors in 1950 
and became President and Chairman of the Board in 1963. Upon his retirement in 
1977, he was elected Chairman of he Board. In 1984 he again became President and 
Chairman of he Board. He retired from these positions in 1987. 


Through his friendship with Dr. Milo A. Rediger, Les became deeply involved in the 
life of Taylor University. He joined Taylor’s Board of Trustees in 1955 and became 
Chairman of the Board in 1964, a position he held until 1981. Two special recogni- 
tions by Taylor included being awarded the Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa in 1969 
and having Gerig Hall named in his honor on his birthday in 1986. 


Les developed an interest in politics and remained a committed member of the 
Republican party. His greater political achievements included serving as campaign 
chairman for Dan Coats in his congressional elections (1980-1988), and he also was 
involved in both of Dan Quayle’s congressional elections (1976-1978). 


Les was also involved in the Greater Fort Wayne Chamber of Commerce, Allen 
County Plan Commission, Fort Wayne Leadership Prayer Breakfast, National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals, Religious Heritage of American, and the Washington Leadership 
Prayer Breakfast. He attended eighteen National Prayer Breakfasts in Washington, 
Two special honors included receiving the Religious Heritage Award in June 1973 and 
being named Layman of the year in 1975 by National Association of Evangelicals. 


For 30 years Les and Mil were active at Highland Bethel Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. During this time Les served as Sunday School teacher and Chairman of the 
Board. In 1978 Les and Mil began attending Brookside Community Church, where he 
served as an elder and for four years as chairman of that board. In 1989 he was given 
Elder Emeritus status. He was also very active in Evangelical Mennonite Conference 
serving as Treasurer and a member of the General Board. 


Early in life Les accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior and Lord, In reflecting 
upon his achievements he always gave all of the credit to God, He also gave much 
credit for his success to Mil who walked through life with him as his wife, his friend 
and his confidant. 


Preceding Les in death were his parents and two sisters, Inez and Lorena, Les 1s 
survived by one sister, Sylvia Knuth, and two nieces, Charlotte Perillo and Lois 
Sorenson, He is also survived by a host of relatives, friends and business associates 
who are grateful for his example, his love and his leadership, 


"Then I heard a voice from heaven say, 'Write: blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.' 'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'They 


will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them."" 
Revelation 14:13 
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Mildred M. Gerig was born to Joseph and Anna Ehresman on June 
27, 1910 in Gridley, Illinois. She graduated from Gridley High School 
and attended Brown's Business College in Bloomington, Illinois. On 
August 19, 1933, she married Lester C. Gerig in Flanagan, Illinois. 
They recently celebrated their 63rd Wedding Anniversary! 


Mildred was a great support to Les during his business career and 
retired as an executive secretary at Mutual Security Life Insurance 
Co. in 1963 after 17 years of service. She enjoyed working with the 
public and made everyone feel as though they were family. 


Mildred and Les enjoyed the arts, musical programs at Taylor and 
"eating out" together with friends. She excelled in everything to which 
she put her hand. She was an active member of Brookside Commu- 
nity Church for many years, serving in numerous volunteer capaci- 
ties. 


Mildred is survived by her husband, Lester, three sisters, Esther Phillis 
of El Paso, Illinois, lone Anderson of Eureka, Illinois, and Evelyn 
Nafziger of Gridley, and a brother, Earl Ehresman of Lockport, IIli- 
nos. 


Mildred Gerig will be forever cherished, loved and missed by all! 


Interment will be at the Waldo Township Cemetery in 


Gridley, Illinois on Wednesday, October 16. 
The graveside service begins at 1:00 p.m. 


Mddred's family wishes ta express thecr 
apfipreccatian ta cach of you for your Caue, 
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In Remembrance of a Servant-Leader 


r. Lester CG. Gerig, trustee emeritus, 
D passed away August | at the age of 
86 at Parkview Hospital in Fort Wayne. 
He had served on the ‘Taylor University 
Board of ‘Trustees since 1955. Kor 17 
years he was chairman of the board 
and was subsequently named a trustee 
emeritus. 

“Dr. Gerig was a man ahead of his 
time,” reflects Dr. Daryl Yost, provost/ 
executive vice president. “He was a vis- 
ionary with a heart to serve God and His 
Kingdom and was tireless in his efforts 
to make Taylor University everything 
that God had intended it to become.” 

“Over the years, I grew to love and 
respect Dr. Gerig,” says Nelson Rediger, 
associate executive director of the 
William Taylor Foundation. “I remem- 
ber when in 1960 the old administra- 
tion building burned down, and later 
when Taylor almost moved to Fort 
Wayne, I watched Dr. Gerig’s leader- 
ship in discussing the need for new 
buildings and a commitment to stay 
rooted in Upland. I was impressed with 
his dedication, not only to Jesus Christ, 
but also to Taylor University. 

“Dr. Gerig reminded me of my 
father in his wisdom and soft-spoken, 
gentle voice,” Rediger continues. “In 
everything his attitude was, ‘Do what is 
right.’ He was 100 percent committed 
to Taylor University in his thoughts and 
actions.” 

Dr. Jay Kesler, presi- 
dent, wrote about Gerig: “A 
Christian gentleman and 
business leader, Les Gerig 
moved Taylor University to 
a new level of professional 
management and excel- 
lence. He recognized the 
need for a partnership 
between clergy, educators 
and the business commu- 
nity. | credit Les Gerig with 
building the foundation that 
has allowed ‘Taylor University to 
become the mstituuon that it ism the 
1990s. His legacy is among the greatest 
contributions made over 150 years of 


‘TLavlor University history.” 
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Lesler and \Iildved Mae 


Gerig as newlyweds 


Rosie Kerlin, chair of the Board of 
‘Trustees, drew much inspiration from 
Gerig. “Dr. Gerig was a truly godly 
man a godly leader whose ‘heart 
was made gentle by God.” He was a 
wonderful example of what a Christian 
leader should be,” she writes. “I knew 
and experienced his gentle responses 
and actions in all 
situations in my 
time on the 
Board with him.” 

Gerig was 
preceded in 
death by his wife, 
Mildred Mae 
(Ehresman), who 
died October 12, 
1996. The couple 
shared 63 years 
of married life 
together. 

Gerig was 
born on May 23, 
1911, in 
Flanagan, IIl., to 
Peter and 
Malinda Gerig. 
He was the 
youngest of four children. After 
attending public schools in the 
Flanagan area, he enrolled in Browns 
Business College in Bloomington, IIl., 
where he majored in business and 
corporate law. He graduated 
in 1930. 

During his lifetime, 
Gerig received due recogni- 
tion for his service. In 1964, 
he was presented the 
Appreciation Award by the 
Taylor University Alumni 
Association for his contribu- 
tion to improving the 
University. Four years later, 
he was recognized with the 
Honorary Citizen of Upland 
Award. In 1969, he received 
the honorary Doctor of Laws degree 
from ‘Taylor University. In 1982. he and 
Mildred received the Distinguished 
hriends Award from the ‘Taylor Univer- 


sity Alumni Association. He was also 


Dr. Lester C. Gerig was a long-time Taylor Trustee. 


honored with the Business and Profes- 
sional Leader Award in Insurance by the 
Religious Heritage of America. Gerig 
Hall stands today as a visible testumony 
of his love for ‘Taylor University. 

An active supporter of public and 
community service, Gerig served on 
numerous executive committees. 
Additionally, he 
was a board 
member of 
varlous organiza- 
tions and associa- 
tions including 
the Allen County 
Health Planning 
Council; Fort 
Wayne Founda- 
tion, Inc.; Fort 
Wayne Futures, 
Inc.; Fort Wayne 
Medical Educa- 
tion Foundation 
Advisory Board; 
Junior Achieve- 
ment of Fort 
Wayne and Allen 
County; and the 
Evangelical 
Mennonite Church of North America 
(Fort Wayne). He held memberships in 
Brookside Church, Fort Wayne Quest 
Club, Fort Wayne Rotary Club and Fort 
Wayne Life Insurance Underwriters 
Association. 

Gerig developed an interest in 
politics and remained a committed 
member of the Republican Party. His 
political achievements included serving 
as campaign chairman in Senator Dan 
Coats’ congressional elections from 
1980 to 1988. He was also involved in 
Senator Dan Quayle’s congressional 
elections from 1976 to 1978. 

Gerig is survived by sister Sylvia 
Knuth; two nieces, Charlotte Perillo 
and Lois Sorenson; and a host of 
relatives, friends and business associates 
grateful for his example, his love and his 
leadership. A memorial service for 
Geng was held August 5, at the 
Brookside Community Church in Fort 
Wayne. Lr Tan 96 


Tribute to Lester C. Gerig August 5, 1997 By Donald W. Roth 


I am very blessed and privileged to be adding my tribute to those already shared. 


Les was a man who knew that he had been saved by the shed blood of Jesus Christ. He 
knew that his salvation was by grace through faith. He told me the story of his 
conversion. As a boy attending Salem Mennonite Church, Les was led to faith in Christ 
by his Sunday School teacher, David N. Claudon. When He got home and told his dad, 
his dad reviewed with Les what he had done, and made doubly sure that Les had indeed 
invited Jesus to become his Savior. 


I never heard Les doubt that fact. Neither did I ever hear him take personal credit for it. 
In these last months when he was so ready to go home, he remained confident of this fact: 
to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. 


There were three distinct results in Les’ life that proceeded directly from his relationship 
with Jesus: 

-His commitment to Mil as his wife 

-his respect for his parents, and especially for his dad 

-his loyalty to the church, in its local, denominational and inclusive dimensions 


The last man to serve as his Senior Pastor, John Strubhar, especially appreciated this last 
result. 


My tribute to Les is in the form of a letter I have written to him. It reads: 
Dear Les, 


From Day 1 of my life you and Mil were there for me. The proof of this is the gift tag in 
my baby book, indicating that I received a gift from you at my birth. Mil was Dad’s 
cousin in the Ehresman family and you were Mom’s cousin in the Gerig family. In 
practice, however, you were more like my uncle and aunt. As the yeas went by you two 
became another Dad and Mom to me. 


As achild my Mom taught me to know and love all my relatives. She had a special place 
in her heart for your parents, Uncle Pete and Aunt Malinda, and for you, Lorena and 
Sylvia. Beyond that, she told me that when I grew up I should pattern my life after you. 


In 1946, when I was 10, you and Mil moved from Illinois to Fort Wayne. All of us in 
Illinois watched with pride as you rose to prominence with Mutual Security Life 
Insurance Company. In those years you looked larger than life to me; a man I respected 
but could never relate to. I never dreamed that some day God would lead me to Fort 
Wayne, and that he would wind our lives together. 
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After arriving here I began to see a lot of you and Mil. Almost everywhere I went, you 
two were there. Our lives intersected in family, church and community events. I looked 
forward to each of those times, and valued our growing relationship. But there was an 
inequity: you had so much to offer me and I had so little to give to you. 


You generously and lovingly introduced me into your various worlds: business, politics, 
higher education, NAE, Religious Heritage and Washington, D.C. You listened to my 
questions, corrected my assumptions and stretched my perspective. 


Over the years there were 3 distinct chapters in our togetherness that I want to mention: 


1) Your first retirement, beginning in 1977. You had time for me and we did a lot of 
breakfasts and lunches. I asked questions and you shared your life with me. I 
learned so much and felt very close to you. In retrospect those were several 
wonderful years. 


2) My pastoral role in your life, beginning in 1978. How privileged and unworthy I 
felt in that role. However, you encouraged me and expressed your support for me. 
You also threw your time, energy and giftedness into the ministry. And you did 
this not only for me, but also for my successor. Even in these last weeks you were 
anticipating the arrival of your new Senior Pastor. 


These last 5 years as one of your caregivers. I well remember your 59" wedding 
anniversary. You asked Mil whom she wanted to spend it with and she said, 
“Maureen and Don.” We went to Fort Wayne Country Club and had one more 
wonderful dinner there. Later tat evening, in your home, you posed the question, 
“Would we give some help to you and Mil as you got older and less independent?” 
How hard that was for you, both then and in these last five years. 
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More recently I have watched as life has become more difficult for you. Your 
mobility, your eyesight, your hearing and your memory were all failing. You knew it, 
we knew it and together we tried to compensate. During these times you were given 
great care by Max and Sharon Ehresman, Gloria and Harold Gerig, and Daryl and 
Jonita Yost, as well as Maureen and me. We all loved you and felt grateful to share 
life with you. 


It took your last illness for me to fully realize how deeply you impacted my life, how 
much I love and respect you, and how greatly I will miss you. 


I am grateful for who I was in your life. I always wanted to make you proud of me. I 
know you were. I want to follow your example, by reaching out to younger men, and 
providing for them this mentoring-fathering relationship. 


Good-bye, Les! I know you’re in heaven with Jesus, with Mil and with your parents. 


I’m coming some day, and I know you’ll be there, as you always have here, to 
welcome me with open arms. Until then, I love you, and thank God for you. 
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MARY GERIG 


Henry Gerig 
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THE FAMILY OF HENRY AND MARY (GERIG) GERIG 


Amanda Luella Gerig 


m: 


Dec 14, 


1926 


Elmer Alexander Adreon 


AMANDA LUELLA GERIG 


m: December 14, 
Elmer Alexander Adreon 
A. Mary Amanda Adreon 
B. Ronald Lee Adreon 
me Jul 4, 1964 
Karen Sue Rinard 
ale Andrea Sue Adreon 
ims ewe yeh, al 'Sisjal 
Carl Louis Burns 
awe Patrickew Louis Burns 


b. Katilyn Marie Burns 


2% Ronald Lee Adreon, Jr. 


Tracey Rae Adreon 


m: 


Otel) 5), 


1984 


James Martin Amstutz 


a. Ranae Marie Amstutz 


Ronald Lee Adreon 
ans Wyehe Mp. ab 


June Marie 


(Pelkie) 
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GERIG SISTERS 
Left to right: Mary. Emma. Lizzie 
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Left to right: 
Amanda Adreon. Elmer Adreon. Mary Gerig 


Back: (left to right) Harry Gerig. Mabel Gerig. Amanda Gerig 
Front: Ceft to right) Lizzie Becker, Lizzie Gerig. Mary Gerig 
Child: Wilmer Becker 
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Three Generations 
Left to right: Mary Amanda Adreon 
Amanda (Gerig) Adreon, 
Mary Gerig 
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ster Park 


IN MEMORY OF 
Amanda L. Adteon 


0 


xX 


DATE OF BIRTH 
June 24, 1903 


DATE OF DEATH 
September 18, 1980 


PLACE AND TIME OF SERVICE 
Evangelical Mennonite Church 
Woodburn, Indiana 

Monday - September 22, 1980 
1:00 P. M. 


MINISTER OFFICIATING 
Rev. Eark Cecil 


in Memory of 
Elmer A. Adreon 


Born 
June 15, 1893 
Died 
April 4, 1984 
Age 
10 yrs. 9 mo. 19 days 
Funeral Services 
1:30 p.m. 
Friday 
Voodburn Evangelical 
Mennonite Church 
‘lergyman Officiating 
Rev. Earl I. Cecil 
Final Resting Place 
sreenlawn Memorial 
Park Cemetery 
ineral Conducted By 


rper & Son Funeral Home 
New Haven, Indiana 


. m7 * - UT ial 
\ ; cy 34 ¢ van acy it A) ean 
Ps 7 7 


a : ?, vim di 


ae 


2 o 
ho? fom f > 
ad a” a! tia aa 4 . r ‘ ‘ ” y a 4 4 be ae Aa 
Aaron” eoetawe! 6 p Hi Ny ae | 
ce ee ak ee a a scout Ref ir Cy 


Sy 
xa Vat mes) vate 
saokt lesan coe Oe 
wn nid : orzedt we)’ oJ 


Math 


John H. and Lizzie 
(Gerig) 
Sertg 


he at acta st : 
en LAA 
i 7 4 
a oT Tr Ap 
Ait - a Uh a 
DRY ber GALL 
t 7, A Api aias a 
oy ' rf «es 
' 
‘ > 2 < i. ee ae 
sy, ANY ‘ye j ha F 4 Dy i et ay o j “4 * y - 7 ss 
i tal SE 7 ‘ : | : 
‘ » » ‘ Bim Nae . 7 ‘a9 mh \ ght / i) m4 x ie y ‘, 
“F f 7 ‘ : 
Nw own 
’ ase 
| m - ag* hy oped 7 
Tt Wee ee >. 
7 oy "Pay is C7 _ 
a - ie iat a ny sy 
- * ‘4 Py - pa 2 
z . t< « relate. a's 
yy A Pal Peer =) Af ~ AJ 


. ™~ 
hh 


_ 


‘ 
4" 
4 
Lo’ 
ep 
: 
f 

‘ 


THE FAMILY OF JOHN H. AND ELIZABETH (GERIG) GERIG 


JOHN H. GERIG Jey! 
Mite Piel tee LS), er) 5 

Elizabeth Gerig bY 

I. Harry Joseph Gerig 1B 
Tiseee uc Lacie oe 

Ida Kathryn Ehresman De 

2. Mabel Fanny Gerig De 
Nic tae eOry Loo 2 

Earl Myron Brown jaye 

HARRY JOSEPH GERIG eye 
Tee ict rae ee eo 32 

Ida Kathryn Ehresman Ie), 

A. Harold Wayne Gerig Da 
m: Feb 9, 1954 

Gloria Ellen Basting by. 

1. Debbra Kay Gerig br 
Men cU Une Zea L973 

Victor Cedric Potts De 

a. Angela Kay Potts b. 
me wun 7), 1996 

Lester Monroe Kienel b. 


(1) Aleshia Michelle Kienel be 


b. Alisha Marie Potts Dre 
Tie ia Vea OOS 
Jeremy Ian Shramek Da 


(1) Kayla Marie Victoria Shramek 


(2) Katelin Rose Shramek De 

(3) Lydia Kathryn be 

c. Amanda Joy Potts |e 

2. Jennifer Kay Gerig b. 

te Feb 15491975 

Gordon Lynn Colson De 

a. Corrie Ellen Colson ley 

b. Renee Grace Colson be) 

c. Seth Gerig Colson me 
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a. Emily Jean Gerig 
b. Harold Andrew Gerig III 
Joseph Wayne Gerig 


Gloria Nellie Rosa Gerig 
es Ope bol AY, alehey:! 


Christopher Andrew Birkenbeul 


a. Jackson Robert Birkenbeul 


b. Alexis Grace Birkenbeul 
David Jon Gerig 

m:” Feb 25, 1995 
Stephanie Marie Leu 


a. Tyler Jon Gerig 


b. Brooke Ann Gerig 


Ivan Richard Gerig 


m: Feb 20, 1960 


Sharon Jean Remenschneider 


biy 


Todd Alan Gerig 

Nive Mave.o 7a 964 
Faith Renae Gardner 
a. Brittany Lynn Gerig 
b. Alexis Renae Gerig 
c. Dylan Todd Gerig 
dad. Anthony Richard Gerig 
Teri Lynn Gerig 

Mey OCC Matos. 
Craig Alan Fox 
a. Benjamin Jeffrey Fox 
b. BrycesMitchell Fox 
Timothy Jon Gerig 

Meal. 22k ooo 
Susan Elizabeth Olwine 
a. Kristen Elizabeth Gerig 


b. Morgan Nicolle Gerig 


c. Joshua Timothy Gerig 


Jerry Dean Gerig 


Mee AUG See So, 


Christine Carpenter 
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Mark Shinzo Kittaka 
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(2) Abbey Kay Kittaka 
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Shirley Blake 
a. Steven Ryan Gerig 
Donald Alvin Gerig 
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E. Dennis Melvin Gerig 
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Patricia Lee Harris 
1. Lori Marie Gerig 
MABEL FANNY GERIG 
MaeeMale 20,6 lOs.2 
Earl Myron Brown 
A. Clarence Earl Brown 
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Evelyn Elizabeth Blanchard 


1. Dennis Claire Brown 
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201 


Aug 


Jan 


Sep 


Jul 


Jan 


Apr 


Nov 


Dec 


Aug 


Sep 


Dec 


Jun 


Feb 


(Oshe 


Feb 


Jun 


Apr 


Apr 


Jul 


Nov 


Aug 


OGE 


Jun 


Jan 


Aug 


OGE 


24, 


9, 


Zo, 


20s, 


oy 


aie; 


Loy 


20; 


5, 


2a; 


LD) 


6, 


A, 


PPA 


Pars} 


4, 


8, 


OK 


#21 Nr 


L2H 


By 


1, 


1, 


30% 


5, 


8, 


Boe 


P69 


TOTS 
1944 
1945 
1964 
ESok 


82 


1984 


Loos 


190 


1996 


9 Gi. 


22 Ou 


1994 


TO96 


boc MAS. 


1946 


1944 


1949 


Sa 4 


1922 


EURO ‘Tesi 


sis FE 


1932 


£258 


d. 


d. 


ole 


Sep 27, 


Feb 5, 


Opel, ALS} 


1968 


1988 


LI36 


Marsha Marie Sargent 
a. Scott Andrew Brown 
b. Timothy Patrick Brown 
Sherwood Patrick Brown 
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Luanne Petome 
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m: Jun 2, 1984 
David John Grofuert 


a. Jennifer Lynn Grofuert 


b. John Paul Grofuert 


Ruth Marie Brown 
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Marvin Wesley Rice 


Sandra Lee Rice 
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David Allen Adkins 
a. Christine Lynnette Adkins 
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Cheryl Marie Brown 
a. Dylan John Brown 
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Rodney Leroy Snyder 
a. Tiffany Lynn Snyder 
b. Nicholas Lyle Snyder 
Diane Lynn Snyder 

m: Jun “Ls, 1994 
Dean Jay Hemmseth 
a. Lindsay Marie Heemseth 
Paul David Brown 

m: 
Victoria Rocha 


a.  wvweremy Lee ‘Brown 


b. Kimberly Sue Brown 
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Left to right: Lizzie. Harry. Mabel. John 
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THE SONS OF HARRY AND IDA GERIG 
Left to right: Jerry, Donald, Harold, Dennis. Ivan 


THE J.H. GERIG FAMILY 


Willis Knight . 


The family of Harry and Ida Gerig 
Left to right: Ida. Ivan. Don. Harold, Denny. Jerry, Harry 


Lizzie Gerig with Harold and Ivan 1941 


The Family of Earl and Mabel Brown 
Left to right: Clarence. Mabel. Ruth. David. Earl 
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Elizabeth Gerig and Grandchildren 
Left to right: David Brown. Harold Gerig. Lizzie Gerig. Clarence Brown, Ruth Brown 


Lizzie Gerig 
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On left: Kate and Christ Schlatter 
On Right: Lizzie. John. and Harry Gerig 


Ida and Harry Gerig 


Harold Gerig 


Lelt to right: Harry. Ida. Sylvia. Mil. Les 
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YECEMBER 27, 1918. 


Death of John Hl. Gerig 

This commnoity learned with 
surprise of the suddcn death of 
Mr. Gerig at his heme. He with 
his family tived near this vi'lage 
for several ycars, when they mov- 
ed last autumn to their Iate boro. 
Jobn H. Gerig was botn Moy 
11, 1878 in Waldo township just 
south of this villaee, end died at 
Edgerton, lod. Dee. 9, 1918 
When 7 years old be with his pa 
rents moved to Pike towo. March 
15 1903 be was upited in mar- 
riage to Miss Lizzie Gerig of 
Woodburn, Lid. Tothis union 
was born to children—Harry Jos- 
eph, and Mablo Funny, who with 
his wifesurvive him. Besides, be 
leaves his mother, 5 brothers, & 
sisters and other 
friends. 
‘ters preceded him in death. For 
many years he was a membar of 


the Defensecless Mennonite church. 


which faith be lived fai his, to 
the end. 

Funeral services were conduct- 
ed at the residence, and at Wood- 
burn church Revs. Bon Oyer aad 
Androw Yagey officiating. Inter- 
ment at Woodburn. 


Peter and Chris Gerig; and three 
‘brothers in law, 3. K., Joho 
and Dan Gerig. 

Among otbers attending from out 
of town were M:8 Fannie Gerig, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Zimmerman, 


Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gerig, Christ. 


Gerig,, Mary Gerig and Peter S 
Oyer of Flanagen; and Mr. ma 
Christ Becker of Chenoa. . 


relatives- anc | 
His fatbor and two S9's-. 


Pallbearers | 
were three brothers Joseph M.,. 
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Lizzie Gerig, daughter of Joseph and 
Katherine Gerig, was born October 17, 1881 
near Grabill, Indiana, and died at the home 
of her ‘son near Woodburn, Indiana on De- 
cember 25, 1946, at the age of 65 Youre: Bec, 
months and ‘eight days. ; 4 

“On March 15, 1903 she was reriterl in mar- 
riage to John H. Gerig of Cheona, Illinois. 
To this union two children were born. One 
son, Harry, of Woodburn, and one daugh- 
ter, Mabel, who preceded- her in death on 


' July 13, 1936. Her husband also preceded 


her in death on December 9, 1918. 

Besides her son, she is also survived by 
eight grandchildren, two. brothers, John. 
Gerig of Woodburn, and Dan Gerig-of Gra- 
bill; and two sisters, Mrs. Katie Schlatter of 
Harlan and Mrs. Mary Fielitz of Grabill. At 
an-early age she accepted Christ, as her per- 
sonal Saviour and united with the Defense- 2 
less Mennonite. Church, of. which she. .re-. 
mained. a ‘faithful ‘member until death. For, 
over thirty years ‘she. suffered. from arthritis, . 
and tor about twelve years she. ‘was an in-. 
valid. ‘ During ‘these many “years she bore 
her~cross of suffering patiently and cheer- 
fully. With great victory in her soul and 
with: praise ‘upon her’ lips continually, she 
proved: a:great blessing and inspiration to 
all who came.in, contact with her. Her- 


presence will be greatly missed, especially 
by her immediate family, to whom she 
brought so much cheer, as well as to a great 
host of friends to whom she had greatly en- 
deared herself. 

Funeral services were conducted on Fri- 
day, Dec. 27, in the afternoon first at the 
house then at the Woodburn Mennonite 
Church by Rev. E. Rocke, the pastor. Fu- 
neral text was from the latter part of Num. 
23:10. “Let me die the death of the right- 
eous, and let my last end be like his!” In- 
terment was beside her husband in the cem- 
etery a few miles northwest of Woodburn, 
Indiana. 


WOODBURN COUPLE TO CELEBRATE 


A union that started back 
in the 1930’s has stood the 
test of time up to the pres- 
ent day and now that Sp bes 
is celebrating their 60th 
wedding anniversary with a 
family dinner, '- =. _—— 
~ It all started around 1930, 
give .or take a year, when 
Harry J. Gerig noticed a 
beautiful girl by the name 
of Ida, attending the 
Woodburn Mennonite 
Church. This first meeting 
soon blossomed into a full- 

bloom love. affair and it 

wasn’t long until he asked 

her to be his bride and she 

said, "yes!". The date they 

_ chose for their wedding was 

Easter Sunday, March 27, \ 
1932. They are still mem- 

bers and attend the same 
church. 

To Coe Tit at 

ial day, the family wi 
hold a family dinner in the 
Woodburn Community Cen- 
ter at noon on Sunday, 
March 29. : 

‘Strange as it may seem, 
both Harry’s and -Ida’s 

families moved to Indiana 

from Illinois. Harry moved 
to the Woodbum area in 

1918 and Ida went the long 

route from Illinois in 1916 

to Missouri, then Ohio and 
finally ending up at 

Woodbum.:. ~~ : 


60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY - 


Jerry of Kennesaw, GA, 
Donald of Greenwood and 
Dennis of Fort Wayne. 
They also have 15 grand- 


children and 13 great-grand- 


children. | 


The Gerigs were farmers 
and purchased a 160-acre 
farm near Woodburn which 
he farmed. for quite a few 
years and.then he also start- 
ed driving a bus. for the 
Woodbum school, He then 
gave up his bus’ driving 


_ position for that of janitor at 

_ the Woodlan High School 
-- and Ida-also worked there:. 
~ in the'cafeteria;* “:s°: > ~ 

'-- Born to this union were 


five sons: Harold of Wood- 


“burn, Ivan of New Haven, 


PAE 


Mrs. MABLE FANNIE GERIG-BROWN, daugh- 


ter of John H. and Lizzie Gerig, was born in’ 


Livingston County, Ill., October 1, 1912, and 
died in the Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., July 15, 1936, at the age of 23 years, 9 
months and 15 days. In a revival meeting con- 
ducted by Rev. B. E. Rediger from April 21 to 
May 10, 1925, Mable was converted and ac- 
cepted Jesus as her Saviour, and was baptized 
May 23rd, 1925, in.the Mennonite Church in 
Woodburn, Ind. 

Mable was united in marriage to Earl M. 


- Brown, March 26th, 1932, and to this union 
three children were born. Her father, John H. 


Gerig preceded her in death in 1918, when-she 


‘was only six years old. 


Those left to mourn her early death, are her 
husband, Earl M. Brown; three children, Clar- 
ence, Ruth and David, besides her mother Liz- 
zie Gerig and one brother Harry J. Gerig, at 
Woodburn, Ind., also many-relatives and friends. 

She was a faithful wife and a devoted moth- 
er, and since converted in her early life, she 
loved her «Bible to the end. 


The family wishes to thank the friends and 
neighbors for their sympathy and floral offer- 
ings. 

Funeral services were in charge of Rev. Har- 
old Fraker, assisted by Rev. Clarence Gerig. 
Interment at the Mennonite Cemetery. 


THE SHADY LANE HOME 
Three Gerig Families Lived Here 
Joseph M. 3 John H. and Chris 
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KEVELATI 


Zion Lutheran Church in 
Woodburn is restoring a 
mural and other treasures 
that have been hidden under 
paint for decades. 


By Kevin Kilbane 
of The News-Sentinel 
arold Gerig stood high on a ladder 
working alone late one night, when the 
image began to emerge. 
Older members at Zion Lutheran 
Church on Bull Rapids Road had told him that 
angels once gazed down on the sanctuary from 
the domed ceiling over the altar. While painting 
the wall nearby, Gerig detected the outline of an 
artist’s canvas smothered under the old olive- 
green paint. 

Geng, who is a painting contractor, artist 
and Missionary Church minister, carefully 
began brushing thin coats of paint stripper on 
the canvas area, wiping off the stripper immedi- 
ately to keep it from damaging any image 
underneath. Each application softened the green 
paint. Then, using sculpting tools, Gerig 
painstakingly scraped away the last of the green 
paint, revealing the faint image of a small 
cherub. 

After a week's worth of standing on ladders 
and scaffolding, Gerig had uncovered another 
cherub and two head-and-shoulder depictions of 
angels. Higher on the wall, he discovered a 
painted banner written in German, the church 
See ZION, Page 7FP 


Harold Gerig 
applies gold leaf 
as he restores 
Zion Lutheran’s 
altar. The original 
gold leaf had 
been painted 
over, possibly 

in the 1950s. 


Soaring 
spirits 

What: Zion Lutheran 
Church will celebrate 
the rededication of 
its 96-year-old church 
with a service and an 
open house. The con 
gregation expects an 
overflow crowd for 
the service. 


When: Service 
10 a.m. Sunday; 
open house 1-4 p.m. 


Where: 7616 Bull 
Rapids Road, north 
of U.S. 24 East, 
about one mile east 
of Maumee Center 
Road. 


Artist Harold 
Gerig's oil paints 
infused life and 
dimension into a 
wood carving of 
the Last Supper 
in the altar at 
Zion Lutheran 
Church on Bull 
Rapids Road. 
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Photos by C. Somodevilla of The SESE 
Harold Gerig’s discovery of angels and a banner over the altar at Zion Lutheran Church 
near Woodburn has helped spark a physical and spiritual renewal at the 96-year-old 
church. 
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ZION: 


A revelation has 


occurred there 


> From Page 1F 
founders’ native tongue. He also 


found the outlines of two larger an- 
gels that may date back to the turn 


of the century. 


The discoveries sent spirits soar- 


ing at Zion Lutheran, whose red- 


brick facade, white trim and 90-foot 
steeple have stood since 1902 like a 


beacon overlooking the Maumee 
River north of Woodburn. 


“We have been waiting for this,” 


Zion’s pastor, the Rev. David Trip- 
lett, says. 

Like many rural congregations, 
the 300-member church has strug- 
gled in recent years to preserve its 
vitality. 

Work, children’s activities and 
other tasks compete for people’s 
time and interest. Congregation 
members direct much of their time 
and 60 percent of the church’s 


$200,000 annual budget toward op- 


eration of Woodburn Lutheran 
School, which Zion co-sponsors fi- 
nancially with Christ Lutheran 
Church in Woodburn. Church 
maintenance usually had to wait. 

“We felt bad about the way the 
church looked,” Triplett recalls. 
“That created tension.” 

It took an 8-foot section of plas- 


ter ceiling crashing down in August 


to nudge members into action. 


uncovered the original yellow pine, 
he kept going. 

By the time the congregation 
holds its rededication service Sun- 
day, Nahrwold and 15 other church 
members will have invested more 
than 500 hours in stripping and re- 
finishing the woodwork surround- 
ing the church’s doors, choir loft 
and ornate stained-glass windows. 

‘T tried to involve as many peo- 
ple as possible so they can have 
ownership,” Nahrwold says. “It is 
really pulling the church together.” 

Project coordinator Schlie says 
the work has refocused Zion mem- 
bers’ priorities. 

“We had a lot of people say, 
‘Let's do this project or that pro- 

ject,’” Schlie says. “I think we 
needed that center again. We need- 
ed to get back to our roots. 

“This is our witness to the 
world,” she adds, “that God is most 
important.” 


The congregation originally 
planned only to repaint and repair 
the sanctuary. They hired Gerig 
and his son, David, to do the paint- 
ing. But once he started, Harold 
Gerig saw the potential for more. 

“I had seen closed churches that 
looked more alive,” says Gerig, 62, 
who has painted signs, billboards 
and buildings since graduating 
from the Fort Wayne School of Art 
as a young man. 

But it was the discovery of the 
angels that really energized the 
congregation. 

Gerig, who also dabbles in fine 
art and sculpture, quickly deter- 
mined that the two large angels — 
probably the original art over the 
altar — could not be restored. But 
he used his fine-arts skills to match 
colors and resurrect the cherubs 
and half-bodied angels. 

He restored the banner, whose 
German letters again triumphantly 
proclaim, “Blessed Are They Who 
Hear the Word of God and Keep 
It.” He also touched up a triangle 
and rays of light that represent the 
Christian trinity — God the father, 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit — 
and he added a backdrop of clouds. 

Zion leaders initially suspected 
their forebears painted over the 
banner and angels in the 1940s out 
of fear that they would be labeled 
Nazi sympathizers, says Melody 
Schlie, who has been coordinating 
the restoration work. The congre- 
gation conducted services in Ger- 
man into the early 1950s. 
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But members recently found | 
photograph from a 1957 weddir 
that shows the angels and bann 
on the ceiling. A photograph talg 
a year later shows the artwork 
been painted over in green. 

“What I have been hearing igs 
was the style (then) to paint ey 
thing, and they painted every- 
thing,” Triplett says. 

Gerig also suggested restorin; 
the altar. Originally trimmed i 
gold leaf, it had been covered cog 
pletely at some point with a tex. 
tured white paint. 

Gerig stripped off the old paiff 
repainted it a satiny white and 
highlighted its decorative trim — 
again with shimmering gold les 
He also revived a 50-year-old w@ 
carving of the Last Supper mow 
ed in the altar’s base. 

Gerig used oil colors to give Ji 
sus and the disciples bright red | 
green, blue and gray robes. He 
even corrected an error: The origi: 
nal artist gave the apostle John, | 
blond hair. Gerig says Jewish pe 
ple at that time had dark or red& 
hair 


~ “Tt has been one of the most | 
projects we have done,” he says. § 
has been one of the most reward 
projects. ... It is going to spill int 
their lives spiritually.” 
Seeing the change unfold rall@) 
Zion members to roll up their # 
sleeves and help. Veterinarian Da 
vid Nahrwold, for example, origi 
nally planned to strip paint off j 
the church’s doorways. But once il 
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Chris and Mary Ann 
(Litwiller) 


Gerig 
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THE FAMILY OF CHRIS AND MARY ANN (LITWILLER) GERIc 


CHRIS GERIG 
ms) ‘Sep’ 20, 1906 
Mary Ann Litwiller 
13 Viola Mae Gerig 
Nemepep 15, 1927 
Elden Wayne Roth 
2. Lullian Bernice Gerig 
Ms oep 5, 1928 
Ezra Stucky 
VIOLA MAE GERIG 
Dee S DEL Soe LOZ 7 
Elden Wayne Roth 
A. Donald Wayne Roth 
Tie” Lae a oye 96 . 
Maureen Kay Rupp 
Be Marilyn Mae Roth 
Meee Mar 92 57 esL956 
Richard Lee Oyer 
1. Brenda Lee Oyer 
m: Aug 20, 1995 
Mark Lee Birkey 
2. Linda Mae Oyer 
Me eeDre22,) 1989 
John Chong Hoon Chae 
a. Justin John Chae 
b. Ryan Christopher Chae 
3. Janet Sue Oyer 
RieeoCt 1, e986 
Curtis Michael Cartolano 
a. Melinda Sue Cartolano 
b. David Michael Cartolano 
4. Cindy Jo Oyer 
Tismuaiie 2OiF 98.7 
Michael Andrew Heiniger 
a. Andrew Michael Heiniger 
b. Kara Nicole Heiniger 
c. Megan Jo Heiniger 
Ce Margery Lou Roth 


me -Aug?27, 1960 


Roger Kay Frey 
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Jan 
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Feb 


Feb 
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ies 
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1962 


1948 


iS he | 


1988 


1995 


Loo 5 


1988 


1. Cary David Frey 
Ms wwUuL sO, 298s 
Kimberly Ann Hartke 


a. Tanner David Frey 
2. Kyle Dean Frey 
3. Craig Dallas Frey 


m: Sep 5, 1998 
Kendrea Jean Schroeder 


D. Elden David Roth 
ma §Sep! 2071-1969 
Judith Evelyn Johnson 


1. Ryan David Roth 
2. Trenton Donn Roth 
HA Cheryl Ann Roth 
Mee Boe Lee 
Earl Ivan Cecil 
1. Angela Beth Cecil 
Wc UG) eck ed od a 
Andrew James Isbell 
a. Alexander James Isbell 
b. Adria Beth Isbell 
2. Aric Nathan Cecil 
my May Vad uo 
Tiffany Diane Mylott 
3. Andrew Jon Cecil 
4. April Joy Cecil 
LILLIAN BERNICE GERIG 
Mie eSCDeo pe Lo2s 
Ezra Stucky 
A. Jean Kathryn Stucky 
Mie NOVO LoS 
Leon Wayne Folkers 
T, Jerry IvanwWelichkote 


m2 “Augi21,ai970 
Sandra Lee Keith 


a. Jeremy Shawn Velichkoff 


m: Jun 10, 1996 


Delinda Jane Calderini 


b. Kimberly Joy Velichkoff 
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Teresa Lynn Stucky 
Julie Ann Stucky 

m2 Feb'-237 81990 
Jeffrey John Babecki 
a. Allyssa Elaine Babecki 
b. Amber Marie Babecki 


Richard Ramond Stucky 


Patricia Jane Stucky 


Roger Carl Stucky 


m: Dec 26, 1965 


Bonita Mae Koerner 
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Return of a Marriage to County Clerk. 
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. Full Name of GROOM. L. GBD Gd SLB LG ne 
«Place. of Residence... aed Coens 
« Occtepation...2....... 
» Age next Bina 


1 
2. 
3 
4 
5. Place of Birth...... 
G 
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. Father's Name .... 
. Wother’s SS 
. Number of Groom’s Marr. TOGGrs, 2 
Full Name of BRIDE Lie 

Maiden Name, if Gy Vi AOU, acs dee 


10. Place of Residence.. see 
IJ. Age next Birthday. Afra! years, 
12. Place of Birth ...... (adalat 


14. Mother’s Maiden Nam. 
15. Number of Bride’s Marriage ..../ 
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Ezra. Lillian, Viola, Elden 


Viola and Lillian Gerig 
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g with Jean Stuck 


Ann Geri 


Mary 
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Left to right: Marilyn Roth, Mary Ann Gerig holding Richard Stucky, Jean Stucky, Viola 
Roth holding Margery Roth. Chris Gerig hold David Roth. Don Roth 


FOUR GENERATION PICTURE 
ary Ann Gerig holding Jean Stucky Left to right: Viola Roth. Chris Gerig. 


Marilyn Over, Brenda Over 
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Elden and Viola Roth 
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Ezra and Lillian Stucky 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 


WHO WILL ENTER? 


In Rev. 21, we read about a city, 
one that is foursquare and that has 
no need of the sun, nor the moon. A 
city built of precious things, the walls 
are of jasper, the streets are pure 
gold like unto clear glass. We are 
also told that there is no need of a 
light there, for Christ, the Lamb of 
God is the light. 

The thing I am interested in is, 
who shall enter into this holy place. 
As this is not for man to judge we 
will let the Bible answer. The Word 
is truth and can never be wrong, 
therefore we deem it wise to heed 
its admonition. It speaks of only two 
ways. The one is described as being 
narrow and the other broad. We are 
traveling one of these by choice. We 
have power to accept or reject. Happy 
is that person, who like Joshua can 
say, “As for me and my house we will 
serve the Lord.” The wisest thing 
anyone can do is to follow the Lord 
and walk in the light He sheds upon 
our pathway. We are also encouraged 
to trust in Him and bring our needs 
to the One that is able to help. Jer. 
17:7: “Blessedistheman that trusteth 
in the Lord, whose hope the Lord is.” 
This promise and hope is for every- 
one. There are those who think that 
by doing some good deed or by not 
doing evil they will be saved. Others 
tell us that by doing the best they can 
and know how or by joining some 
church they will be prepared for the 
coming of the Lord. A certain lady 
lay dangerously ill. Her neighbor 
being heavily burdened for her 
soul, asked her if she was ready to 
die. “Why certainly, I have been im- 
mersed and a member of the church 
these years.” The above mentioned 
things are good, but they are not sal- 
vation. The first need of every lost 
soul is to accept Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour, to be born again, then 
these other things will follow, be- 
cause they are commanded in the 
Word. Some try to tell us that we 
cannot know if we are saved until 
we pass out of this life. I thank God 
for the words found in Rom. 8:16: 
“His spirit beareth witness with our 
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spirit that we are the children of 
God.” Again in Acts 26:18 Paul tells 
us he was sent to the Gentiles to open 
their eyes and to turn them from 
darkness unto light, from the power 
of Satan unto God. Does this not 
prove that when a soul is saved they 
will know? When lightentereth,dark- 
ness must flee. In I Peter 2:9 Peter 
commands that we should show forth 
the praises of Him, who has called us 
out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. Jesus speaking in John 8:12— 
“I am the light of the world, he that 
followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life.” 
Would to God that every Christian 
would walk in the light as He is in 
the light. 


Once again let us consider what the 
Word sayeth concerning those who 
cannot enter the Holy City. Rev. 
21:27: “And there shall in no wise 
enter in anything that defileth, 
neither whatsoever workethabomina- 
tion or maketh a lie.” There are three 
specific things mentioned in this 
Scripture, things that defile, that 
which worketh abomination, andliars. 
There are many things that can de- 
file us. In Mark 7:20-23 Jesus says 
it is that which proceedeth out of man 
that defiles him. Out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, for- 
nications, murders, thefts, covetous- 
ness, wickedness, deceit, an evil eye, 
blasphemy, pride, foolishness. Unless 
our hearts are cleansed of these 
things they will creep out sooner or 
later. 


He that worketh abomination — 
Prov. 17:15. He that justifieth the 
wicked and condemneth the just is 
an abomination to the Lord. Prov. 
11:1. A false balance is an abomina- 
tion to the Lord. Christians need to 
watch themselves carefully. They 
may be honest and desire to be, yet 
it is so easy at times to take the ad- 
vantage for self. Recently I heard 
two men making a deal. The pur- 
chaser, while buying, foundevery kind 
of fault with the thing he desired, but 
as soon as it was his, it was worth 
twice the amount he paid for it, in 
the same condition. It is so easy to 
leave a false impression or mix the 
truth, anything to free us. Jno. 2: 
21. I have not written unto you be- 
cause ye know not the truth, but be- 


cause ye know it, and that no lie is 
of the truth. To be guilty of a lie is 
wrong, regardless of the occasion. 
Rev. 21:8. And all liars shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth 


with fire and brimstone. This verse 
puts lying on an equal basis with 
every other evil deed. Eph. 4:25. 


Wherefore putting away lying speak 
every man the truth with his neigh- 
bor. 


Again we are in danger of not lov- 
ing our brethren who may see or act 
differently than we do. This also 
should not be. Too many professing 
Christians are in the habit of watch- 
ing someone’s life, merely to find 
fault or criticize. Instead of seeking 
to help and strengthen the weak, they 
feel themselves superior. Criticism 
of individuals often leads to criticism 
of the church. A superiority of feel- 
ing toward the church leads to a neg- 
lect of the church and its functions, a 
Staying away from the communion 
table. Why not heed the advice of 
Paul in I Cor. 11:28. But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread and drink of that cup. 
However this is difficult to do if we 
feel we are righteous and others guil- 
ty. 

Again referring to Rev. 21:27 and 
the question who will enter — we 
find these words, “But they which 
are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life.” Here we have the final answer 
regardless of what we may think or 
do or desire to do. Our names are 
placed there when we are saved and 
filled with His Spirit. They remain 
there if we continue to walk in the 
light. 

There is only one way to God. John 
10:9, Jesus says “I am the door, by 
me if any man enter in he shall be 
saved.” Acts 4:12, “Neither is there 
Salvation in any other, for there is 
none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be 
saved.” 


I am thankful that there is hope for 
such that feel and know they have 
failed. The wise thing to do is to 
come to God and confess. 


II Cor. 3:2. Ye are our epistle, writ- 
ten in our hearts, known and read of 
all men. A careful study of this text 
reveals the fact that others know and 
read our lives. What folly to boast of 


aver 
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our good deeds, when God and 
fellow men often know our lives be: 
ter than we do ourselves. of 
speaking in Matt. 7:20 says “by tit 
fruit ye shall know them.” 

In closing may I call your att™ 
tion to the final judgment scene 
pictured by Christ in Matt. 25: 34-4) 
Here we have two classes of peog 
before the Judge. One, who | 
served God and his fellow ma ) 
humility, gladly, sincerely and wij. 
an honest heart. Astounded at ] 
blessed words of the Master, they & 
“When did we these things?” and t} . 
Master answereth, “Inasmuch as | 
did it unto the least of these ) 
brethren ye did it unto me.” | 

The other class having lived s . 
ishly, feeling superior to their # 
low men, immune to their needs an 
Suffering are also astonished at | 
Master’s words as He conden 
them to everlasting punishmef 
Their question is, Master, when sa 
we thee an hungered, thirsty, § 
stranger, or naked, or in prison? Thi 
answered the Master, “Verily I se 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it N@ 
to one of the least of these ye aif 
not to me.” 

Brethren, if we are really living 
God and Him only then boasti 
about ourselves has come to an en | 


In closing may the blessings of | 


= . = 


Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ r 
upon you all and the year 1939 
spiritually successful for you. 


Respectfully submitted, } 


Chris Gerig, : 
Flanagan, 


‘onal 


| 


If your subscription has expired 
is about to expire please pay your] 
cal solicitor, or send the remittance 
the business manager, E. E. Zimmel_ 
man, Groveland, Ill. Be so kind am. 
do this immediately. 


| 


| 


| 


It is reported that the Los angi 
Ministerial Association made an ir | 
vestigation to find how many king) 
of religion there were in the cit# 
They found, among other things, the | 
there were 120 pagan societies holg) 
ing regular meetings in and about of 
city.—Christian Faith and Life. 
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MY DESIRE 


This is my desire and aim 

This year I will no one blame, 

But I will pray for them instead 

That His grace by everyone can be had. 
One unkind word I will not speak, 

The best for others I will seek. 


When I hear some bad report 

Then I will take it to the Lord. 

I will not spread the report around, 
Silence will be far more sound, 

And it is far more pleasing too 
Than the way the people do. 


This is my desire and aim 

To ask for help in Jesus’ name, 

And what I won't be able to do, 

The Lord by grace will help me through. 


I must search my own héart, 
Before on others I start, 

In myself this can't be done 

It is only through God's Sone 
Our humbleness must be real 
Before we can live out our zeal. 


In the year of nineteen fifty-two 

I hope and pray we this can do, 
Confess our faults one to another, 
By that means we'll have less bother. 
Christians, we owe that to the Lord, 
For it's written in God's Wordo 


By Chris Gerig 
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SeUBne aly. S<cull ogo Gl “To usr 
And 
MeGr lit lic feu W- O-r Sah i p 


Pebruary 25, 1962 


Sunday School $: 30 


Offering - Church Extension 


Worship Service 10: 30 


Plano frelude 


Doxolo:ty 

Invocation 

lymn Stand Up, Stand t!p for Jesus 60 
Announcements 


worship Frfering 
Special Music 


Scripture Reading 
Pastoral Prayer 
Choral Response 


Choir 
Message Christian Counsel 


Hymn Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 65 
Benediction 


Postlude 


Evening Service 7:00 


Departmental Sessions 
C WB ~ The Jet Cadets will present a program 


Evening Message - Norman Grusy will present their 
Mission work. Norman and Marilyn are in charge of a 
work at Shephardsville, Indiana. 


Wedne sdayr Svening 7:00 
ETTA Bible Class - Josiiva and Judges 
Choir Practice 


Thursday March 1 - The Senior Ladies 4id reets all day. 


February 26, 27, The Annual Christian Workers Convention 
will be held at the Evanzelical Mennonite Church at 
Woodburn, Indiana. 


A Word of Thanks for the prayers, cards and kind remb- 
erances while in the hospital and since returning 
home. - Opal Geriz 


Rev. and Mrs.. KRaymond Nelson send greetings to the 
church via Bara Geri: who was in their meetings at 
Wauseon Ohic. 


NO GOOD IN MAN 


I find that in self there is nothing ood, 
And that it is nard to do what 7 should 
And to live a Godly life, is hard to do. 
Knowing I am helpless all the way through, 
Rut when I think what all God has done in 
Giving us the Rest; His own dear Son, 

Who never was guilty and never did sin, 
For He is the one we all should trust in. 


No zreater love than His has ever been shown, 
And no such a Saviour has ever yet been known. 
In ages to come as well as those past, 

He only our Advocate, and ever will last; 

Our only Hope and the only Vay, 

How Wonderful He is throughout life's dark day. 
All power He has in heaven and earth, 

And will give to all men who come the new birth. 


~~ Chris Gerig ,1880-1962 
May the Lord comfort the bereaved . 
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South View of the Home 


THE EVANGELICAL MENNONITE 


E. E. ZIMMERMAN, Genere}+-Memager 
Aeiso 


Peoria, Illinois ae /9L5° 
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Mr. and Mrs. Chris Gerig from the local church, 
moved into the farm house March 1, 1941. Mr. 
Gerig has, since that time, had charge of the farm 
work, and has very successfully carried out any 
carpenter duties that have presenred themselves be- 
sides the farm work, the Home being fifty years 
old is constantly in need of repair. 


opened the way for us to come. We moved over 
the same Spring, and we enjoy to help along with 
the work. 

We feel that it is a work that is worth while, 
and as we see unfortunate children brought in 
from time to time we are reminded of the words 
of Jesus found in Matt. 18:5: ‘And whoso shall 


Mr. and Mrs. Chris Gerig 


Mrs. Gerig has been very faithful in helping 
along with the mending in the sewing department 
and any other duties that were assigned to her. 

Here.is their picture and personal testimony. 

“In the Spring of 1941, there was a vacancy to 
be filled here at the Salem Children’s Home. 

The need was presented to us, and the Lord 


SALEM CHILDREN'S HOME 


receive one such little child in My name receiveth 
Me.’ 

And we do testify to the truth of the words of 
God concerning His presence with us as in Exodus 
33:14: ‘\M[v presence shall go with thee, and I will 
give theearest... 


Mr. and Mrs. Chris Gerig. 
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Chris Gerig 
Answers Final 
Call Tuesday © 


Well Known Retired Man 
Passes Away In Gridley; Last 
Rites Are Held This Friday 


an 


Chris Gerig, a native of Waldo 
township, and former Flanagan res- 
ident, died Tuesday.afternoon at 
4:00 o’clock at the home of his 
son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ezra Stucky in Gridley. He 
passed-away at the age of 82 years, 
one month and three days. Mr. 
Gerig had been in failing health for 
several months. 

‘Funeral services will be held on 
~ Friday morning at 10:00 o’clock at 


the Salem Evangelical Mennonite | 
church. The Rev. John Lehman | 
will-officiate. Burial will be in the | 
| tery. — 


Waldo cemetery. be 


Visitation was at the Froelich | 


Memorial home in Gridley, after 
3:00 o’clock Thursday afternoon. 

Chris Gerig, a son of Joseph and 
Fannie Roth Gerig, was born in 
Waldo township, January 17, 1880. 
On September 20, 1906, he was mar- 
ried.to Mary Litwiller. They farm- 
ed in Pike township, and in 1918 | 
moved to the farm where Roy 
Roeschleys now live. In 1923 they 
moved to Flanagan into the home 
now owned by the Gurdon Goulds. 
In 1941 they moved to the Salem 
Children’s home where Mr. Gerig 
served as farm manager for a num- 
ber of years. Mrs. Gerig passed 
away January 8, 1948. 

Mr. Gerig moved to Flanagan af- 
ter the death of Mrs. Gerig, resid- 
ing in the home where the Delbert 
Augsburgers live. For the past sev- 
eral years he-has lived at Gridley 
with his sons-in-law and ‘daughters, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Stucky and Mr. 
and Mrs. Elden Roth. 

Mr. Gerig was a pleasant man to 
meet and visit with. He was a suc. 
cessful farmer, and a hard worker. 
In later years he worked about 
Flanagan as a carpenter, and was 
a conscientious tradesman. 

Surviving are two daughters, 
Mrs. Elden (Viola) Roth, Mrs. Ezra 
(Lillian) Stucky, both of Gridley; 
two brothers, Peter, Flanagan; Ben 
¥., Pontiac; two sisters, Mrs. Mary 
Gerig, Mrs. Lizzie Becker, both of. 
Woodburn, Ind.; eight grandchil- 
dren, and five great grandchildren. | 
He was preceded.in death by three | 
brothers, Joseph, John and Jacob ' 
Gerig, all of Woodburn, Ind.; five | 
sisters, Anna and Lydia, in infancy, | 
Mrs. Lena Zimmerman, Flanagan; | 
Mrs. Katie Becker and Miss Emma | 


Chris Gerig 
Passes Away 
Funeral Set 
For Friday ~~ 


Chris Gerig, 82, a life-long 
resident of the Gridley area, 
died at 3:40 p.m. Tuesday af- 
terncon at the home of his 
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ezra Stucky. 

Funeral services will be at 
10 a.m. Friday at the Salem 
Evangelical Church with the 
Rev. John Lehman officiating. 
Burial will be in Waldo Ceme- 


i Visitation will begin at 3 
p.m. Thursday at the Froelich} 
Memorial Home in Gridley. He 
will ibe taken to the church at 
9 a.m. Friday to lie in.state un- 
til time for the funeral rites. 

He was born Jan. 17, 1880, in; 
Waldo Township, the son of 
Joseph and Fannie Roth Gerig. 

He married Mary Ann Litwiller | 
on Sept. 20, 1906 at Meadows. | 
She died Jan. 8, 1948. 
_ Mr. Gerig .farmed in this 
area for many years. He was 
employed .by the Salem Chil- 
dren’s Home at Meadows for 7 
years, from 1941-48, at which 

;iime ‘he retired and took up 

Pate in Flanagan. He was 

'also engaged in carpenter work 

‘for .many years, moving to 
Gridley in 1955. i 

‘He is survived by two daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Viola (Eldon) Roth 
and Mrs. Lillian (Ezra) Stucky, 
both of Grjdley; two brothers, 

Peter, of Flanagan and Ben F.! 
of Pontiac; two sisters, Mrs.! 
Mary Gerig and Mrs. ‘Lizzie | 
Becker, both of Woodburn, Ind.; 
eight grandchildren .and five 
great grandchildren. | 

He was preceded in death | 
three brothers and five sisters. 
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, Chris Gerig 


Chris Gerig was the fifth son born to 
Joseph and Fannie Roth Gerig, Jan. 17, 
1880, in Waldo Township, on the original 
homestead. 

On Sept. 20, 1906 at the Salem church 
he was united in marriage to Mary Ann 
Litwiller, who also was a native of that 
community. They were the parents of 
two daughters. They farmed in Pike 
township and a number of years later 
moved to a farm a mile N.E. of Flan- 
agan where they lived until they went 
several years later to reside in the vil- 
lage of Flanagan. From there on Mar. 1, 
1941 they went to the Salem Children’s 
Home, remaining there seven years un- 
til his wife died, Jan. 8, 1948. He was 
farm manager and she helped with the 
housework, especially sewing. 

After the death of his wife he resided 
for 18 months with his youngest daugh- 
ter and her family until he again re- 
turned to Flanagan where he remained 
until he went to Gridley spending one 
half of his time with each of his two 
daughters. For several years after the 
death of his wife he did carpenter work. 

In his young manhood he accepted 
Christ as his Saviour and then became 
a member of the Evangelical Mennonite 

[Salem] Church. He served his church 
and conference in various capacities as 
deacon for about 37 years, Sunday 
School teacher 25 years, sometimes sub- 
stituted in the absence of the pastor, or 


othcr places, director of the Salem Chil- 
dren’s Home for a few years, conference 
delegate for many years, and often 
giving advice in important matters. He 
served his Lord faithfully which was his 
greatest desire. He was a loving hus- 
band and a kind father. For the last 
few months he was in failing health. 
Quite unexpectedly in the afternoon of 
Feb. 20, he went to he with his Lord. 
He reached the age of 82 years, 1 
month, and 3 days. “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints.” ~ Ps, 116-15 

Surviving are the daughters, Mrs. 
Elden [Viola] Roth, Mrs. Ezra [Lillian] 
Stucky, both of Gridley; eight grand- 
children, five great grandchildren; two 
brothers, Peter of Flanagan, Ben of 
Pontiac; two sisters, Mrs. Mary Gerig, 
Woodburn, Indiana; Mrs. Henry [Lizzie] 
Becker, Antwerp, Ohio, besides other 
relatives and many friends. Preceding 
him in death besides his parents were 
three brothers, John, Joseph and Jacob 
all of Woodburn, Indiana; five sisters, 
Anna at six years, Lydia in infancy, 
Mrs. Lena Zimmerman of Flanagan; 
Mrs. Katie Becker and Miss Emma 
Gerig both of Gridley. 

Funeral services were conducted Feb. 
23, at the Salem church by the pastor 
Rev. John Lehman, assisted at the 
cemetery by Rev. E. M. Rocke of Mor- 
ton, Illinois. Burial was in Waldo ceme- 
tery 142 mile west from the church. 
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Mary Gerig, daughter of David and Maria 
(Rediger) Litwiller was born near Gridley, 
Ill., Nov. 29, 1889 and passed away in Peoria, 
on Thursday, Jan. 8, having reached the age 
of 58 years, 1 month and 10 days. 


She accepted Christ as her Saviour in ear- 
ly youth and united with the Salem Mennon- 
ite church of which she remained a faithful 
member until death. 


_ On Sept. 20, 1906 she was united in mar- 
riage with Chris Gerig. Two daughters were 
born to this union. 

She will be remembered as a kind and 
considerate wife and mother, having a con- 
stant concern for the welfare of her children 
and grandchildren. She was also a willing 
and sincere worker in the church as long as 
her health permitted. 


She leaves to mourn her departure her 
sorrowing husband, 2 daughters, Mrs. Eldon 
Roth of Gridley and Mrs. Ezra Stucky of 
Chenoa; 2 brothers. Joseph Litwiller of 
Archbold, Ohio and Chris of Berne, Indiana, 
and 3 sisters, Mrs. Eli Oyer of Olivet, IIL, 
Mrs. Benj. Gerig and Miss Magdalena Litwil- 
ler of Pontiac, besides 8 grandchildren and a 
host of relatives and friends. One sister and 
a brother preceded her in death. 

Funeral services were held at the Salem 
Mennonite Church, Sunday, Jan. 11, in 
charge of the Pastor, Rev. H. E. Bertsche. 
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WIFE AND MOTHER 
April 11, 1948 


It is just three months ago today 
We laid our wife and mother away; 
A saintly wife and mother was she, 
And very sweet and precious to me. 


But now she is in the better land, 
For God came down and took her hand. 
"Your time is up, my child," said He; 
Thou shalt forever dwell with me. 


There was nothing we could do or say 
But let the dear Lord have His way. 
His way is best, though we cannot see 
Why He so soon would take her from me. 


Her time here on earth was well spent; 
Faithful and true was she till she went; 
A mother and wife so sweet and dear 
While she was living with us down here. 


What shall we say, what shall we do? 
Lord, be pleased to help us through, 
That I may true and faithful be, 
Since every promise is for me? 


Lord Jesus, tell our darling dear 

We miss her much wnile living here; 
Down here we also shall prepare 

To meet our darling and wife up there. 


As we are traveling on our way, 

Dear Lord, we miss her every day; 
We'll meet her in her home above, 

Where all is peace, where all is love. 


Some day, some time, we will understand, 
For on His promise we can depend; 

For every one of them is true, 
They fail us not, but help us through. 


Some day, our darling, we shall meet 

On the beautiful, beautiful, golden street; 
Up there where there shall be no night, 

Where Christ Himself shall be the Light. 


Lord, give us faith; in Thee we trust 
In alu_our trialsyerorsinourartaiust, 
No error, Lord, hast Thou ever made; 
Thy help is never too long delayed. 


-- Chris Gerig & Family 


Rise Up and Call Her Blessed 


... Proverbs 31:28 


Never und- 
erestimate the 
influence of a 
ox a ees Ril Wey 
mother. Such 
an influence 
could be at- 
tested to by 
many in the 
ranks of 
EMC. Becky 
Gates re- 
cently  inter- 
viewed Don 
Roth, pastor 
of Brookside 
EMC; Dave 
Roth, con- 
ference trea- 
surer; and 
Cheryl (Roth) 
Cecil, pastor’s wife from Woodburn EMC. Represent- 
ing their sisters, Mrs. Roger (Marjery) Frey and Mrs. 
Richard (Marilyn) Oyer, these three reveal the impact of 
their mother’s life on the lives of her children and ‘“‘rise 
up and call her blessed.”’ 

Along with her husband, Eldon Roth (described by 
his children as carefree, contented, faithful, and hard- 
working), Viola created an atmosphere of encourage- 
ment, stimulation, security, and challenge in the home. 
Each of her children know the Lord and serve Him in 
various capacities. Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Roth are mem- 
bers of the Salem EMC Church in Gridley, Illinois. 


What is your earliest childhood memory involving 
your mother? 


Cheryl: Being the youngest, I probably remember 
having my mother a little bit more to myself than the 
others did. I can remember days of sending all the 
others off for a day of school and feeling pretty lucky to 
have my mom’s attention just for myself. 1 remember 
her taking time to do puzzles and other special activities 
with me. 


Dave: Being the fourth child in five or six years, I 
have an overall impression of Mother being very busy. I 
do have a really strong impression of her being available 
to us. I remember her as being a reader who would sit 
down with us and read. 


Do you remember any particular books? 


Dave. Sugar Creek Gang books! Those were number 
one. 


Cheryl: Later on when Marj and I shared a bedroom, 
even though we were older, Mother would come in and 
read that series to us. It was very special. 


Don: My very earliest memory of Mom was when I 
was four years old. She lead me to accept Christ as my 
Savior in the farm kitchen in front of the cook stove. I 
SPRING 1983 
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also agree with Dave that one of the earliest memories is 
the reading that she did with us, which was mostly in the 
evenings. In addition to the Sugar Creek Gang, I re- 
member the Egermeier Bible Story Book and the 
Mother Goose Book for a change of pace. 


Dave: Mother had a strong purpose about where she 
was going and about where she expected us to go. I 
don’t remember a day when I wasn’t conscious that she 
had a level of expectation for us. She expected us to live 
up to what God had in mind for us. 


Don: | agree. Two things I have always reminded 
Mom that she decided for me were that I was going to 
Wheaton College and that I would be a minister. She 
claims that she didn’t, but as far back as I can think it 
had to be her influence. 

I think one of the ways that she implemented her pur- 
pose was through radio station WMBI. It was on con- 
stantly during the day. In the summer it carried Winona 
Lake Bible Conference sessions. I know that this was a 
very strong influence on my life. Remember Sunday 
afternoon’s Old Fashioned Revival Hour and Aunt 
Teresa, Cheryl? That was as regular as Sunday School 
and church. 


How was your mother different from mothers of your 
peers? 


Don: | always thought Mom was more strict than the 
mothers of my friends. She took hard lines on the langu- 
age we used and on making sure that we prayed, read, 
and memorized Scripture. She insisted on us listening to 
WMBI instead of WLS, or a couple of the popular 
secular stations. I think that she was more demanding 
spiritually and morally of us than some other mothers 
may have been. 


Cheryl: I always knew that Mother was going to be 
there when I got home from school. A few of my 
friends’ mothers worked and my friends had to let 
themselves in when they got home. I was glad to know 
my mother would be there and often would have spe- 
cially baked cookies awaiting for us. I knew that she 
really put her family first. 


Dave: Those last words, family first, sum it up. My 
mother’s future was in her home and in the church, 
which was second both geographically and in terms of 
importance. Between those two areas she could find 
about all the fulfillment she needed. Also, where her 
limited resources as a farmer’s wife and mother of five 
may not have allowed her to do certain things, some of 
them were going to be accomplished through her chil- 
dren. 


Can you relate some of the specific traits or words of 
your mother which influenced you in your present adult 
role? 


Cheryl: Mother used objects from everyday life to 
teach lessons and spiritual truths. I remember her doing 
this frequently. Once when she was sewing, Dave said, 
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“‘I am so bored!’’ It was raining outside and there was 
nothing to do. Mom encouraged us to find something in 
her sewing box to occupy our time. She pulled out a 
magnet and touched it to some pins. She likened this to 
what Christ will do when He comes for us. Now as a 
parent, I find myself relating common objects around 
the house to a truth I want to pass on to my children. 


Dave: One of the things that has affected me as a 
parent is that Mother took firm and balanced action 
when I did things she did not appreciate. I try to practice 
that — to hear both sides out before going on a tirade. 


Don: I was one of two strong-willed: children in the 
family. There were times of tension between Mom and 
me. One of her approaches was crying. When she cried, 
I knew I had overstepped my bounds, and all of the guilt 
that I could muster would come to the fore. I’d be ready 
to surrender my cause. The other thing that I remember 
her saying is, ‘‘Your wife will correct you if you don’t 
listen to my correction.’’ I used to think that wouldn’t 
be true, but it has been! Another statement she repeated 
was, ‘‘You need to confess this to the Lord.’’ She put 
heavy emphasis on going to the Lord and straightening 
out whatever was troubling that relationship. 


What other contributions did your mother make to 
prepare you for independence? 


Cheryl: The one I can remember came at a point when 
I needed to be independent. Being away from home my 
first year out of high school, I was more homesick than 
I would admit. I would go home on weekends and be re- 
luctant to return to my apartment and job. She would 
say, “You have a job. You need to stick with it. People 
are counting on you.’’ That helped so much. I know I 
would be defeated today if I had quit in the middle of 
that year. 


Dave: From the time I was four or five, I’d have to 
stay with Cheryl until she fell asleep for her nap. I re- 
member planting potatoes. All of us kids got involved in 
the garden. And I herded cows at an age when I think I 
would never put my boys out with that size of cattle. 
From fifth grade on, it was a paper route. Mother told 
me she never had a chance to go to college. If I wanted 
to go, I needed to start saving money. She helped me do 
what I couldn’t do myself. Every Saturday morning, 
we’d sit down and count out the rolls of quarters and 
turn the money in to the Panagraph. Those responsi- 
bilities at various stages of my life helped me. 


Don: Mom assigned responsibilities, but she also en- 
couraged me to make my own decisions; if she didn’t 
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like them, I knew it. But she didn’t make them for me. 
She also said, ‘‘Finish what you start. Choose what you 
are going to start, but if you start something, make sure 
that you bring it to a point of completion.’’ Always 
there was a strong emphasis on serving Jesus Christ. 
That was the central point around which all of life re- 
volved. 


What devotional model did she provide for you? 


Dave: We mentioned the reading. It was a kind of 
combination of devotional and fellowship time. I think 
deeper than that was a sense of her living and fellow- 
shipping with Christ as she went through a day. 


Don: I agree. There was not a twenty-minute period 
that I was aware of, but in all of the listening to the 
radio, her regular church attendance, and in devotional 
times with us, she communicated that developing a re- 
lationship with Christ was very important. She spoke of 
the relationship with God that she had and what it 
meant to her. Much of what she conveyed to us was fall- 
out of her mother’s example with her. I think maybe a 
devotional model was even more pronounced with her 
mother whose Bible I have. The underlining indicates 
that there was an immense amount of time spent in the 
Word. We’re at least the third generation who bene- 
fitted from that. 


Cheryl: Her example continues. It has been reassuring 
to me to know that Mother and Dad are praying for 
their family and that they are reading the Bible together 
now. I called home a few days ago and Mother said, 
“‘We were just getting ready to start our devotions.”’ 
For whatever else may or may not have been done, that 
to me serves as a strong example. 


If you have to choose five adjectives to describe your 
mother in summary, what would they be? 


Cheryl: One would definitely be loving. Dedicated. 
Caring. Available... 


Dave: I'll add to that highly principled. Gentle. 


Don: Sensitive. I say that in the sense of getting her 
feelings hurt very easily. That wasn’t always positive. 
And determined. I saw her as a very determined person 
who would eventually realize her goals. 


The influence of this mother is multiplied daily 
through her personal life and the lives of her children 
and thirteen grandchildren. Never underestimate the 
influence of a godly mother. 


Daily Leader, Pontiac, Il. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Elden W. Roth | 


Gridley coup ap 
wed 50 years — 


GRIDLEY — Mr. and Mrs. 


Elden W. Roth of Gridley will 
celebrate their 50th weddding 
anniversary with an _ open 
reception from 2:30 to 4;30 p.m. 
on Sunday, Sept. 18, at the 
Community Hall in Gridley. 

Mr. Roth and the former 
Viola Mae Gerig were married 
Sept. 15, 1927, at Flanagan. 
They farmed north of Gridley 
until 1950 when they moved to 
Gridley. 

The couple has two sons; 
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Donald W. and E. David, both 
of Fort Wayne, Ind., and three 
daughters; Mrs. Marilyn Oyer 
of Gridley, Mrs. Margery Frey 
of Normal, and Mrs. Cheryl 
Cecil of Woodburn, Ind. They 
have 11 ‘grandchildren. 


Viola M. Roth 


MEADOWS — The funeral of Vi- 
ola M. Roth, 85, of 15 Burt Village, 
Meadows, formerly of Gridley, a 
homemaker and former piano 
teacher, will be at 11 a.m. Friday 
at Salem Mennonite Church, rural 
Gridley. 

The Rev. George Craig will offi- 
ciate. Burial will be in Waldo 
Township Cemetery, rural Gridley. 


Visitation will be from 5 to 8 p.m. 


today at Froelich Memorial Home, 


Gridley, and from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Friday at the church. 


Mrs. Roth died at 5:45 p.m. 
Tuesday (June 22, 1993) at Mead- 
ows Mennonite Home. 


She was born Sept. 10, 1907, in 
Pike Township, Livingston County, 
a daughter of Chris and Mary Ann 
Litwiller Gerig. She married Elden 
W. Roth Sept. 15, 1927, at Flan- 
agan. He died March 2, 1988. 


Survivors include three daugh- 
ters, Marilyn Oyer, Gridley; Marge 
Frey, 1509 Fort Jesse Road, Nor- 
mal; and Cheryl Cecil, Morton; two 
sons, Donald Roth, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and David Roth, Leo, Ind.; 
one sister, Lillian Stucky, Burt Vil- 
lage, Meadows; 13 grandchildren; 
and five great-grandchildren. 


Mrs. Roth studied music and 
gave private piano lessons in Grid- 
ley. She was an avid gardener, and 
especially enjoyed flowers. 


She was a member of Salem 
Mennonite Church where she was 
church librarian, correspondent 
and taught a Sunday school class. 


Memorials may be made to her 
church or to the Alzheimer’s Unit 
at Meadows Mennonite Home. 
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Elden W. Roth 


GRIDLEY — The funeral of 
Elden W. Roth, 86, of Gridley will 
be at 11 am. Saturday at Salem 
Mennonite Church, rural Gridley. 


The Rev. George Craig will of- 
ficiate. Burial will be in Waldo 
Cemetery, rural Gridley. 


Visitation will be from 3 to 5 and 
7 to 9 p.m. today at Froelich Memo- 
rial Home, Gridley, and for one 
hour before the service Saturday at 
the church. 


Mr. Roth died at 8:50 p.m. 
Wednesday (March, 2, 1988) at 
Meadows Mennonite Home. 


He was born Dec. 2, 1901, in rural 
Gridley, a son of Daniel and 
Barbara Ehresman Roth. He mar- 
ried Viola M. Gerig on Sept. 15, 
1927, in Flanagan. She survives. 


Also surviving are three daugh- 
ters, Marilyn Oyer, Gridley; Cheryl 
Cecil, Morton; and Marjorie Frey, 8 
Hawthorne Drive, Normal; two 
sons, the Rev. Donald, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and David, Leo, Ind.; four 
brothers, Harley, Flanagan; Levi, 
Meadows; Chester, 1105 Westview 
Drive, Normal; and Claris, Gridley; 
and 13 grandchildren. 


Two brothers preceded him in 
death. 


Mr. Roth was a member of Salem 
Mennonite Church. He worked at 
Hart-Carter Co., Gridley, and at Ul- 
rich Manufacturing in Roanoke. 


Memorials may be made to the 
Salem Church Mission or to 
Meadows Mennonite Home. 
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Ezra Stucky 


CHENOA — Ezra Stucky, 92, of 
R.R. 1, Chenoa, died at 3:15 p.m. 
Friday (Feb. 3, 1995) at Meadows 
Mennonite Home, rural Chenoa. 


His funeral will be at 11 am. 
Monday at Salem Evangelical 
Mennonite Church, rural Flanagan, 
the Rev. Willie Hunter and the 
Rev. Earl Cecil officiating. Burial 
will be in Waldo Township Ceme- 
tery, rural Flanagan. 


Visitation will be from 3 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday at Froelich Memorial 
Home, Gridley. 


He was born May 29, 1902, in 
Berne, Ind., a son of Christian and 
Katie Stuckey Stucky. He married 
Lillian Gerig Sept. 5, 1928, in rural 
Flanagan. She survives. 


Also surviving are a daughter, 
Jean Folkers, El Paso; two sons, 
Richard Stucky, Glen Ellyn, and 
Roger Stucky, Bloomington; two 
sisters, Arminda Sommer, and Si- 
Iva Dubach, both of Berne, Ind.; 
seven grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren. 


He was preceded in death by two 
brothers and three sisters. 


Mr. Stucky was a member of the 
Salem Evangelical Mennonite 
Church, rural Flanagan. He farmed 
until 1951 and later worked for 
Hart, Carter Manufacturing, Grid- 
ley, and Ulrich Manufacturing, 
Roanoke. 


Memorials may be made to his 
church or Meadows Mennonite 
Home. 


MR. AND MRS. EZRA STUCKY 


Ezra Stuckeys observe 


50th anniversary, Sept. 5 


Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Stucky of Gridley will 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5. 

Ezra and the former Lillian Gerig were 
married Sept. 5, 1928 at the home of the bride’s 
parents, in Flanagan. They were attended by 
Mr. and Mrs. Elden Roth. 

They are the parents of three children, 
Mrs. Leon [Jean] Folkers, rural Minonk, 


Richard, Glen Ellyn, and Roger, Rohner 
Park, Calif. There are nine grandchildren. 

Their children hosted a family dinner at th 
Palamar in Pontiac on April 30. The occasio) 
was also a farewell for the Roger Stuckys, wh 
moved to California in May. 
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Henry G. and Lizzie 
(Gerig) 
Becker 


THE FAMILY OF HENRY AND ELIZABETH (GERIG) BECKER 


ELIZABETH GERIG b. May 20, 1881 cs opbbel Aky/ alexey(sy 
m: Feb 6, 1918 

Henry G. Becker be Jan t27 eso Cee DeCe A. 1 O64 

i Luella Mae Becker b. Dec 14, 1918 Ge, sabeCe 14),-1918 

2 Wilmer Roy Becker b. Bvan.26/;/ se920 dee NOV 12, 51968 
m: 

Mary Evans De d. Seo epee 1990 
LUELLA MAE BECKER Die eDecr 14) 91:8 a IDYeve} abyss alsalts: 
WILMER ROY BECKER De advan 26, 1920 Gam Nov 12 21968 

m: 
Mary Evans Dy 
A. Cynthia Ann Becker be §Sepe1, 41946 
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BULLETIN 


The Lizzie Becker Estate from 
Woodburn, Indiana has arrived and 
we can now report the High School 
Girls Cottage is completely paid for. 
How grateful we are to God for 
those who are willing to share their 
possessions so that those who are in 
need can have the opportunity of a 
normal life and receive training 
which prepares them for a better 
future. During a period of 2 years 
over $77,000 has been given for this 
project. May God bless each and 
everyone who has helped make this 
cottage a reality. 


Lizzie Becker 


Lizzie Becker, born M2y 20, 1881 
in Gridley, Illinois, died June 17, 1966. 
She had been living at the Glenacres 
Convalescent Home in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, but was hospitalized for a 
few weeks prior to her death. She was 
preceded in death by her husband 
Henry G. Becker in December, 1964. 
Surviving are a son Wilmer of Rich- 
mond, Indiana and grandaughter Cyn- 
thia of Fort Wayne, a brother Peter 
of Flanagan, IIll., and sister, Mrs. 
Mary Gerig of Woodburn, Indiana. 
Mrs. Becker was a member of the 
Woodburn Church where funeral ser- 
vices were held June 19, with Rev. 
Clair Bixler officiating. 


baggie 1s forthe 


Wilmer Becker 


Graveside services were at ll 
a.m. today in Woodburn Menno- , 
nite Cemetery for Wilmer Beck- | 
er, 48, of 2004% South Calhoun! 
St.. who was found dead in his: 
apartment about 8:30 p.m. Thurs-; 
day. 

Mr. Becker had been dead an| 
estimated two to four days. He| 
was on a_ davenport covered | 
with a blanket. A portable tele-, 
vision set was running. He had | 
been in ill health including a' 
diabetic condition. 

_ Dr. Gordon .Franke, County 
Coroner, attributed death to nat- 
ural causes, 

Memorial services will be at 
2 p.m. Sunday in Woodburn Men- 
nonite Church. Arrangements 
were by the Schilb Funeral | 
Home, Antwerp, O. He is sur-, 
vived by a daughter, Cynthia 
Becker, Fort Wayne. 
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Emma Gerig 


Emma Gerig, daughter of Joseph and 
Fanny Roth Gerig was born Sept. 22, 
1883 in Waldo Twp. several miles SE 
of Flanagan, Illinois. As a young girl 
she had a delight in helping those who 
were in need. When still a young lady 
she receive her diploma from _ the 
Chatauqua School of nursing. After- 
wards she made good use of her ed- 
ucation as a practical nurse in minister- 
ing to the physical needs of others. 

In her younger years she accepted 
Christ as her personal Saviour and be- 
came a member of the Salem Evangel- 
ical Mennonite Church of which she re- 
mained a loyal member. Later she de- 
dicated her life to the Lord’s service 
and was directed to do Home Missionary 
Work. 


She was a worker at the Salem 
Children’s Home for about two years. 
For approximately 30 years she did mis- 
sionary work in Chicago, operating her 
own mission for a few years and later 
was affiliated with other missions in 
the city. 

In 1954 she moved from Chicago to 
Flanagan and in 1957 to Gridley. 


Sunday, November 1 approximately 
three hours after a tragic highway 
accident near Flanagan, she quietly 
passed to her eternal reward to be for- 
ever with the Lord whom she dearly 
loved. She attained the age of 76 years, 
1 month and 9 days. 

Surviving are four brothers, Jacob, 
Woodburn, Indiana; Peter, Flanagan; 
Chris, Gridley; Ben F., Pontiac; and 
two sisters, Mrs. Mary Gerig and Mrs. 
Henry Becker both of Woodburn, Ind., 
and several neices and nephews. 

In addition to her parents, four sisters 
and two brothers preceded her in eath. 

Funeral services were conducted 
November 3 at the Froelich Memorial 
Home and the Salem Evangelical Men- 
nonite church. Rev. Charles Z'immer- 
man officiated. Burial was in the Waldo 
cemetery about one-half mile west of 
the church. 
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Two Gridley Women: Fatally 


Injured i in. 


Miss Hopewell, | 
Miss Gerig Die 


In Collision 


FLANAGAN — - Two Gridley 
women were killed and a Pontiac 
girl injured in a two car ,colli- 
sion on Route 116, a mile and 
a half east of here at 12:55 p. m. 
Sunday. 

Dead are Miss Emma Gerig, 76, 
and Miss Josie Hopewell, 68.. 


Hospitalized at St. James Hos-' 


pital at Pontiac is Miss Rose 
Decker, 18, of 529 Grant Ave., 
Pontiac. She was reported to be 
in good condition, 

: The crash occurred when the 
car ‘carrying the two ‘women, 
driven by Chris Gerig, 79, broth- 


er of one of the dead women, 


slowed to make a turn from the 
highway. 

As he slowed, investigating offi- 
cers reported, the car driven by 


‘Miss Decker struck the rear jof Charles ~Zimmerman _ Officiating. 


\for driving too fast for conditions. 


Flanagan Crash . 


the Gerig vehicle knocking. it into 
the &itch; where it overturned. . 


“THROWN FROM CAR 


Mr. Gerig was thrown from the 
car and Miss Gerig was thrown 
partially from the car and pinned 
beneath the wreckage. She. died 
at St. James Hospital at 3:15 
pin. Pe 

Miss Hopewell was killed in- 
stantly. She was found in the car. 

Mr. Gerig was treated at the 
hospital and released. 

Deputy Livingston County Cor- 
oner K.’G. Essington of Odell’ in- 
vestigated. An inquest ales sbe 
scheduled. 


Sgt Mt Of 


Visitation will begin at 3 p. 1 
today at the funeral -home. “ 


OPERATED “MISSION © 

She was born Sept. 22. 1883, 
Waldo -Township, a. daughter: of 
Joséph. and Fannie Ross. Gerig. 
She never married. She-has been 
in: mission work in‘ Chicago for 
30 years. She operated her own 
mission in Chicago for a number 
of years. and was later affiliated | 
with several other Chicago mis-| 
sions. “She returned to Flanagan 
pe 1954. and moved. to Gridley in 

7; : 
Surviving are four brothers, Ja: 
State Trooper Richard Hanier cob, Woodburn; Ind.; Peter, ‘Flan- 


agan; Chris, Gridley; « Ben’ F., 
issued a ticket to Miss Decker Pontiacs two sisters. ‘Mra. 
Both Gridley. women were "tak- Gerig, Mrs. Henry Beckers, Wood- 
en to the Froelich 'Memerial {Pum Ands-2: 

Home at Flanagan. © - ot" ‘Her: parents, ; two. brothers and 
The funeral for Miss Gerig. wil ee sisters preceded her " in 
ea 


be at 1:30 p. m. Tuesday at the 

Froelich Memorial Home here sate aueee ¢ of. ‘Salem 

and at 2 p. m. at the Salem Men- e 

nonite Church, with the Rey.| °°: LIVED IN CHICAGO. = 
The “tuneral. ‘arrangements . for 

iss Hopewell had not been com- 


She was. born Sept. 13, 1891, at 


Camargo, a daughter . of qJames 
Henry and . Mary . ETMDCis dae 


Surviving are. the brother and 
a “Bon, * ‘Harold, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Benjamin GF. and 
Tillie 
(Citwiller) 
Serig 


THE FAMILY OF BENJAMIN AND GESINA (JOOSTEN) 


BENJAMIN F. GERIG 
m: Jan 14, 1914 
Gesina Joosten 


BENJAMIN F. GERIG 
Mop wend) 24 eGo 
Mathilda Fannie Litwiller 
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Tillie Gerig 


Ben Gerig 
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Ben Gerig 


illie and Ben Gerig 
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Ben and Tillie Gerig 
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Benjamin FE. Gerig 


(LIVINGSTON from p. 1) 


names fell into one of these three categories was difficult; some 
names may have been mistakenly omitted. 

Excluded from the list were men with typical Mennonite 
names who were known to have been several generations 
removed from Mennonite connections. 

Many Mennonite draftees registered as conscientious objec- 
tors or noncombatants, but their position was not indicated in 
the published records. Most conscientious objectors did not 
return their questionnaires, possibly because they did not want 
to be associated with a military project, so their names are not 
on the list. Others complied by returning their questionnaires; 
they can be identified because their records include no infor- 
mation other than their army camp listings. 

Those who served as noncombatants were given a military 
rank and had a unit identification. Their records show a branch 
of service that did not require them to carry arms, such as the 
medical, engineering, or quartermaster corps. Some Mennonite 
draftees served in the regular army; a few enlisted. 


Selected Individual Service Records 


Becker, Aaron N., Chenoa, Illinois. Born December 
25, 1893, Pike Twp., Livingston Co., Illinois. Farmer. 
Inducted June 24, 1918, Pontiac, Illinois. To Camp 
Wheeler, Georgia. Pvt., detailed to office work. 
Transferred to Camp Meade, Maryland. Discharged 
January 14, 1919. 


Bertsche, Almon T., Flanagan, Illinois. Born 
November 11, 1893, Flanagan, Illinois. Farmer. 
Inducted June 24, 1918, Pontiac, Illinois. To Camp 
Wheeler, Georgia. Pvt. Transferred to Camp Meade, 
Maryland. Discharged January 8, 1919. 


Birkey, Christ, Gridley, Illinois. Born January 26, 
1888, Flanagan, Illinois. Farmer. Inducted May 31, 
1918, Pontiac, Illinois. To Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 
Transferred to Camp Sheridan, Alabama. Pvt., Co. M, 46 
Inf. Transferred to Sup. Co., 46 Inf., August 31, 1918. 
Discharged December 20, 1918, Camp Grant. 


Classen, Christ Fred, Cullom, Illinois. Born 
December 30, 1895, Cullom, Illinois. Farmer. Inducted 
June 24, 1918, Pontiac, Illinois. To Camp Wheeler, 
Georgia. Pvt., M.C., 124 Ambulance Co., 106 San. Tr., 
31 Div. To Camp Mills, September 27, 1918. Sailed 
from Hoboken, New Jersey, October 28, 1918, on 
Rijndam. Landed at Brest, France, November 10, 1918. 
Transferrea to 824 Cas. Co., November 20, 1918. 
Transferred to hospital ship Aeolus, December 17, 1918, 
to help care for wounded soldiers. Sailed from 
Bordeaux, France, December 18, 1918. Landed at 
Newport News, Virginia, January 1, 1919. To Camp 
Hill, January 1, 1919; to Camp Sherman, Ohio, January 
22, 1919. Discharged January 30, 1919. 


Egle, George C., Gridley, Illinois. Inducted June 24, 
1918, Pontiac, Illinois. To Camp Wheeler, Georgia. 
(Further information not available. Service record not 
returned.) 


Eigsti, William, Gridley, Illinois. Born December 27, 
1892, Gridley, Illinois. Farmer. Inducted May 31, 1918, 
Pontiac, Illinois. To Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. Pvt. 


June 4 1918; to 23 Co., 6 Tr. Bn., Camp Gordon, 
Georgia, June 11, 1918. Discharged December 21, 1918, 
Camp Gordon. 


Gerig, Benjamin F., Flanagan, Illinois. Born June 25, 
1886, Chenoa, Illinois. Farmer and business man. 
Enlisted January 2, 1917, Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
To Med. Dept., West Point, New York. Pvt. 1 Cl. 
Transferred to Mobile Laboratory, October 12, 1917. 
Promoted to Sgt., June 23, 1917. Sailed from Hoboken, 
New Jersey, November 26, 1917, on Aeolus. Landed at 
St. Nazaire, France, December 10, 1917. Trained at 
LaCourtine, December 18, 1917-January 3, 1918. 
Transferred to 36 Operative Engrs., August 10, 1918. 
Promoted to Sgt. 1 Cl., July 12, 1918. Received fracture 
of leg by air raid while taking train of ammunition to 
front, Argonne Sector. To hospital, Dijon, France, 
September 6, 1918. Sailed from Bordeaux, France, April 
14, 1919, on Cape May. Landed at Hoboken, New 
Jersey, April 27, 1919; to Camp Upton, New York, April 
27, 1919. Discharged December 6, 1919, U.S.M.A, West 
Point, New York. 


Gerig, Ezra J., Gridley, Illinois. Inducted June 24, 
1918, Pontiac, Illinois. To Camp Wheeler, Georgia. 
(Further information not available. Service record not 
returned. ) 


Gingrich, Harry F., Flanagan, Illinois. Born October 
20, 1894, Chenoa, Illinois. Machine knitter. Enlisted 
April 26, 1917, Whitewater, Wisconsin. Mobilized 
August, 1917, Camp Douglas, Wisconsin. Pvt., Co. K, 
128 Inf., U.S.N.G. Transferred to Co. H, 53 Pioneer Inf.; 
to Co. M, 28 Inf., France, March 14, 1918; to Co. B, 
Composite Reg. Promoted to Pvt. 1 Cl., November, 
1917. Sailed from Hoboken, New Jersey, February 18, 
1918, on U.S.S. Covington. Landed at Brest, France, 
February 28, 1918; trained at Champigny, March 4-10. 
1918. Engagements: Ausaville (Defensive), March 25- 
April 3, 1918; Aisne-Marne (Offensive), July 18-23, 
1918; Montdidier-Noyon (Defensive), April 25-July 17, 
1918; Cantigny (Defensive), May 28-30, 1918; St. 
Mihiel (Offensive), Sept. 12-16, 1918; Meuse-Argonne 
(Offensive), October 1-12, November 1-8, 1918. 
Wounded, Soissons, July 18, 1918, machine gun; 
Argonne, November 8, 1918, gas. To French Hospital at 
Beuel, July 21, 1918. Army of Occupation: Coblenz, 
Heilyenroth, and Hahn, Germany, April 1-June 15, 1919. 
Sailed from Brest, France, September 1, 1919, on 
Leviathan. Landed at Hoboken, New Jersey, September 
8, 1919; to Camp Mills, September 8, 1919; to Camp 
Meade, September 17, 1919. Discharged September 27, 
1919, 


Hartman, Harvey, Cullom, Illinois. Enlisted October 
31, 1917. Pvt., Avia., Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. To 
Co. B, 5 Bal. Sqdn., Ft. Omaha, Nebraska. (From 
Livingston Co. Local Board records. Service record not 
returned.) 


Hartman, Lewis, Cullom, Illinois. Born July 7, 1892, 
Cullom, Illinois. Farmer. Inducted May 26, 1918, 
Pontiac, Illinois. To Camp Gordon, Georgia. Pvt., Co. 
44, 4 Rep. Reg. Inf., 83 Div., transferred to Co. 40, 4 
Rep. Reg. Inf., June 28, 1918; to Camp Merritt, July 15, 


Transferred to Co. F, 43 Inf., Camp Sheridan, Alabama, (see p. 4 LIVINGSTON) 
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ENLISTMENT RECORD. 


Serving in ae —_ nn | 
Prior service: * Yreeteel Qatar Yediert  & fase M30 f ta sleet, O11, Ss 


enlistment period at date of ae 


SPOS OVW MEET 


Saat 


Marksmanship, gunner_qualificgtign or rating : fae. 


ee - 


Horsemanship: .........—» cot te TAY SOS, Se ee ek ee 


Knowledge of any vocation: ..... “a7 >——________ So eeraden ange enacvenannbeousta nee tt {ii 
Wounds received in service: __. 


Physical condition when discharged : 


Typhoid prophylaxis completed 


is es = 3 (ao ya 1 es ee Re 
Remarks: a Me bMantt AHowartitws. : 


A 
peti ae gourmet hein tn 


Signature of soldier: é Z Vente ag LAI 5 poi aie aS 
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* Give company and regiment or corps or department, with inclusive dates of service in cach enlistment, 
t Give date of qualification or rating and number, date, and source of order announcing same. 
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ENLISTMEN? RECORD 

Name Benjamin F. Gerig Grade Sargeant 1" class 
Enlisted January 2" 1917, of Jefferson Barracks, Mo. 

Serving in First ------ enlistment period at date of discharge. 


Prior serviee; *Medical Department from January 1909 to January 1911. 


Noncommissioned officer: Safgeant 1" class MN. D. July 13,.1909 
Marksmanship, gunner qualification or rating: Not Qualified. 
Horsemanship : Qualified | ar 

Battles, poeee sence skirmishes, expeditions: Oversea service from % 
November 26,1917 to April £7, 1919, 

Know ledge of any vooation: Cook 

Wounds received in service: ‘iia 7 

' Physical condition when discharged: Surgeon's Certifiéate of Disability. 
Typhoid prophylaxis completed ‘Jariluary 25, 1927 

Paratyphoid prophylaxis completed September eee LOL 

Married or singie; Single’ 7 | 

CHARACTER: Excellent __ 


Remarks: Entitled to travel allowance. — bse 


Signature of soldier: (Signed) Benjamin F. Gerig 


Beat faa wrmenhHS S ET BA JW Ps ROVMOLaS 
ee Golonel, Me&. Corps eet 
Commanting Det. Meé. Dept. 


Se 


State of California ) i 
S53 6 ‘ 
County of Los Angeles ) og! ‘ 


ss , hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of she 


origina daseherge | of Benjamin F orig. bal 
- \ aie he | 


i fe %. flotary' comer in and for the county 
see 7 ee of Los. Angeles, State of California. 
uy sitia‘seion expires April 3, 1931 7 a 


MITLITARY RECORD. 
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No objection to his reenlistment is known to exist. 
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Cc 0 Py 

HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM THE “UNITED STATES ARMY 
TO WLL WHOM I? MAY CONCERN: 
THIS IS TO CERTIFY WN BENJAMIN F. GERIG - y veo 
"4128" had SR at, class Meg Tce t paper ue ny | te. 
EL: army, b as a TESTIMONIAL OF HONEST AND FalTHFUL wd 

7 SERVICE, is hereby Hadi eS sees chen from the military service 
of the UNITED STATES | by. reason ee surgeon! 8 certificate of 
ss a= SpeRReeT per 3" Inds Hee ESD. ‘Dee. 31d ae ee 
7 Said BENJAMIN F. GERIG Y eee wanenord 


in Livingston County, in the State of T11inois. 
When enlisted he was 31-6/12 years of age and by occupation a gook. 
He had brown #3 eyes, dark brown hair, M. Fair complexion and 
was 5 feet 74 inches in height. | 
Given under my hand at West Point, N. Y. this 
6" day of December, one thousand nine hundred ana nineteen. 


(Signed) F. P. Reynolds 


Pen * 


i Bovoned. Med. Corps 
Commanding 


‘ 
. 
, 


January:14,1914. .— . =. 

_ Miss Eliza: Baumati and: Ralph 
Coup, both of Pontiac, were mar- 
ried this ‘afternoon “by the Rev. 
John~ Ryan. They ‘will reside on 
a farm near Swygert.. hie 
« Thé annual Livingston County 
Farmers’ Institute opened today at 
Folks: Opera House. The Institute 
will last three days. 

Miss. Nettie Frey and William 
Rotk; ‘both of. Waldo township, 
j were. married this ‘afternoon at 
|the Methodist church by ‘the Rey. 
John: Ryan... 6. ---. bs : 
|; Superintendent of Streets Rob- 
inson had to place the ‘street 
sprinkler in service due to the 
heavy--wind -blowing dust - from 
‘|the pavements. iv eo 4 
| * This -evening at*the German 
‘| Evangelical church,;at Flanagan 
‘|Miss Gesina Joostén and Benja- 
‘}min Gerig- were ‘married. Mr. 
'|Gerig conducts a +Aakery and res- 

‘}taurant in Flanagan. so, 
‘|. A team .of- heavy draft horses | 
;/belonging to’ M. Bauman became. 
frightened today when the wagon 
jjtongue broke, and ran away | 
through the business district. Be- 
fore. they’ could be ‘stopped they. 
ran into a Ford runabout parked 
‘ar th® Pontiac State bank. The 
belonging to Dr. C. C. Meeks, 
naged considerably.. , 
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Ben F. Gerig, 


Waldo Native, 


Dies At Age 80 


Former Flanagan Resident 
Passes Away In Hines Vets’ 
Hospital, Interred Saturday 


Benjamin F. Gerig, 80, of 912 N. 
Hazel street, Pontiac, a native of 
Waldo township, died last Thurs- 
day at Hines Veterans’ hospital af- 
ter a six months illness. Mr. Ger- | 
ig was a brother of Peter Gerig of 


Flanagan. 


Funeral services were held Sat- 


‘lurday afternoon at 1:30 o’clock at 


‘Ithe Raleigh J. Harris 
‘| home. 


Funeral 
The Rev. Peter Borzeka of 
the Pontiac Baptist church officiat- | 
ed. Mrs. Ethel Marvel was the or-, 
ganist. 

Burial was in Memorial ae 


{|cemetery. Pallbearers were Elmer 
'|Crabb, Gail Brannon, Forrest Her- 


wig, George Natzke, John Slender 


. and W. E. Skelton. Honorary pall- 
;|bearers were Ellis Elrod, Morris 


Veatch, Charles McCarrey, Harvey 
Gallup, Robert Kipfer and James 
Van Winkle. 

Benjamin Gerig, a son of Joseph 
and Fanny (Roth) Gerig, was born 
June 25, 1885, in Waldo township. 
He was educated in the rural 
schools. During World War I he 
served in France with the U. S&S. 
Army. On August 24, 1929, he was 
married to Tillie Litwiller at Gen-; 
eva. Mr. Gerig retired about 30 


|years ago. 


He was a member of the Flan- 
agan Lutheran church, the Amer- 
ican Legion, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and Disabled American Vet- 
erans; the Masonic Blue Lodge, 
Chapter and Commandery. 

Surviving are his wife; one 
brother, ‘Peter Gerig, Flanagan, two 
sisters, Mrs. Lizzie Becker, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind., and Mrs. ‘Mary Gerig, 
Woodburn, Ind. 

Preceding him in death were 
four brothers, Joseph, John and 
Jacob Gerig of Woodburn, Ind., and 
Chris Gerig, Flanagan; five sisters, 
Anna and Lydia, in infancy, Mrs. 
Lena Zimmerman, Flanagan, Mrs. 
Katie Beck Whee. ae te Emma Ger- 
ig, ere 


yk, [e957 


Benjamin Gerig 
Funeral — a 


To Be Saturday 


The funeral for Benjamin ‘F. 
Gerig, 80, 912 N. Hazel St., wil 
be Saturday at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Raleigh J. Harris Funeral Home. 
The Rey. Peter Borzeka, pastor of 
the first Baptist Church will offici- 
ate. Burial will be in Memorial 
Park Cemetery. 

Friends may call after 4 p.m. 
today at the funeral home. : 

Mr. Gerig died Thursday at 8:3( 
a.m. at Hines Veterans Hospital 
after a six months illness. 


Mr. mm Gerig was born June 2! 
1885, near Gridley, a son of Josep 
and Fanny (Roth) Gerig. He wi 
educated in rural schools. He mai 
ried Tillie Litwiller at Geneva or 
Aug. 24, 1929. He retired 30 years 
ago, 

During World War I he served in 
France with the U.S. Army. 

_He was a member of the Flana- 
-gan Lutheran Church, the American 
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 


ithe Disabled American Veterans, 


the Masonic Blue Lodge, Chapter 
and Commandery. 

Surviving are his wife; a broth- 
er, Peter, Flanagan; two sisters, 
Mrs. Lizzie Becker, Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., and Mrs. Mary Gerig, Wood- 
burn Ind. 

Four brothers and three sisters 
preceded him in death. 


The family of the late Ben Gerig 
suggest that tangible expressions 
of sympathy be given in the form 
of contributions to the Liv. Co. 
Cancer Society—Advertis2ment. 


Mathilda F. Gerig 


PONTIAC — Mathilda F. “Tillie” 
Gerig, 94, a resident of Meadows 
Mennonite Home, formerly of Pon- 
tiac, died at 7:20 'am. yesterday 


(Aug. 20, 1992) ‘at the noe aret a 


brief illness. 


Her funeral will be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday at Raleigh J. Harris Fu- 
neral Home, . Pontiac, with her 
great-nephew, the Rev. Donald W. 
Roth, officiating. Burial will be in 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Pontiac. 


Visitation will be from 12:30 to 2 
p.m. Saturday at the funeral home. 


Mrs. Gerig was -born Jan. 17, 
1898, in ‘Meadows, a daughter of 
David and Mary Rediger Litwiller. 
She married Benjamin F. Gerig 


Aug. 24, 1929, in Geneva. He died. 


Sept. 16, 1965. 


Among survivors are two nieces, 


Viola Roth and Lillian 1 Stucky, both 


of Meadows. Pg 


She was preceded in death by 
three brothers and four sisters. 


Mrs. Gerig was educated in rural 
Gridley: and» “Pike Township 
schools... 


_ She was a member of First Bap- . 
tist Church of Pontiac and ‘was 


employed by Fashion Bilt Shoe Co., 
Pontiac, for 25 years. 


Memorials may be. made to, 
Meadows GON Home or the 
church.. Ke 


Mathilda F. Gerig 


The funeral for Mathilda F. “Tillie” Gerig, 94, a resident of Mea- 


dows Mennonite Home and formerly of Pontiac, will be at 2 p.m. Sa- 
turday at Raleigh J.:Harris Funeral Home. Her great-nephew, Re- 
verend Donald W. Roth, and Reverend James O. Wolfe III will 
officiate. 

Burial will be in; Memorial ‘Park Cemetery. 

Friends may call from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Saturday at the funeral 
home. 

Mrs. Gerig died at 7:20 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 20, 1992, at Mea- 
dows Mennonite Home following: a brief illness. 

~~ Shé was born Jan. 17; 1898, at Gridley, a daughter of David and 

Mary (Rediger) Litwiller. She married Benjamin F. Gerig Aug. 24, 


_ 1929, at Geneva. He died Sept. 16, 1965. 


Among survivors are two nieces, Viola Roth and Lillian Stucky, 
both of Meadows.. 

She was preceded in death by three brothers and four sisters. 

Mrs. soeng was educated in rural Gridley and Pike Township 
schools. 

She had been employed at Fashion BB Shoe Company for 25 
years. 

She was a: member of First Baptist Church of Pontiac. 

‘The family suggests memorials to Meadows Mennonite Home 
or to the First Baptist Church. 
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